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Private Edward (‘Ted’) Pell ( 1893-1918). 

2nd Battalion York and Lancaster Regiment. 

 

The headstone for Ted Pell in Braine le Comte Cemetery. 

Ted Pell’s story is another one that is complicated to unravel. He was the son of Charles Pell 
and Christina Crossland, who had married at Penistone church on November 13th 1886. 
Charles was a 23 year old labourer and Christina 21. By the time that Edward, or Ted as he 
was known, came to be born on May 7th 1893, Charles had progressed to be a manager of a 
gas works. 

By 1901 unfortunately Charles Pell had died and the Pell family had moved to Dalton on the 
Huddersfield Moors. Christina was working as a confectioner and baker and had three 
daughters and a son, Ted, to provide for by then. By the census of 1911 Christina was living 
with Arthur Priest in Denby Dale. All of Christina’s children were living with them and 
between them they had another child, Kathleen, who was 4 years old in 1911. Ted was 18 and 
working as a warehouseman. His three sisters worked in the mills. They lived at Polygon 
Terrace in Denby Dale. 
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At some stage between 1911 and 1914 Ted met a young girl from Drighlington, Ida Freeman. 
She was the daughter of Robert and Annie Freeman who had come from Farnley and settled 
at Moorland View, Station Road in Drighlington by 1911. By the time of the census however 
Robert had died and Ida was living alone with Annie. 

How a Drighlington girl met a young man from Denby Dale at this time is a tale for family 
historians no doubt, but meet they did and on December 29th 1914 Ted Pell married Ida 
Freeman in Drighlington Parish Church. Ted signed the marriage certificate with his full 
name of Edward, though he had been baptised as Ted. They were both 21 years old, Ida was a 
weaver and Ted was a soldier. His address was shown to be ‘Southcott’, Leighton Buzzard in 

Bedfordshire. Ida’s address was shown as Moorland View in Station Road in Drighlington. It 
is for this reason that the name of Ted Pell is included on the war memorial in Whitehall 
Road, Drighlington. In reality he would have spent very little time in the village and certainly 
had little connection with Drighlington before his marriage to Ida Freeman. 

 

 

Ted Pell’s marriage certificate for his wedding to Ida Freeman. 

Ted Pell joined the army at the very start of the war, in September 1914. This is noted in the 
Book of Remembrance in the Parish Church at Drighlington. He was already in training at 
Leighton Buzzard by December 1914, as indicated by his marriage certificate. No records 
exist to show his postings in detail, but his medal record card does still exist. This shows that 
he eventually joined the York and Lancaster Regiment as Private 19772 Pell. The 
Commonwealth War Grave Commission (CWGC) record for Ted Pell shows that he was 
with the 2nd Battalion of the York and Lancaster Regiment when he died. However, it is very 
likely that he started off in training with the 10th Battalion of that regiment as they were in 
Leighton Buzzard in December 1914, whereas the 2nd Battalion had come from their base in 
Dublin to Cambridge in order to embark for France in September 1914. 

Private Pell had enlisted in Huddersfield and his record on ‘UK Soldiers Died in the Great 
War’ shows that he was first posted to the King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry, where he 
had served as 18501 Pell. Thanks to his medal card we can tell that Ted went to France on 

September 10th 1915. He must have had some time at home before embarking as he and Ida 
were to have a daughter some few months later in the early spring of 1916. She was named 
Ida Mary. 
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Ted Pell was promoted to Lance Corporal in the 2nd Battalion of the York and Lancaster 
Regiment before he died of wounds on May 8th 1918, a day after his 25th birthday. Because 
he died of wounds it is difficult to pinpoint when he would have been injured, as he could in 
fact have been wounded months before and finally succumbed to wounds. However, it is 
most likely that he was wounded during the German push forward in 1918, during a series of 
battles called the Battle of the Lys. The York and Lancaster Regiment were heavily involved 

in this series of battles and received heavy casualties. The book of remembrance shows that 
he was actually taken prisoner on March 21st 1918, when the 2nd York and Lancasters were 
involved in heavy fighting around Lagnacourt village. 

He was buried at Braine Le Comte Communal Cemetery in Belgium, not a military but a 
local one. The CWGC record shows that a total of 33 Commonwealth soldiers were buried at 
the cemetery, all of whom were prisoners of war. It is likely therefore that Ted Pell died in a 
German held part of Belgium and thus was buried in the local cemetery, rather than a CWGC 
cemetery. 

 

The British War graves at Braine Le Comte Cemetery. 

There is a postscript to the story of Ted Pell and it concerns his wife Ida. She must have 
expected him to return from the war safely as all wives no doubt hoped as she filled in the 
electoral register form for him to vote and his name is to be found on the 1918 electoral 
register for Drighlington as living at Moorland View.  

Ida went on to marry another Drighlington man, Harry Green, who had served in the Royal 
Navy during the war. It is a fascinating twist to the tale of Ted Pell that his widow and Harry 
Green took the decision to emigrate to Australia as part of the ‘Group Settlement Scheme’ 
taking emigrants to a new life in 1923. Ida and her daughter and Harry’s three children by his 

late first wife, all went to Australia and set up home in Fremantle. Ida died there in 1972. One 
hopes that she had a happy life, and it would seem to have been so, judging by the 
photographs posted on Ancestry.com by her family. 

The death of a Yorkshire soldier therefore led to a new branch of an Australian family being 
established thousands of miles away in Australia. Hopefully they are all endowed with some 
of the Yorkshire grit that their grandparents would have left them in their genes! 
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Braine le Compte Cemetery, Belgium. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


