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Private George Hutchinson (1886-1918). 

9th Battalion Durham Light Infantry. 

 
The neat lawns of Fifteen Ravine British Cemetery where George Hutchinson is buried. 

George Hutchinson was born in Drighlington in 1886. He was the son of John Robert 
Hutchinson and his wife Mary, who had married in about 1881. By 1891 the Hutchinsons had 
two children, Ethel, who was 7 and George who was 4 years old. Their father John was 
working as a farm labourer then and they lived in Wakefield Road. Ethel’s full name as it 
appeared on future censuses was actually Martha Ethel. 

By 1901 the Hutchinsons had moved to Moorside Road and John was working as a labourer 
at the brickworks, probably Rushforths where the Brickworks Pub now stands. Martha Ethel 
was a weaver by this time and George was working as an office boy at 14 years old, probably 
in the post office. 

By 1911 John had changed jobs again and was working at a colliery as a banksman. George 
had also changed jobs and was a warehouseman. Both he and his sister were still unmarried 
and living with their parents at Dunkirk Terrace, Moorside Road in Drighlington. 

George joined the army by taking the oath on December 3rd 1915. He was posted to the army 
reserve on the next day but was not actually mobilised until July 19th 1916. This was after the 
terrible losses the army had suffered on the Somme and recruits were badly needed. He was 
first posted to the West Riding Regiment and became Private 5248 Hutchinson. 

Part of the forms that were filled in on the day he joined and his service record still exists but 
they are not fully completed. From those that do survive we know that George was 29 years 
and 139 days old in December 1915 and that he was a wool washer, living in Moorside Road 
Drighlington. He was 5'5 1/2" tall, which is quite short for today, but fairly average for the 
Yorkshire men of the time. 

Unfortunately George’s service record ends at the time he is posted to the West Riding 
Regiment on July 20th 1916. However, his medal record card also still exists and from that we 
can tell that he was eventually transferred to the Durham Light Infantry, where he was to be 
given two different regimental numbers, firstly 9/7447 and then 325802. The 9 prefix in his 
number indicates that he joined the 9th Battalion of the Durham Light Infantry, or the 
‘Gateshead Ghurkhas’ as they were jokingly known. 
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Part of George Hutchinson’s Attestation Papers. 

In February 1918 the 9th Battalion were converted from being an infantry battalion into a 
‘Pioneer’ battalion, which meant that they were the road and trench diggers at the front. They 
relieved the 6th Battalion of the Durham Light Infantry at Maiden Camp on February 6th 
1918. However, they were used as an infantry battalion later in the year and it was for this 
reason that the 9th DLI found themselves in the front line near Havrincourt in September 
1918. 

The war diary for the 9th Durhams for the 13th and 14th September 1918 shows what happened 
at the village on those two days: 

September 13th 1918. Enemy advanced on village and successful in penetrating it on left. 
Situation was restored about midday. B Company tried to bomb down Hindenburg Line but 
was unable to advance further than Kut Lane. 5th Duke of Wellington’s came up between 
A and B companies and advanced with heavy casualties. 

September 14th 1918. A and B companies withdrew at 4 am. To be clear of barrage of 2/20th 
London Regiment who attacked final objectives. Attack was successful. A and B companies 
in establishing the line took 2 officers and 49 other ranks prisoners. Very heavy shelling 
throughout the afternoon and evening. At dark C company came back to Kitten Trench 
and A Company to Yorkshire Bank (trench). Casualties 2 Or Ranks Killed and two 
wounded. 

It is impossible to know whether George died as a result of the fighting at Havrincourt, or 
was a victim of the very heavy shelling noted in the war diary for the battalion. 

George Hutchinson died on September 14th 1918 at Havrincourt, France and is buried at the 
quaintly named Fifteen Ravine British Cemetery at Villers-Plouich in northern France. 
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The entry for George Hutchinson in the Book of Remembrance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


