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Private Benjamin Charles Hamilton (1891-1918) 

9th Battalion Duke of Wellington’s West Riding Regiment. 

 
St Sever Military Cemetery where Benjamin Hamilton is buried. 

Benjamin Charles Hamilton was born in Morley on April 19th 1891. We know this because 
of a very helpful entry in de Ruvigny’s Roll of Honour, printed after the war. This contained 
the pen pictures of thousands of soldiers who had died in the war. However, there seems to be 
no rationale for including one soldier and excluding another. For example, Horace Waller, a 
soldier from nearby Batley who received the Victoria Cross posthumously is not included at 
all. 

Like several soldiers on the Roll of Honour in Whitehall Road, Drighlington Ben Hamilton 
had little contact with the village in his early life, but like others he moved there after his 
marriage to Bertha Hobman, who was an ‘Atherton Lass’. 

Benjamin Charles Hamilton was the oldest child of Benjamin and Louisa Hamilton of 
Springfield Lane Morley. He had seven brothers and sisters who were still living by the 1911 
census, but the Hamilton’s had lost four other children by that time. 

On his baptism register entry for May 4th 1891 Benjamin’s father is noted as being a 
warehouseman and the family were living at 28 Walker’s Place, Morley. By 1901 the 
Hamilton family were living at 10 Springfield Lane, Morley with their three children. 
Benjamin Charles was 9 years old by then and attending St Peter’s School in Morley. After 
school he was employed at the ‘Coddy’ Mill in Birstall as a spinner. 

It may be that he met his future wife Alberta Hobman in the same mill in Birstall as she was a 
weaver in 1914 when they married at St Paul’s Church, Drighlington. Benjamin was 23 and 
Alberta 22 at the time. Her father, Robert Hobman was a miner and Benjamin Thomas 
Hamilton (the father of the groom) was a percher in the mills. By this time Benjamin Charles 
had changed his role in the mills to be a scourer. Alberta had lived at Adwalton Lane in 
Drighlington before her marriage and so a walk to a mill in Birstall would not have been too 
far. 
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The soldier’s file of Private Hamilton is still in existence today and it is quite a full one, thus 
allowing us to see where and when he enlisted and some personal details about him from his 
medical examination. The file has the words ‘Died of Wounds’ scrawled over the front pages. 

Benjamin Charles Hamilton was attested into the army on December 8th 1915 when he was 
24 years and 8 months old. He joined the reserves on the very next day but was not mobilised 
until April 12th 1916. After some training he was soon on his way to France to join the 24th 
Infantry Brigade as a soldier in the 8th Battalion Duke of Wellington’s West Riding 
Regiment. He embarked from Folkestone for France on September 26th 1916. 

For the first part of his service in France Ben Hamilton was attached to the 34th Brigade Field 
Ambulance Unit. Then he joined his own regiment, the 8th Battalion on January 20th 1917. He 
served with his battalion until September 1917 when, after a few days leave, he joined the 9th 
Battalion of the Duke of Wellington's Regiment and was posted to the Headquarters section. 
His next posting was to join his battalion in the field in February 1918. 

The leave he had been granted in September at least took him home to Yorkshire and as a 
result his second child was born in June 1918. Robert Hamilton was born on June 18th 1918, 
another son to add to Albert Allan who was born on May 14th 1915. 

From his medical examination records we can tell that Benjamin Hamilton was 5’9” tall and 
was in good physical condition, weighing 134llbs. He was actually examined in Gildersome, 
the neighbouring village to Drighlington. 

Private Hamilton seems to have had one or two ‘run ins’ with army authority during his short 
career. In October 1916 he was found to be dirty on marching order parade and not having 
shaved and in February 1917 he was found to be absent from parade. For both offences he 
received the punishment of being confined to barracks. 

The entry for Ben Hamilton in de Ruvigny’s states that he died from wounds on August 21st 
1918 and that he had been wounded on August 14th in action at Delville Wood. His records 
show that it was August 17th before he was actually admitted to the casualty clearing station 
number 53, suffering from multiple gunshot wounds. It may be that it took some time to find 

him and convey him to the aid station. He was to die in Number 9, Lakeside, USA Hospital, 
Rouen. 

Private Hamilton’s file contains the front page of a copy of a will which he had filled in but 
no other details of it. The will page was included in the pay book of the soldiers for them to 
fill in. The page seems to have been forwarded to the War Office for action in quick time on 
August 22nd 1918. 

On January 13th 1919 Mrs Alberta Hamilton received the last possessions of her husband 
Benjamin when the War Office wrote and sent her a set of pips, a razor, 2 badges, letters, 
photos, cards and a purse. A few days later she was notified that her two children and herself 
would be receiving a pension of 25s and 5d per week in respect of her husband’s army 
service. 

It was not until January of 1921 that Alberta Hamilton received her husband’s victory medal 
from the War Office, and not until March of 1921 that she felt able to send back the receipt 
for it. Alberta was to receive the grand sum of £21.16s.11d, the residue of her husband’s pay, 
when the war office were able to sort out his effects. 
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Private 199962 Benjamin Charles Hamilton is buried in St Sever Military Extension 
Cemetery in Rouen, France. 

 

The entry in de Ruvigny’s Roll of Honour for Benjamin Hamilton. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


