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Private Frank Marlow (1894-1918). 

23rd Battalion (Tyneside Scottish) Northumberland Fusiliers. 

 
Frank Marlow’s name is engraved on the tablets of the Ploegsteert Memorial. 

Frank Marlow was one of ten children born to Jeremiah and Kate Ann Marlow who lived at 
Drighlington Crossroads in 1911. By that time one of their sons, Jack, had died and two 
children had moved out but that still left 9 persons living in four rooms. 

Jeremiah had been born in Hallaton, Leicestershire, and it seems that the family lived there at 
first when the couple were married as the oldest children record their birth place as Hallaton. 
Frank Marlow though was born in Drighlington in about 1894. The family must have moved 
to Drighlington at about that time, probably to allow Jeremiah to work as a coal miner in the 
area, as he had been in Leicestershire. By 1901 they were actually living in Whitehall Road in 
Drighlington. 

Before war broke out Frank was working as a spinner in the local cotton mill. His records do 
not survive and so he is another soldier from the village where it is difficult to tell what his 
service record was. 

However, from his medal record card we know that Frank first joined the Duke of 

Wellington’s West Riding Regiment. He enlisted at Gildersome. From the book of 
remembrance we know that this was in August 1917. Unfortunately the transcribers of the 
‘UK Soldiers Died in the Great War’ database have transcribed his place of birth as 
‘Darlington’ but of course all Drig folk will sympathise with that, having had this type of 
confusion, with Bridlington more especially over the years. So, Frank Marlow initially was 
Private 205570 Marlow of the ‘Dukes’. 
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The entry for Frank Marlow in the Book of Remembrance 

At some stage he was transferred to the Northumberland Fusiliers where he joined the 23rd 
Battalion, which was known as the Tyneside Scottish battalion. He then became Private 
60208 Marlow. 

In April the 23rd Battalion were at Pont d’Achelles, where they faced heavy fighting from the 
Germans who launched several attacks on the British trenches. The battalion was so badly 

affected by the attacks that it went down to 9 officers and 225 other ranks in strength. 

However the front fell quiet and the composite battalion was eventually relieved by the 3
rd

 
Battalion of 401 Infantry Regiment of the French Army on 20 April. 

 

The CWGC record for Frank Marlow. 

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission records that Frank Marlow died in action on 
April 20th 1918, but the chaos of the fighting in the trenches after a heavy attack by the 
Germans meant that dates were not always recorded correctly as to date of death. In Frank’s 
case the war diary for the 23rd Northumberland Fusiliers shows that on April 20th 1918 

“Except for occasional shells in vicinity of company and battalion HQ and Croix de 
Poperinghe, a very quiet day”. No casualties are actually mentioned as having been 
incurred by the battalion on that day. 

It is likely therefore that Frank Marlow was killed in action in the days leading up to April 
20th and his death recorded as having taken place then. The Tyneside Scottish battalion to 
which Frank belonged was heavily attacked from April 13th onwards by the Germans. The 
war diary for April 13th 1918 shows that the battalion were attacked ‘violently’ and driven 
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back to lines in the rear. Losses were so heavy in the attack that a composite battalion of the 
remaining men was formed. 

It is not known how Frank Marlow died, but it was certainly during the heavy fighting that 
the Northumberland Fusiliers faced during April of 1918. Although he is recorded as being 
killed in action on April 20th 1918, it is likely that he died before this date, when the Germans 
began their heavy attack on the 23rd battalion, of which Frank was a part. At first he was 
reported missing but then presumed dead. His body was never recovered and his name is 
remembered on the panels of the Ploegsteert Memorial. 

 

Ploegsteert Memorial where Frank Marlow’s name is remembered. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


