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Private John Henry Reynolds (1882-1918). 

Labour Corps 

 

The unusual layout of graves in the church yard of Beveren. 

John Henry Reynolds was born in Gawthorpe near Ossett in about 1882. His father was 
Henry Hargreaves and his mother was Agnes Reynolds. As Henry was a coal miner he was 
probably following the work when he eventually moved to Drighlington, though census 
records do not show us an approximate time that this happened. However, Henry, and his 
eventual wife, Agnes Reynolds were to marry in Drighlington Parish Church on March 28th 
1893. 

It is somewhat of a mystery as to why the children were called by the mothers name later than 
this on the 1901 census. This shows that the family consisted of three girls and two boys in 
1901. John Henry Reynolds was shown in the census to be 24 years old at this time and 
working as a coal miner, as indeed his father still was. Both are shown to be working at 
Churwell, which is a surprisingly long way to go for the times, especially as Drighlington 
seems to have had so many mines at this juncture. 

By 1911 something drastic had happened to the family as Henry Hargreaves by then was 

living as an ‘inmate’ of the Union Workhouse at Clayton, whilst his family were still living in 
Drighlington. John Henry and his two sisters were living with their mother Agnes, who 
strangely now went by her maiden name of Reynolds, in Adwalton.  

Even John Henry was confused by his mother’s surname, as on the address panel for the 

census he first wrote Reynolds, then crossed that out and wrote Hargreaves, before finally 
settling upon Reynolds. John Henry had filled the forms in as Agnes, his mother had still not 
learnt to write. In 1893 both she and Henry had made their mark on the marriage certificate, 
rather than writing their name. Agnes reverted to the name of Hargreaves it seems as when 
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she died in 1922 aged 64 she was buried in the Nethertown Congregational Church yard 
under that last name. 

According to the book of remembrance John Reynolds joined the army in 1917 and from a 
record on the ‘UK Soldiers who died on the Great War’ database, we know that he enlisted in 
Bradford and that he joined the Labour Corps. His medal record shows that he became 
Private 350216 Reynolds. 

John Reynolds ‘Died of Wounds’ on May 2nd 1918. Although where and how he died is 
unknown, apart from the fact that he is buried in a very small cemetery in a churchyard in the 
village of Beveren, North West of Ypres in Belgium. The photograph above shows that the 
war graves here are a little different from those normally set out by the Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission. (CWGC) 

 

The lovely church at Beveren, where John Reynolds is buried. 

In past years the CWGC listed all the graves as being those of prisoners of war, but the 
location of these graves led an online research forum to question that statement and the 
CWGC changed their listing of the graves to those who had DOW (Died of Wounds) rather 
than being POW     (Prisoners of War). There was in fact a military hospital in the village of 
Beveren, at a cross roads about two miles from where the church is, and so it is likely that 
John Reynolds was taken to the cemetery from this hospital to be buried. 

He came from a somewhat odd family background and obviously went through great 
hardship right up to the period before the war. The 1911 census showed that he and his 
mother and two sisters were actually living in 2 rooms, and that along with a 36 year old 
boarder, so one wonders how they all lived in such conditions! 
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The headstone of John Reynolds in the  church yard of Beveren. 

The church where John Reynolds is buried has several local Belgian soldiers buried there, but 
the arrangement of the graves of John Reynolds and his colleagues make it one of the most 
unusual and moving British cemeteries on the western front. I hope that some Drig folk 
reading this may pay his grave a visit in future, as indeed I have had the privilege of doing. 

 

 

The entry for John Henry Reynolds in the Book of Remembrance. 

The entry for John Reynolds in the book of remembrance wrongly gives his date of death as 
July 1918. His gravestone in Belgium states that he died on May 2nd 1918 and the ‘Record of 
Soldier’s Effects’ states that he ‘Died in a Belgian Military Hospital’ on that same date. 

 

 

 


