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Private James Ramsden (1893-1918). 

1/6th Battalion The King’s Liverpool Regiment. 

 
The cemetery at Fouquieres Churchyard Extension where James Ramsden is buried. 

James Ramsden was born in Drighlington on April 1st 1893. He came from a long line of 
miners. His father George was one and his father Thomas before him. George and Louisa 
baptised their three children, Clara, Alice and James on March 9th 1898 at Drighlington 
Parish Church. 

Only two years later, in June 1900, their father George was to die. The 1901 census shows 
that the Ramsdens were living in Wakefield Road, with Louisa as a 39 year old bringing up 
her four children, Maud Mason from a previous marriage who was 16 years old and working 
at the time, whilst two daughters were still only 10 and 11. James was a seven year old boy at 
this time. 

Sadly no record of the family can be found in the 1911 census. Why they are not entered on a 
census form is somewhat of a mystery. The next time that we see the name of James 
Ramsden is on the UK Soldier’s Died in the Great War database. This showed that he joined 
the army at Halifax and was posted to the North Staffordshire Regiment at first, where he was  
Private 37067 Ramsden. He enlisted on March 2nd 1917. However, at some stage he was 
transferred to the King’s Liverpool Regiment where he became Private 49968. He was to join 
the 6th Battalion of the Liverpool Regiment. According to the book of remembrance in 
Drighlington church James Ramsden was killed by a sniper at Bethune on September 25th 
1918. 

The war diary for the 6th Battalion of the King’s Liverpool Regiment shows that on 
September 24th 1918 the battalion went into the trenches at Festubert and next day on the 25th 
the diary shows: 

“A and B Coys attacked and captured La Basse Road from left division boundary to 
telephone exchange, in conjunction with attack by 19th division on left. 
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6-30pm. Enemy counter attacked under cover of heavy barrage and our outposts were 
forced to withdraw to Nora Trench. 

26th September 1918. A and B Coys counter attacked and recaptured La Basse Road. 
Battalion relieved by 1/5th King’s Liverpools and on relief proceede to position as reserve 
battalion. Casualties for 25th and 26th - 3 officers wounded, 6 other ranks killed, 50 other 
ranks wounded, 11 other ranks missing”. 

Whether James Ramsden was killled in the counter attack on the British trenches, or as they 
withdrew to Nora trench is impossible to know. His body was recovered and he is buried in 
Fouquieres le Bethune cemetery, which is about 1 kilometre south of the village of Bethune. 
He was 25 years of age. 

 

The entry for James Ramsden in the Book of Remembrance. 

The CWGC record for James Ramsden shows the names of James’ parents, although George 
had died by the time this was registered of course. His mother chose the inscription ‘Greater 
love hath no man than this that a man lay down his life for his friends 

 

The CWG record for the burial of James Ramsden. 

 

 

 


