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Acting Bombardier Fred Speight. (1898-1916). 

C Battery 85th Brigade Royal Field Artillery. 

 
The headstone for Fred Speight in St. Sever Cemetery, France. 

Fred Speight was born in Farnley in 1898. He was the son of Walter and Maria Speight, who 
lived in Farnley when they were first married, but by 1891 they had spent some time in 
Hunslet before moving to New Row back in Farnley. There the Speight family and their five 
children lived before moving to Drighlington at some time before 1911. As Walter Speight 
was a miner he probably moved to different mines looking for work. 

The 1911 census showed the Speights living at Watson’s Buildings in Adwalton with five of 
their children. They had had seven children altogether in their 29 year marriage but one child 
had died. The seven Speights, like many other families of the time, actually lived in two 
rooms. 

Fred Speight joined the British Army in Leeds and by July 27th 1915 he had embarked for 
France. This raises an interesting point about Fred’s age when he joined the army. At the time 
he would have been just 17 years old and he was therefore one of hundreds of underage 
soldiers who went to war with the army in France and elsewhere. 

Fred Speight became Gunner 72548 of the Royal Field Artillery. He was attached to ‘C 
Battery’ of the 85th Brigade of the RFA when he was killed on the Somme on July 22nd 1916. 
He had therefore lasted just less than a year in the trenches, or at least the gun emplacements 
supporting the trenches. 
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The book of remembrance in Drighlington Parish Church fills in a little of his military life in 
the page devoted to Fred Speight. He joined the army in January 1915 according to his entry. 
In March 1916 he was awarded a certificate for gallant conduct and seemingly recommended 
for the Military Medal. However, he was to die before the recommendation could be acted 
upon. 

 

The entry for Fred Speight in the Book of Remembrance. 

Fred Speight is buried in St Sever Military Cemetery, Rouen. Rouen was a town behind the 
lines where several military hospitals were located throughout the war. His medal record card 
simply reads ‘Dead’. He was a mere 18 years old. 

The Commonwealth War Grave Commission records note that his father, Walter asked that 
‘He died that we might live’ be placed on his headstone. 

 

St Sever Military Cemetery in France where Fred Speight is buried. 

 

 


