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Private Joseph Fearnley Wigglesworth (1890-1918). 

7th Battalion East Yorkshire Regiment. 

 

The headstone for Private Joseph Wigglesworth. 

Joseph Fearnley Wigglesworth was born in Drighlington on December 21st 1890. He was 
baptised in the parish church on February 8th 1891. His parents were Percy and Letitia 
Wigglesworth. Percy was shown to be a butcher at the time. The vicar presiding over the 
ceremony was V.F. Hammond. 

Joseph was Percy and Letitia’s first child, coming just in time to be recorded on the census of 
1891 as their first born. They themselves were just twenty years old in 1891 and were living 
in Silver Street, which was a street just off Station Road, near to where the surgery stands 
now. 

By 1901 the family had moved to Whitehall Road, just a few doors away from other 
members of the Wigglesworth family. There were now two daughters, Florence and Lucy and 
Joseph was ten years old. The family were still living in Whitehall Road in 1911 but Joseph 
was now a butcher, following in his father’s footsteps. Florence was a dressmaker in 
Bradford and Lucy at 15 was working at home. 

In the same year Joseph was to marry Alice Brown who lived in Tong, and whose sister, 
Clara was married to another Drighlington soldier, Edward Barron, who lost his life in the 
war. Joseph was twenty years old and Alice was 19 at the time. 
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A copy of the marriage certificate for Joseph Wigglesworth. 

Joseph joined the army at Bradford, on January 2nd 1917, according to the book of 
remembrance. He became Private 31570 Wigglesworth of the East Yorkshire Regiment, and 
served with the 7th Battalion. 

 

The badge of the East Yorkshire Regiment. 

 

The Book of Remembrance entry for Joseph Wigglesworth. 

The East Yorkshire Regiment’s 7th Battalion was formed at Beverley on September 16th 1914 
as part of Kitchener’s new army and came under the orders of 50th Brigade. The battalion 
landed at Boulogne on July 14th 1916. 
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A rather grainy photograph of Joseph Fearnley Wigglesworth as a soldier. 

As with all soldiers of the First World War it is difficult to trace their whereabouts at given 

times, unless they are specifically mentioned in war diaries, or their files survive. Sadly 

Joseph’s file does not. The book of remembrance however tells us that Joseph was wounded 

in August 1917 and returned to France in June of 1918. We know that he died from wounds 

on September 18th 1918. At that time the East Yorkshires were near the village of 

Gouzeaucourt and were ordered to attack the enemy trenches with the 10th West Yorkshires 

and the 6th Dorsets, with the Royal Welch Fusiliers on their flanks.  

The war diary for the battalion is quite full in its description of what happened in September 

1918, but selected excerpts are included here. The writer of the diary is extremely descriptive 

in his chronicling of events and at one stage writes that ‘pandemonium reigned supreme’. 

One can only marvel at the pandemonium that these soldiers lived under! 

“September 12th 1918.  The battalion remained at rest near Rocqijiny from the 12th to the 
16th. The rest was spent in reorganising and refitting the companies. 

16th September At 9 am a Commanding Officer’s conference was held at Divisional 
Headquarters when further details of the proposed attack were discussed. Orders were 
received at 5-30 pm that the battalion would move forward once again. 

17th September. The night was a most miserable one for in addition to the inky darkness 
rain came down in torrents. At 7-15 pm orders were received that the battalion, in 
conjunction with the 10th West Yorkshires and 6th Dorsets would take part in an attack the 
following morning. Zero hour was fixed for 5-30 am on the 18th. 

18th September. The assembling was carried out noiselessly, in spite of the darkness and 
heavy rain which continued to fall from 2 am onwards. From 2 am to 5 am the enemy sent 
over a large number of gas shells but these were fortunately over the crest and away from 
the troops. At 5-20 the barrage opened and for some hours pandemonium reigned 
supreme. Within ten minutes the enemy replied. The first objective was easily gained. 

Very stiff opposition and a surprise awaited the attackers in the sunken road by working 
round the flanks two batches of prisoners were brought out of two large saps, British made, 
and over 200 including 7 officers were sent back, a most creditable bag. 
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Casualties had been heavy and the commanding officer on moving forward after dusk 
began to reorganise the battalion. They (the enemy) had direct observation from the village 
(Gouzeaucourt) and obtained a number other ranks, casualties were heavy. Total 
casualties recorded at the end of the month of September for the engagement from the 18th 
were: 

Officers: Killed 3: Wounded 7: Wounded and outstanding 1 OR’s:     Killed 16:  Wounded 
244: Missing 45. 

The village of Gouzeaucourt is in northern France and saw heavy fighting in 1917 and 1918. 

It was captured by the Irish Guards in November 1917 but lost to the Germans again. The 

village features in the poem ‘The Irish Guards’ by Rudyard Kipling. 

“From Barry Wood to Gouzeaucourt 

From Boyne to Pilkem Ridge 

The ancient days come back no more 

Than water under the bridge 

But the bridge it stands and the water runs 

As red as yesterday 

And the Irish move to the sound of the guns 

Like salmon to the sea”. 

Private Wigglesworth was to endure the pandemonium described by his officer diarist, but in 
doing so he was wounded. Whether by artillery fire or machine gun, or by the snipers that 
took many lives of East Yorkshire soldiers that day we will never know. However, he was to 
die of his wounds as did many of the 244 men of his battalion who were initially reported as 
wounded that day. 

 

 The Cemetery at Thilloy Road Beaulencourt, France. 

Joseph Fearnley Wigglesworth is buried in Thilloy Road Cemetery, Beaulencourt, France. 

The cemetery was started by the 53rd Field Ambulance Unit, to which Joseph would no doubt 
have been taken, to one of three casualty clearing stations they staffed. Joseph’s grave is one 
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of 240 British graves in the cemetery, along with 10 German graves. His parents chose the 
epitaph ‘Thy will be done’ to be inscribed on his grave. 

By the time of his death the Wigglesworth parents had moved to Lumb Hall View in 
Drighlington. The record of soldier’s effects shows that his wife Alice was due £5.16s.2d. 
from his pay. The CWG record gives the address of Percy Wigglesworth as being Lumb Hall 
View. 

 

The record of soldier’s effects entry for Joseph Wigglesworth. 

 

The CWGC entry for Joseph Wigglesworth’s grave. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


