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Private Harry Potts (1892-1918). 

2/5th Battalion Duke of Wellington’s (West Riding) Regiment. 

 
The cemetery at Gommecourt where Harry Potts is buried. 

Harry Potts was born in Drighlington in the summer of 1892. He was the son of George and 
Emma Potts, who by the year of 1911 had had 11 children, but only 5 were surviving by that 
time. In 1901 the family were living in Cockersdale and Harry’s father was a stoker at the 
nearby gas works. 

Ten years earlier, in 1891, the Potts family had consisted of three sons and a daughter. Their 
parents George and Emma were both from Buckinghamshire, near Newport Pagnell, showing 
the mobility of people who worked in the gas industry at the time.  

By 1911 there were just three children living at home with the Potts parents. Thomas was 
working as a general labourer at the Gas works in Cockersdale and Harry was shown to be a 
general labourer for a market gardener. Elizabeth was a 16 year old weaver. Their address 
was shown as being near the Gas House Tavern in Cockersdale. 

 

The Marriage certificate for Harry and Harriet Potts, Tong Church in 1915. 

Little else is known about Harry Potts now. We do know that he was a married man though 
when he went off to war, as he had married Harriet Ball, who lived in Tong Street, in 1915. 
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He was shown as a 23 year old bachelor, a labourer, at the time of the wedding and Harriet 
was a 20 year old spinster. Could it be that the old practice of promenading up and down the 
road that leads to Tong Village, was the place where two sweethearts were to meet, as the 
young of Drighlington and nearby Tong ‘walked out’ on Saturday nights. 

We know very little about Harry’s military service as well. Only the medal card of Harry 
Potts still exists today and it does not tell us much other than that he joined the West Riding 
Regiment. However, the ‘UK Soldiers Died in the Great War’ database shows us that Harry 
enlisted in Gildersome and that he was posted to the 2/5th Duke of Wellington’s West Riding 
Regiment. He was following a family military tradition in doing so as in 1871 his father had 
been a 19 year old private based at the Royal Marine Barracks in Chatham in Kent. 

 

From the record of Soldier’s effects, created by the War Office . 

The war diary for the battalion for this time in March 1918 does not now exist in the National 
Archive catalogue, though it does exist from 1914 to January 1918. Therefore, a family 
historian would be able to trace where Harry’s battalion was between those times, though of 
course he was probably not in the army until at least 1916. 

Harry Potts was killed on the Somme on March 28th 1918. He is buried in Gommecourt 
British Cemetery Number 2 at Hebuterne in France. Gommecourt British Cemetery number 2 
contains 1,357 First World War burials. Of which 682 are unidentified. The cemetery was 
designed by Sir Reginald Blomfield and here lies the body of Harry Potts, a native of 
Cockersdale, Drighlington. He was 26 years old. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


