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Lance Corporal Edward Barron (1885-1918) 

2nd Battalion, York and Lancaster Regiment. 

 
The record for Edward Barron in the Book of Remembrance. 

The story of Edward Barron’s early years is a complicated one, owing much as it does to his 
family’s movement around the country in the years leading up to the turn of the twentieth 
century. 

Edward was born in Norwich in 1885. He was the son of John Scarth Barron and Selina 
Slack, who had married in 1883. In 1881 John Scarth Barron was a grocer’s apprentice, living 
at 1 Back Cobden Street in Morley. After his marriage to Selena he seems to have developed 
a wanderlust and lived in several places around the country, probably trying to establish 
himself in his chosen profession.  

We know that the family were actually living in Norwich in 1885 because Edward is born 
there. However, his brothers, Sydney and George were both born in Welwyn, Herts in 1888 
and 1891 respectively and so there was movement across the country from Norwich. The 
move to Welwyn did not seem to last long as in the 1891 census the Barron family had 
moved during the year to New Southgate in Middlesex, where John Scarth Barron was shown 
to be a grocer. Edward at the time was a shown as a scholar and therefore this latterly ‘Drig 
lad’ started his life in Norfolk and received his early schooling in London! 

The Barron family are not to be found on the 1901 census but by 1907 at least they had come 
back to Yorkshire and were living in Drighlington village. We know this because for some 
reason in December 1907 John Scarth Barron decided to have himself baptised and he is 
shown in the Drighlington Parish Register as living at ‘Moorside’. Ironically he was baptised 
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by the local vicar John Trew, who himself was to lose a son in the Great War, just as John 
Barron lost his son Edward. 

We know that Edward himself came to Drighlington as on Christmas Day 1907 he married a 
Tong girl, Clara Brown. Clara was the daughter of Allen Brown, a miner, and by this time 
John Barron, Edward’s father was shown as working as a Horse Hair Dresser, the same 
profession as his son Edward. Once again the vicar officiating at the ceremony was John 
Trew. It may well have been that John Barron’s desire to be baptised at such a late stage in 
life, earlier in December 1907, had something to do with the fact that his son was getting 
married in the village parish church. 

 

The marriage certificate for Edward and Clara Barron, December 25th 1907! 

By the time of the 1911 census the Barron family, without Edward, were living at Lilac 
Cottage, Wasp’s Nest in Drighlington. John was still a horse hair dresser and his two sons 
Sydney and George were also in the same profession. Their 19 year old daughter Nora was 
living with them at home as was Harold, their 9 year old son who would probably have been 
attending Drighlington school at the time. 

Edward and his wife Clara had set up home in Wasps Nest as well and they had a son Denis 
and a daughter Edna, The 1911 census form shows that they had lost one child by this time. 
The 1911 census was the first where the actual householder filled in the forms themselves, 
presumably as the census organisers thought by this time that most people would be able to 
read and write and so could do that themselves. On John Barron’s form he quaintly makes the 
mistake of including Edward Barron’s name as one of his children, but crosses it out and says 
‘married’ instead when he realises his mistake. 

Edward must have inherited some of his father’s wanderlust as by the time he is called to the 
colours on January 22nd 1917 the Barron family had moved to Monksheaton in 
Northumberland, where he had taken the job as manager of a bedding factory. It would 
probably not be too much of a stretch to speculate that one of the companies that his factory 
supplied with horse hair mattresses needed a manager in the north east and that Edward was 
chosen for the post. By the time the family moved to an address at Chester Terrace 
Monksheaton their numbers had increased by the addition of two further children. Kenneth 
had been born in January 1912 and Ronald came along at some time after that. 
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Edward Barron’s ‘Soldier’s Record’ still exists, though it is damaged in parts and difficult to 
read in places. It unfolds into a fascinating and poignant story concerning his family who 
were left behind when he died. 

The file for Edward Barron is scrawled over the front page with ‘Presumed Dead’. It seems 
that he first joined the 81st Training Reserve Regiment and was earmarked for posting to the 
Yorkshire Regiment before being eventually being posted to the 2nd Battalion of the York and 
Lancaster Regiment. He joined the army by signing his forms at North Shields when he was 
32 years and 2 months old. The medical forms written at the end of 1916 on his state of 
health and fitness to join the army show that he was 5’5 1/2” tall and weighed 157 pounds. 

His choice of regiments to be sent to was he Royal Garrison Artillery, but obviously this was 
not to be! 

Edward Barron became Private 34028 when he was posted to the 81st Training Reserve 
Battalion in January 1917. He stayed with the battalion in training for some months it seems 

and was promoted to Lance Corporal in June (unpaid) and paid for the role in July 1917. On 
October 22nd 1917 he found himself posted to the 2nd Battalion of the York and Lancaster 
Regiment. He had spent much of his time in training at Usworth Camp, in Washington, Tyne 
and Wear, not too far from his then family home therefore. 

The postings sheet in his file show what happened to Edward between October 18th 1917, 
when he embarked from Folkestone for Boulogne, and March 21st 1918 when he was missing 
in action near Quevant. 

He was to join up with his battalion at Etaples near to Le Touquet in France on October 
22nd.1917. Between that date and the end of the year Edward was seemingly not in good 
health. He was admitted to hospital on December 16th 1917 for an unknown cause and then 
again on December 22nd for having problems with his teeth he went to number 167 Field 
Ambulance Unit. On December 31st 1917 he was again at hospital with stomach problems at 
43 Casualty Clearing Station. His illnesses carried on into the new year of 1918 and on 
January 17th 1918 he was admitted at the 26th General Hospital, again for stomach problems. 

By January 27th 1918 he was able to return to the battalion base at Etaples and then on 
February 4th 1918 Edward was shown as returning to his regiment in the field. The 2nd 
Battalion York and Lancaster Regiment were engaged in probing German positions for 
intelligence during the month of March 1918 around the area of Lagnacourt Village.  

The date of 21st of March 1918 was the first day of the German Operation Michael, spring 
offensive. The battalion war diary records that on the 21st and 22nd March 1918 the battalion 
was involved in heavy and bitter fighting under sustained attack from the enemy during those 
days. At around 4.50 am on March 21st 1918 the Germans began to shell the rear areas of the 
battalion line with gas and high explosive. This continued until around 7.30 am when the 
barrage changed its focus to the reserve line for an hour and then the front line for 20 
minutes. So intense was the barrage on the 2nd Battalion’s front line that almost every man of 
the company holding it was killed or wounded leaving around 15 survivors.  

Then the enemy attacked capturing the severely depleted front line, even though the remnants 
fought hard and caused them to retreat to the reserve line.  
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“The enemy then spread across our front. ‘A’ Coy were brought up to support ‘C’ Coy in 
the reserve line but they could not hold back the enemy and were driven out of their 
positions”. 

‘B’ Coy who were in Lagnacourt Trench were described as fighting it out to a finish! The 
battalion had to adopt a fighting retreat from Lagnacourt village to Vaux inflicting heavy 
casualties on the enemy as they did so. On the 22nd March what was left of the battalion was 
driven to a place called ‘Sunken Road’ where they made what the diary describes as their last 
stand under another sustained attack by overwhelming enemy forces. The battalion was 
relieved during the night by the 10th Queens Regiment. 

The next remark on the postings record for Edward Barron simply reads ‘Missing’ he was 
obviously swept up by the massive German offensive which was to signal their own last ditch 
effort to win the war in March 1918. Whether he was killed by the bombardment or the 
onslaught wrought by attacking German troops is difficult to know.  

It is clear from the subsequent letters in Edward Barron’s file, written by his wife in her 
efforts to try and find him, that the army had no idea what had happened to him either. On 
April 17th 1918 a weary Mrs Barron wrote to the War office from her home in Monksheaton 
asking for information about her husband Edward. She wrote: 

“Dear Sir, Please will you tell me if you know anything about my husband. I am very 
anxious as I have not heard anything of him for five weeks so will you let me know as soon 
as you can”. 

At the bottom of the letter a War Office Clerk has simply scrawled ‘Missing 21/3/18’. 

It was to be April 1919 before the fate of Edward Barron was revealed. In a memo from the 
Army Records Office at York to the War Office in London the Officer in Charge of Records 
confirmed that information received from the British Army of Occupation Mission in Berlin 
showed that German records confirmed that Lance Corporal Edward Barron’s body had been 
found and buried in the area around Queant. 

Things moved slowly for Mrs Barron in her quest to get some support for her children, even 
though that War Office were now able to send a memo to the Army Pensions branch to say 
that Edward Barron had died of wounds on March 21st 1918. The address noted on their 
memo regarding pension rights was shown as Lumb Hall View, Drighlington and so Clara 
had obviously had to come back to Drighlington for some support whilst she awaited the 
pension payment. 

Clara wrote to the War Office in May 1919 asking for a death certificate so that her solicitors 
could sort out her husband’s affairs. Her desperation deepened and she was to write a fuller 
letter to the War Office explaining her circumstances, which they received on May 29th 1919. 

She wrote: 

“I am writing to ask you if you will presume my husband L/Corporal Barron dead. It’s  a 
strange request and I don’t like asking it but I can’t see my way to go on paying insurance 
money and mortgage and of the pension I get my money is done now and I have the 
chance of selling the house and buying a small cottage in the country where it is cheaper 
living. I can’t work as I have young children and the youngest is paralysed down one side 
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and is a great care. A repatriated prisoner says someone as (sic) told him that my husband 
was killed but he can’t remember who it was. Yours C. Barron” 

The pension that Clara mentioned was a grand total of 33 shillings and ninepence which the 
War Office Pensions Department declared was the pension that a widow and four children 
could live on from the time of issue in November 1918. 

There was no more correspondence on the file and it must be assumed that Clara simply had 
to live with her lot of the paltry pension she received. Edward Barron’s name is 
commemorated on the Arras Memorial in France, his body was never found. This is despite 
the letter from the War Office on his file saying that his body had been found and this was 
confirmed by the German Mission in Berlin. 

Edward Barron had gone off to war in October 1917 and died on March 21st 1918 some few 
months later. He became another of the Drighlington casualties of the year 1918, of which 
there were many! 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


