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Private Harold Poole (1891-1917). 

2nd Battalion King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry. 

 

Harold Poole is commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial. 

Harold Poole was born in Drighlington in 1891. His parents were Charles and Emma Poole. 
By 1911 the Poole family had 10 children but two of them had died. In that year all 8 of the 
remaining children were still living with the family in a four roomed house in Cockersdale, 
Drighlington. 

Harold had been born on July 13th 1891 and baptised on August 30th at Birstall Parish 
Church. His father was shown as working as a boiler maker at that time. In 1901 Charles had 
changed jobs to become a drayman for the local mineral water works in Drighlington. Harold 
was 9 years at the time and was probably attending school in Drighlington. The address given 
on the census was Nethertown, but next door was noted as Lumb Bottom, a row of houses 
which still exist today. 

Harold’s service records do not exist today but we know from his medal record card that he 
went to France with the 2nd Battalion of the King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry on April 
13th 1915. According to the book of remembrance he enlisted on August 6th 1914, just two 
days after the declaration of war! He had actually enlisted in Wakefield and became Private 
200435 Poole. 

At 1-55 am on December 2nd 1917 Harold Poole’s regiment attacked the German lines only 
500 yards in front of them. The attack was part of the larger battle of Passchendaele. 

Unfortunately there was bright moonlight at the time the men got out of the trenches to attack 
and German machine gunners were able to pick off the men of several battalions who were 
advancing on them. Their machine guns had been well placed in shell holes and the rubble of 
farm buildings. 

The 2nd Rifle Brigade and the 16th Highland Light Infantry were on either side of the 2nd 
KOYLI and in the chaos and confusion of the attack the three battalions cut across each other 
and got in each other’s way. 
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The 2nd Battalion lost many men, including most of its NCO’s and officers. Six officers and 
52 men were killed and 120 were wounded and missing. In total 1,689 men were killed or 
wounded on the British side in this one attack. 

Private Harold Poole’s medal record simply shows ‘K in A’ for killed in action. He was one 
of the many soldiers killed at Passchendaele on the night and early morning of December 2nd 
1917. His body was never found and he is commemorated on the Tyne Cot memorial in 
Belgium. He must have been a brave man as his note in the church at Drighlington shows that 
he was wounded twice, in 1915 and 1916, before being killed in 1917. He left a wife, 
Florence Poole. 

 

The entry for Harold Poole in the Book of Remembrance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


