
127 
 

 

 

 

Private James Hill (1893-1918). 

2nd Battalion Prince of Wales’s Own West Yorkshire Regiment. 

 
Assevillers New British Cemetery where James Hill is buried. 

James Hill was another man who came to the village of Drighlington after spending his early 
life elsewhwere. James was born in about 1893 in Sheffield. He was the son of James and 
Clara Hill who had married in 1890. James was the oldest child of the family, Mabel, Elsie 
and Clara named  after her mother were to follow in making up the family in the next few 
years. In 1901 the Hill family were living in Sheffield and James senior was a fibre dresser. 

Ten years later the family were living at 33 Dalton Green in Huddersfield. James was 18 at 
this time and was working as a ‘Wet Hackler’. His father was working as a Hair Drawer, 
which is probably the reason why at some stage in the next few years the Hill family moved 
to Drighlington to work in the horse hair factory there. James was still working in the horse 
hair trade in 1919 and then in 1920 when Mabel and Clara, his two daughters were married at 
Tong Church. The address given at the time was that the family were living at 1 Shirley Road 

in Tong. However, at some stage between 1911 when the family lived in Huddersfield and 
1919 when they lived in Tong they must have lived in the village of Drighlington. This is 
why James Hill is named on the war memorial in Whitehall Road Drighlington. 

The medal card for James Hill still survives at the National Archive and this tells us that he 

initially joined the Bradford Pals and was given the regimental number18/958. This means 
that he would have been in the second battalion of the pals which was formed in 1915. He 
enlisted in the pals on April 23rd 1915 in Bradford. 
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The battalion was trained and equipped and was sent originally to Egypt on December 22nd 
1915. The pals were sent to France in order to prepare for the big push on the Somme and 
arrived in Marseilles on March 6th 1916. 

At some stage after the battalion was decimated on the Somme Private James Hill was 
apparently transferred to the 2nd Battalion of the West Yorkshire Regiment. This is the 
battalion which is recorded on the registers of the Commonwealth War Grave Commission. 
According to the book of remembrance James Hill was taken prisoner by the Germans but 
died of wounds on March 29th 1918. 

As he was taken prisoner  and died in Germany it is impossible to know the circumstances of 
his being captured. He was to die in a German camp it seems and he was buried in 
Vermandovillers, one of the cemeteries attached to the prison camps set up by the Germans. 
Eventually his body was transferrd to Assevillers British Cemetery, which was made up of 
graves from several other cemeteries, including several German prison camp cemeteries. 

 

The original registration for James Hill and his burial in Vermandovillers Cemetery. 

No record of the Hill family can be found other than the marriages of Clara and Mabel and so 
it is difficult to know whether they stayed in the Drighlington area. James Hill was another 
person on the war memorial who seemingly had just a short acquaintence with Drighlington, 
but probably lived in the village when he joined up in 1915, though we do not know where as 
yet. 


