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Private Albert Sykes (1878-1917). 

12th Battalion Prince of Wales’s Own West Yorkshire Regiment. 

 

The name of Albert Sykes is to be found on the Arras War Memorial. 

Apart from the entry in the database ‘UK Soldiers Died in the Great War’ there is very little 
to connect Albert Sykes with the village of Drighlington. His name is certainly on the war 
memorial and the database recording the deaths states that his residence was indeed 
Drighlington. Thankfully the electoral register for the village of Drighlington at around the 
time of the First World War can be seen online and it is here that the only other evidence of 
him residing in the village, apart from the UK Soldiers database, can be found. 

Albert was born in Morley in around 1878, making him one of the oldest of the men named 
on the memorial. He was the son of Charles and Elizabeth Sykes, who, at the time of the 
1891 census, had five children and were living at 35 Eighteenth Avenue in Wortley, not far 
from Drighlington itself. Charles himself came from Morley and he was a woollen cloth 
dresser, which his son Albert also did as a profession in 1891. As Charles was a foreman in 
one of the mills it is not beyond a stretch to imagine that Albert was working for his father. 
Ten years earlier, in 1881 the family had lived in Morley itself, at Cobden Street. 

By 1901 the family had moved to Metford Place in Wortley and four of the five children 
were working, as a plumber, an engineer, a weaver and Albert still as a cloth dresser. The 
youngest child, Agnes, was 13 and still at school. 

The name Albert Sykes next appears in official records in 1902, when he married Alice 
Bradshaw. This took place in Armley Church on July 26th 1902, and so there is no affinity to 
Drighlington at all by this time. Both Alice and Arthur show their residence on the marriage 
certificate as Armley, which is understandable, being married in the local church. Albert was 
24 years old and Alice 23 at the time of their marriage. 
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In 1911 the Sykes family were living at 19 Ramsey Street in Armley, Leeds. By that time 
they had had a son, who was five years old. Albert was still working in the mills, though the 
title of his job was now ‘cloth finisher’ probably not too far from his old role. The rest of the 
Sykes family were spread around Leeds, but their father, Charles Sykes was by this time 
living in Horsforth in Leeds. His two daughters, Alice and Annie, were living with their 
widowed father there. 

At some stage between 1911 and 1917 Albert and his wife Alice moved for a short period 
into a house in Drighlington, possibly at Lumb Bottom. At least two mills were operating in 
nearby Cockersdale at the time and so Albert would probably have moved to gain work in 

one of those. The record of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission state that when 
Albert was killed on December 12th 1917 his next of kin was Alice Sykes, his wife, who was 
then recorded as living at 30 Raincliffe Road, York Road in Leeds. Even when John Sykes 
married Lois Evelyn Brammer in 1934 there was to be no sign of Drighlington in any of the 
addresses of the two. He was then a window cleaner living at Raincliffe Road, whilst his wife 
to be, Lois, was living at Vesper Mount in Kirkstall. Albert and his family must have been in 
Lumb Bottom for a very short time therefore. 

We do know that Albert joined the army at Bradford in Yorkshire and he became Private 
203869 Sykes of the 12th Battalion of the Prince of Wales’s Own West Yorkshire Regiment. 
He joined the army on February 17th 1917 but he was killed at Mory in France on December 
12th 1917. 

On December 11th the 12th Battalion had relieved the Kings Shropshire Light Infantry in the 
trenches, occupying an apex as well as Horseshoe Redoubt. As if to welcome them to their 
new positions the very next day an ‘intense’ bombardment was started by the Germans on the 
trenches occupied by Albert Sykes and his colleagues. The war diary for the battalion reads: 

December 12th 1917. Trenches. 6-35 am. An intense hostile bombardment commenced at 
dawn, the Apex being heavily trench mortared. The enemy attacked in considerable force 
and was beaten off. Twenty minutes later he again attacked and succeeded in gaining a 
foothold in the Apex and London and Pudsey support trenches. ‘A’ and ‘D’ Companies 
suffered heavily, losing 70% of their effectives. Bombing fights and hand to hand fighting 
in progress all day and all night”. 

The 12th Battalion fought off German attacks for the whole of the next day until they were 
replaced during the night of December 14th by the 4th Royal Fusiliers. The casualties 
recorded in the diary for the attacks from December 12th to 14th are severe.  

One officer was killed and three were wounded, but the number of missing officers was high, 
due to their being shelled and their bodies not being found. Seven officers in all were posted 
as missing. As for the other ranks the total of dead missing and wounded came to 180, with 
18 either killed or died of wounds. A total of 106 other ranks were posted as missing, many 
of those to be recorded later as casualties, as indeed Albert Sykes was. His body was never 
found, probably a victim of the intense bombardment recorded in the war diary. His name is 
commemorated on the Arras Memorial. He was one of the older men to be recorded on the 
war memorial at Drighlington, being 40 years of age. 



110 
 

 

The entry for Albert Sykes in the Book of Remembrance. 

 

 

The entry in the ‘Record of Soldier’s Effects’ for Albert Sykes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


