
145 
 

 

 

Private Henry (Harry) Liley (1878-1918) 

1/4th Battalion Duke of Wellington’s West Riding Regiment 

 

 

The headstone for Harry Liley (snr) buried in Drighlington Churchyard. 

There are two H. Liley’s on the Drighlington War Memorial, one notes snr and the other jnr. 
This may mistakenly indicate to those reading the memorial that they were father and son but 
they were not. However, it could be that the words senior and junior were added to delineate 
that one was 39 or 40 years of age when he died and the other was a mere 19 years of age. 

There were several ‘Lileys’ in Drighlington at the turn of the 20th century, many living in the 
Whitehall Road area of the village. In fact another member of the Liley clan who went by the 
name of ‘Willie’ Liley was born in Drighlington and was killed in the Great War. However, 
probably by virtue of the fact that he had moved to Morley by the time of his death he does 
not figure on the war memorial for Drighlington. His name is to be found on the Morley War 
Memorial.  

Although the ‘H’ Liley’s on the memorial were not father and son they may well have been 
relatives in some way, but research would be needed to establish that. Coincidentally Harry 
Liley also had a son who was named ‘Willie’ but he was too young to have fought in the 
Great War. His full name was William Barraclough Liley, but he is entered on the 1911 
census by his shortened name. 

Harry was born as ‘Henry’ Middleton Liley in the summer of 1878. His father Middleton was 
at that time a rag merchant as well as a grocer and the family lived in a house opposite the 
station, Melbourne House. ‘Harry’ had three sisters and two brothers in 1881. His mother had 
been Grace Barraclough before marrying Harry’s father. She died in 1881so Henry was left 
with just his father and siblings from a young age. 

Harry Liley was one of seven soldiers who left pubs in Drighlington to fight in the war. One 
man left the Railway Tavern as a foster son of the landlord, never to return and another son 
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and husband left the Spotted Cow to fight in France. George Johnson’s father was the 
landlord of the Waggon and Horses and so he also had a connection with a Drighlington pub. 

In 1911 Harry Liley was the landlord of the Malt Shovel public house in Whitehall Road, 
Drighlington, which is actually the nearest pub to the war memorial which now bears his 
name. Another pub coincidence is that when Harry married his wife Emily Bradley in1907, 
Emily’s address was shown as being the ‘Railway Hotel Drighlington’. However, it is 
unlikely that she was a landlady or related to the landlord, but possibly worked as a barmaid 
there. Her father was described as a stone mason on the wedding certificate. Harold 
Middleton Liley was 27 years old at the time and Emily was 25. Harry was a painter, living in 

Melbourne House Drighlington. The house is still standing, just around the corner from the 
Railway. However, they were actually married at Birstall Parish Church on March 27th 1906. 

Their first and only child, William, came along on December 2nd 1907, at a time when the 
family were living in Fieldhead Lane Birstall. 

In the 1901 census Henry or ‘Harry’ is to be found working away from home in Nottingham 
as a painter. However, by 1911 he and his wife were shown to be living at the Malt Shovel 
Inn, in Whitehall Road Drighlington. Harry was the publican and his wife Emily was 
‘assisting in the business’. They had one servant living in the pub, the aptly named Thomas 
Tetley.  

 

The entry for Henry Middleton Liley (Harry) in the Book of Remembrance. 

According to the book of remembrance Harry Liley joined the army on August 31st 1916. He 
became Private 203158 Harry Liley of the 1st/4th Battalion, Duke of Wellington’s West 
Riding Regiment. (He had initially been posted to the 1/5th Dukes). 

Harry died on June 17th 1918. He was in the Military Hospital in Endell Street in central 
London at the time. He had therefore been brought home from France suffering from wounds 
received in action. He was taken home to his family in Yorkshire and buried in Drighlington 
churchyard on June 21st 1918. He left the sum of £393-14s-11d to his widow Emily. 
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It is impossible to know how Henry Middleton Liley, otherwise known as Harry, was 
wounded unless a member of the family comes forward in the future with family legend of it. 
The book of remembrance shows that he was wounded in action at the Battle of Kemmel Hill 
on April 26th 1918. Although Harry’s entry in the church book of remembrance states that he 
was with the 4th Battalion of the Duke of Wellington’s Regiment, he had probably been 
transferred to the 9th Battalion of the ‘Dukes’ by the time of his death. The record of soldier’s 

effects, shows that Harry was in credit to the tune of  £15.3s.6d. and that he was with the 9th 
Battalion when he died. 

 

 

Harry Liley’s entry in the UK Register of Soldier’s Effects. 

It is very clear that Harry felt the need to fight for his country and despite having a young 
child and a wife to support he left to join the colours as many Drighlington men did. One 
wonders how many regular attenders at his old pub the Malt Shovel actually know that a 
previous landlord went off to war to fight for them to be able to drink there? 

He is buried with his wife Emily in Drighlington St Paul’s churchyard under a family 
headstone. The photograph below shows Harry Liley standing with his son outside the Malt 
Shovel pub. 
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