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Captain John McCammon Trew (1870-1918) 

Kings Own (Royal Lancaster Regiment). 

 
The grave of John McCammon Trew in Drighlington church yard, near to that of his father John Trew. 

Captain John McCammon Trew is the highest ranking soldier on the Drighlington War 
Memorial and he is buried in Drighlington parish churchyard, where his father was vicar 
from 1895 until 1913 when he died whilst still living at the vicarage. (Captain Batty was 
acting in rank). 

Of all the soldiers on the memorial and buried in the church cemetery John Trew is certainly 
the one with the most prestigious ancestry. An online search reveals that the Trew family 
were descendants of the Plantagenet dynasty of kings of England. 

John Trew himself is connected to Drighlington by virtue of the fact that his father was the 
vicar of the church of St Paul for some years from 1895. As such he was following in the 
footsteps of his own father John Trew, who rose to become Archdeacon of the Bahamas. 
However his own father (Captain Trew’s grandfather) seems to have been a slave owner as 
well as a man of the cloth, with interests in Jamaica. A document exists showing a John 
McCammon Trew buying several slaves in the year 1820. 

John Trew (Captain Trew’s father) had several ministries before coming to Drighlington in 
1895. From 1869 to 1872 John Trew was a missionary in Burma and it was there that his son 
John McCammon Trew was born in 1870. From 1881 the Trew family were to spend their 
time in Greenock, Scotland, where their father was the parish vicar. John McCammon Trew 
was to spend some time in Scotland and the London Gazette records him as being promoted 

to be a Second Lieutenant in the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders. It was probably this 
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army experience which allowed him to go into the First World War as a commissioned 
officer, though he had not been in the army for some years before it seems. 

John McCammon Trew obviously spent some time at the vicarage after 1895, as he met 
Elizabeth Anne Smithson in Drighlington. They married at St Paul’s church Drighlington on 
October 25th 1910, being married by John Trew senior. Elizabeth’s father worked in a 
woollen mill at the turn of the century but by 1911 he was a boarding house keeper probably 
in Blackpool, which is where we find the Trew family in 1911, living in Blackpool, where a 
41 year old John Trew is shown as living number 3 Carlton Terrace. John Trew was by then a 
bookkeeper for a building company. 

John McCammon Trew died on March 28th 1918, probably due to the German offensives 
being launched as a last ditch effort and being wounded in that offensive. If he had been 
wounded and stayed in France then he would probably be in a war grave there, but the fact 
that he is buried in Drighlington cemetery indicates that he was wounded and brought home 

to a war hospital and died there, allowing the family to retrieve his body for burial. The book 
of remembrance gives some idea as to his fate. 

His last address before the war was in Blackpool in 1911, but his attachment to Drighlington 
and the fact that his father was buried there may well have meant that he wanted to be buried 
there himself.  

His probate record gives a clue as to what happened to him in that he is shown as dying at 
Worcester College Oxford, which may have been a war hospital in 1918. He left the grand 
total of £243-10s-3d to his wife Elizabeth. 

The entry in the book of remembrance states that he enlisted on October 12th 1914, an early 
entrant to the fray, and that he served in Macedonia as well as France and that he died of gas 
poisoning at Oxford. He was the oldest of the men of Drighlington to die at 47 years of age. 

 

The record for John McCammon Trew in the Book of Remembrance. 

 

 


