
Private James Anderson (1898

1st Battalion Royal West Kent Regiment.

Eva Anderson’s gravestone in Drighlington Churchyard, remembering her son

James Anderson was born in Drighlington on August 28

Walker and Eva Anderson who lived for a time in Whitehall Road but were to spend most of 

their married life in Lord Street, which was around the corner from the

opposite the old station. This was the house where Walker’s father had lived. Eva was known 

to friends as ‘Nelly’. 

James was a member of the 1
st

 

served in other units before that

examined for the army until February 23rd 1917. He then enlisted at Scarborough on April 

23rd 1917 and was posted to the General Service Cavalry, 3rd Reserve Regiment.

In 1911 the Anderson family were 

consisted of Walker, the father, who was 35 years

Ellen, his wife who was also 35 years old. She had been Eva Ellen Dove when they married 
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Private James Anderson (1898-1917) 

Battalion Royal West Kent Regiment. 

Eva Anderson’s gravestone in Drighlington Churchyard, remembering her son James.

James Anderson was born in Drighlington on August 28th 1898. His mother and father were 

Walker and Eva Anderson who lived for a time in Whitehall Road but were to spend most of 

their married life in Lord Street, which was around the corner from the Railway Public House 

This was the house where Walker’s father had lived. Eva was known 

 Battalion the Queen’s Royal West Kent Regiment, but had 

served in other units before that. He was attested in September 1916, but not medically 

examined for the army until February 23rd 1917. He then enlisted at Scarborough on April 

23rd 1917 and was posted to the General Service Cavalry, 3rd Reserve Regiment.

In 1911 the Anderson family were living in Whitehall Road Drighlington.

consisted of Walker, the father, who was 35 years old and a horseman at a farm, and Eva 

Ellen, his wife who was also 35 years old. She had been Eva Ellen Dove when they married 

s Church, Morley. On the certificate Walker’s father was shown 

as a Blacksmith and Eva’s a miner. James was 12 at the time and he had two sisters Frances 

and Elsie who were 12 and 4 in 1911. 

In 1901 the Anderson family were living in ‘Ward’s Row’ Drighlington, with James and 
The later census shows that the family had actually lost one child by 1911. 

, was born to the Anderson family and features on the eventual 
declaration by the family of next of kin to the War Office in 1919. 

 

James. 

1898. His mother and father were 

Walker and Eva Anderson who lived for a time in Whitehall Road but were to spend most of 

Railway Public House 

This was the house where Walker’s father had lived. Eva was known 

Battalion the Queen’s Royal West Kent Regiment, but had 

He was attested in September 1916, but not medically 

examined for the army until February 23rd 1917. He then enlisted at Scarborough on April 

23rd 1917 and was posted to the General Service Cavalry, 3rd Reserve Regiment. 

living in Whitehall Road Drighlington. The family 

old and a horseman at a farm, and Eva 

Ellen, his wife who was also 35 years old. She had been Eva Ellen Dove when they married 

s Church, Morley. On the certificate Walker’s father was shown 

as a Blacksmith and Eva’s a miner. James was 12 at the time and he had two sisters Frances 

, with James and 
The later census shows that the family had actually lost one child by 1911. In 1914 

, was born to the Anderson family and features on the eventual 
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Luckily the ‘soldier’s records’ of James Anderson survived the blitz of the Second World War 

and tell the story of how he died. His grave record at the Commonwealth War Grave 

Commission record notes that he died on the 19th of November 1917, but his story is more 

complicated than just that. Researching the war diary of the Queen’s Royal West Kent 

Regiment tells us how he met his end, along with the details from his own war record.  

James’ record has scribbled at the top ‘Not to be called up before 31/3/1917’. This explains 

why he was to be attested in September 1916, but did not actually join the army until 1917. 

He was ‘called up’ on April 20th 1917 and actually enlisted at Scarborough in the General 

Service Cavalry. When he was medically examined in February 1917 he was shown as being 

18 years and 24 days old. He is noted as being 5’5 1/2” tall and weighed 121 lbs. The form 

noted that his teeth were ‘deficient’.  

At the time the army asked for the pension next of kin forms to be filled in by the family in 

1919 the Andersons were living at Drighlington Crossroads, address unspecified other than 

that. James’ papers show that he went to France with the BEF on October 12th 1917. 

He was shown as being on ‘Home’ service for the period from April 20th 1917 until October 

11th 1917. At first he was Private 33828 of the General Service Cavalry and then his file notes 

that he was Private 59215 of the 5th Battalion Royal Fusiliers, He was then made to move to 

the 1st Battalion of the Queens Own Royal West Kent Regiment.  

He had only one blemish (if indeed such a minor thing could be called so,) on his home 

service and that was on August 26th 1917 when he was admonished and fined a day’s pay for 

the offence of being off post on August 26th 1917 at 11pm until 8-30 am on August 27th, and 

this whilst under orders for the draft for overseas service. No doubt he had had a good night 

out!!!! The punishment was to forfeit one day’s pay.  

James Anderson’s file shows exactly when he was posted to the various battalions he served 

in. He was posted to the 3rd Reserve Cavalry Regiment on April 25th 1917.Then on September 

1st 1917 he was transferred to the 5th Battalion of the Royal Fusiliers, but it is noted that it is a 

compulsory transfer and he will receive the Cavalry rate of pay. On October 12th he went to 

France with the2nd Battalion of the Fusiliers, so he was moved no doubt to make up numbers 

of regiments depleted by the German offensives of 1917.  

James arrived in France as a Fusilier on October 14th but soon became a member of a Kent 

Regiment on October 16th 1917.  In essence he was at war for no more than two weeks 

because on October 26th 1917 he was reported missing. His file notes that he became a 

prisoner of war on October 26th 1917. The final note on postings on his file shows. “Died 19th 

Nov 1917 at Kortryk whilst a prisoner of war: wound”.  

The war diary of the 1st Battalion Royal West Kent Regiment shows that an operation order 

for an attack to place ‘in the future’ was issued on October 18th 1917. It was to take place on 

‘a date in the future’, but that date soon became known as October 26th. The British attack 

ended in the Germans counter attacking and driving back the British. During this attack 

James Anderson was shot in the thigh and captured by the advancing Germans. The battalion 

commander in a later report on the battle said that he felt that he could not send men out to 
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rescue those already cut down because of artillery, machine gun and sniper fire directed 

against his battalion. In any case he thought that very few of his men would have survived the 

first onslaught.  

There was some confusion at the War Office as to who the Germans had taken prisoner in 

terms of the name of Anderson. At first the War Office reported that a Richard Anderson was 

the person who the Germans had taken prisoner. A list of POW’s taken by the Germans was 

sent to the War Office but confusion reigned and a memo from Hounslow eventually set the 

record straight. It read: 

“Anderson James Pte.  Royal West Kent Regiment Born 27.09.98. at Brighlington (sic) 

Died 19/11/17 at Kortryk, Flanders from shot wound (thigh). Buried Military Cemetery 

Grave 1582”. 

Perusal of the war diary for the 1st West Kent Regiment for October 1917 tells us the story of 

where James Anderson of Drighlington spent his two weeks at the front. On October 16th the 

diary reads: 

“The whole battalion was accommodated in huts at Chippawa camp – which was very well 

built and most comfortable. The weather however was very bad during this period, rain 

falling at some time every day”.  

The Adjutant who wrote the diary also noted the reinforcements that were sent to the 

battalion at this time: 

“During this period (10th to 22nd October 1917) the following reinforcements joined the 

battalion on the dates shown. A Draft of 215 O.R.’s (Other Ranks) on October 16th”. 

On October 18th 1917 the 1st West Kent Regiment received a memo from Headquarters telling 

them of an impending attack on the German lines. It read: 

“Preliminary Order 135. 13th. Infantry Brigade: 13th October 1917. 

1). The second army will continue its advance on a day and at an hour to be notified. 

5). The attack will be carried out by the 1st Royal West Kents on the right, the 14th Royal 

Warwicks in the centre and the 15th Royal Warwicks on the left. The Kings Own Scottish 

Borderers will be in reserve”. 

The war diary shows that on October 23rd the battalion were making preparations for the 

forthcoming attack. By October 26th they were in their assembly positions and ready to make 

their advance to the objectives they had been set, all well catalogued in the war diary with 

maps and drawings of enemy positions. 

On October 26th 1917 the diary reads: 

“The battalion was in position of assembly by 4-30 am but enemy put down a heavy 

barrage of artillery and machine gun firs which caused some casualties. Zero Hour was 5-

40 am. D Company moved up into the trenches”. 
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By mid-morning it became clear to the 1st West Kents that their attack had been stopped by 

the Germans. The 7th Division, whom they were supporting in the attack plan had failed to 

take some strategic pill boxes near the Menin Road which were seriously impeding the 

advance of the West Kents. In the late afternoon the Germans had recovered from the attack 

enough to launch their own counter attack. The diary records that: 

“About 5-15 pm information was received that the enemy had already passed the Red 

building at GHELUVERT and were advancing in large numbers. The SOS signal was sent 

up and our artillery responded but ceased fire shortly afterwards”. 

Units of the Gordon Highlanders and the Devon Regiment, along with the Kings Own 

Scottish Borderers were moved in to support the retreating West Kents and other regiments, 

who were in danger of losing their own lines because of the ferocity of the German counter 

attack and barrages. The extra units were enough to steady the lines and the positions were 

held. The attack had gained nothing at all, but had resulted in the loss of many men dead and 

wounded and others taken prisoner. 

James Anderson, an 18 year old fresh faced recruit, who had been at the front for just two 

weeks was one of those taken prisoner in the advance by the Germans. However, not before 

he was shot in the leg, as subsequent information sent to the War Office by the Germans 

themselves was to show. 

The adjutant noted that on October 27th 1917 the battalion were relieved in the line and that 

there were reasons why the attack had failed in his opinion: 

“The battalion carried out this attack under extremely unfavourable conditions. The 

weather had been very bad for the preceding three weeks and the mud in places was thigh 

deep. Rifles and Lewis guns became choked with mud owing to the men falling down 

during the advance. The 7th Division did not capture and hold the group of pillboxes on the 

Menin Road and consequently the assaulting coys. of the battalion were enfiladed by 

machine gun and rifle fire from there”. 

By 6 pm on October 26th 1917 the battle was almost over and the reserve battalions, including 

the King’s Own Scottish Borderers had relieved the 1st West Kents. In a subsequent report on 

the battle featured as an appendix to the war diary the commanding officer of the West Kents 

admitted that he knew the battle was lost by mid-afternoon, due to the massive bombardment 

and machine gun fire put up against the advancing attackers. He reluctantly admitted that: 

“I had intended to send forward patrols to locate and bring back to the established lines 

any element of the battalion who might be about the first objective, but the sending up of 

the SOS and the subsequent barrage at intervals by the enemy guns and machine guns and 

snipers prevented this being done. I am of the opinion that at the time, few, if any, of the 

assaulting companies could have survived and with so few troops at disposal did not feel 

justified in further weakening the lines by sending out patrols over country which appeared 

to be in the possession of the enemy”. 

There is no real way of knowing whether James Anderson was in the initial wave of the 

attack and thus was abandoned to his fate by his commanding officer’s decision, wise or not. 



100 
 

However, it is clear that at some stage during that day he was shot in the thigh and taken 

prisoner by the Germans. 

Between February and March of 1918 memos were sent between the War Office and the 

Army Records Office at Hounslow to try and clear up the confusion as to which Anderson 

had in fact been taken prisoner by the Germans on October 26th 1917. In March the confusion 

was ended as it was established that the soldier who had been captured and subsequently died 

on November 19th 1917 was James Anderson of Drighlington. 

James was buried at Kortrijk Military Cemetery in Belgium but his name is remembered on 

the headstone of the grave of his two loving parents, Walker and Eva. It reads: 

“In loving memory of James, beloved son of Walker and Eva Ellen Anderson. Died in 

Courtrai St Jean, Belgium, November 19th 1917 aged 19 years”. 

The headstone in Kortriijk Military cemetery, has the epitaph chosen by the Anderson family. 

It simply reads, ‘In God’s Keeping’. 

His name is the first to be noted on the memorial of the fallen for Drighlington which stands 

in Whitehall Road Drighlington. His death was all the more tragic for the short time he spent 

at the front. 

As a postscript to this story, the author remembers visiting the house in Lord Street as a 

young cub, asking for ‘Bob a Job’ tasks in the early 1960’s when Mrs Anderson was a 

delightful old lady in her late eighties. For some reason her small hallway was festooned with 

dozens of card photos of football teams of the day which had been cut from the back of 

Typhoo tea packets. They were bundled in packs of twenty of so and tied with an elastic 

band, no doubt to give to her grandchildren! 

Eva Ellen Anderson, or Nelly as she was called, died in Bradford on 28th August 1965, 

leaving a sum of £1858 to her Daughter Frances and son Clifford Anderson.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


