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Private Harvey Green (1900-1918). 

15th Battalion Prince of Wales’s Own West Yorkshire Regiment 

Attached to 1st Battalion West Yorkshire Regiment. 

   
A headstone which commemorates Harvey Green in Drighlington Churchyard. 

The name of Harvey Green is commemorated in the churchyard at Drighlington on the 
headstone of his father James and his mother Sarah. He is buried at Chappelle British 
Cemetery in Holnon, Northern France. Harvey was born in Drighlington in 1900 and so was 
one of the youngest of the ‘Drig Lads’ to lose his life in the war. 

In 1911 the Green family were living at Moorland Terrace in Drighlington. James and Sarah 
Green had had eight children but three of them had died. Their oldest son Harry was fifteen 
and working as a piecener in a mill, as was his younger brother, thirteen year old Charlie. 
Harvey Green was shown as an eleven year old still at school, as were his younger brother 
Arthur and sister Bessie. Their father James was working as an estate labourer and 
gamekeeper in 1911. He was 47 years old.  

Harvey joined the army at the recruiting office in Bradford in February 1918 and was posted 
to the 15th Battalion of the Prince of Wales’s Own West Yorkshire Regiment, which was 
colloquially known as the 1st Leeds Pals. He became Private 64107 Green. He must have 
been recruited at an age younger than eighteen as he was that age when he died in 1918 and 
would have needed to have undergone some training at least before joining the regiment in 
France. 

Harvey Green was killed on September 18th 1918 at a time when the German army were 
retreating and open warfare had broken out, rather than the stalemate that had existed since 
1915. 
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Laurie Milner’s book on the Leeds Pals gives an account of where the battalion were in 
September 1918 when Harvey was killed: 

“By the end of August 1918 the Battalion had received intelligence reports that the enemy 
was retreating. Reconnaissance patrols were sent out but little or no opposition was 
encountered and fires were found to be raging in the German trenches and dug outs. 

The Pals spent the first two weeks of September in camp training for open warfare, with 
particular emphasis on company attacks and the use of rifle grenades. On the 13th of 
September 1918 they advanced through Ballieul and on the 18th made a successful attack 
on Soyer Farm in the Ploegesteert sector capturing sixty Germans”. 

By this time however it seems that Harvey Green was attached from the Pals Regiment to the 
1st Battalion of the Prince of Wales’s Own West Yorkshire Regiment. By the end of 1918 
there had been much re-organisation within the British Army and the Pals themselves were 
amalgamated with the 17th Battalion, so it would not be unusual to see soldiers being moved 
about to fill up gaps.  

The headstone in Drighlington church yard confirms where Harvey Green is buried, in 
Holnon Cemetery, but the Pals were at Ploegsteert on that day, whereas the 1st Battalion were 
actually attacking Holnon village at this very time. 

The War Diary of the 1st Battalion POWO West Yorkshire Regiment shows that they lost 
many men during the attack. It notes: 

“Battalion attacked enemy positions East of Holnon village, in conjunction with 11th Essex 
Regiment on the left and 2/59th French Regiment on the right at 5-30 am. B and D 
companies in the front line suffered heavy casualties through intense machine gun fire 
from both flanks and very little news was obtained from the most forward elements of these 
two companies, who were reported by aeroplane to have reached their objective.” 

Casualties reported for the time in the war diary for the first days of the attack were high , and 
no doubt rose in numbers of deaths when the missing were reported dead and others died of 
wounds. 

Numbers reported in the war diary for the attack on 16th 17th and 18th of September were: 

One Officer and 16 Other Ranks Killed. 

Twelve Officers Wounded, one officer missing. 

Other Ranks, 119 wounded 86 missing. 

On September 19th 1918 the battalion was to suffer nearly one hundred more casualties as 
they again attacked Holnon village. Whether Harvey Green was in one of the two front line 
companies who were cut to pieces by machine gun fire at the battle of Holnon village is 
unknown, but he was certainly killed at some stage during the days of that attack to take the 
village and rests in the cemetery near to where he was killed. At eighteen years of age he was 
one of the youngest Drig lads to be killed in the war. 

 

 


