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Thomas Edward Holliday (1880-1918). 

5th London Rifle Brigade. 

 

The cemetery in France where Thomas Holliday is buried. 

Thomas Edward Holliday was born in Drighlington on February 26th 1880. He was baptised 
at Birstall St. Peter’s church in May of 1880. Thomas was the son of Charles and Jane 
Holliday. Charles was a spinner in the mills when Thomas was born. In 1881 Charles was 
living with his 33 year old wife and son Thomas in Wakefield Road in Drighlington. Thomas 
was 30 years old himself. Jane had been a Grayshon before she married Charles at Birstall on 
December 19th 1878. Her father was Edward Grayshon, a joiner and cabinet maker and the 
father of Charles was Israel Holliday, a miner. The Hollidays lived next door to Israel in 
Wakefield Road for some years when they were married. 

Thomas Holliday was the only son of Charles and Jane. They were to have no more children 
and by 1901 were still living in Drighlington, probably in the same house in Wakefield Road, 
though the census for that year records the address as ‘Adwalton’ only. 

Three years later, in 1904, Thomas Holliday married a Drig lass, Margaret Collins. Margaret 
was the sister of Harry Collins who also lost his life in the war. She was another girl from the 
village who had lost a brother and a husband in the First World War. The two were married at 
Drighlington Parish Church on November 13th 1904. Thomas was 24 and Margaret 25 years 
old at the time. Margaret’s father was Richard Collins, a farmer in the village. In 1908 the 
Holliday family were blessed with a son, Charles Granville Holliday, who was born in 
Adwalton. By 1911 Charles Granville was still their only son. Thomas was working as a 
general carrier at that time. 

Thomas Holliday’s army records do not exist now, except for his medal record card and a 
record of his service on the ‘UK Soldiers Died in the Great War Database’. From the 
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database we know that Thomas enlisted in the army at Halifax and that he was first posted to 
the Northumberland Fusiliers, where he became Private 33233 Holliday.  

After that he was transferred to the Rifle Brigade, where he was to be Private and then 
Corporal 45128 Holliday. The Commonwealth War Grave Commission record also states that 
Thomas Holliday served with the Durham Light Infantry as well, but no other records show 
that service unfortunatley. 

 

The CWGC Record for Thomas Holliday. 

At some stage Thomas Holliday was transferred from the Rifle Brigade to the 5th London 
Rifles Regiment section of that brigade. He was killed on October 1st 1918 near the village of 
Sauchy-Cauchy in France.  The village of Sauchy-Cauchy was captured by the 56th London 
Division on September 27th 1918, which Thomas Holliday was a part of. There are only 54 
graves in this very small cemetery.  

From the page in the book of remembrance in the church we know that he enlisted on July 
26th 1916 and that he was wounded in April 1917. The page then states that he was killed at 
the Battle of Cambrai on October 1st 1918. He was 38 years old. 

 

Thomas Holliday’s page in the book of remembrance. 

Sadly his father Charles James was to die only two years later. He left £633-4s-7d in his will 
to his daughter Ann Holliday. It is somewhat of a mystery as to why he left his money to 
Ann, his daughter, as his wife Margaret was still alive, dying in 1940 at 77 Wakefield Road 
Drighlington. She left £830-6s. to her son Charles Granville Holliday, who was by then an 
insurance clerk. He married Lily Raby in 1933 and lived in Wakefield Road himself for some 
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years after that. Charles Granville Holliday died in Poynton, Cheshire in 1960, leaving a wife, 
Lily. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


