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Private Ernest Frankland (1891-1918). 

2nd Northumberland Fusiliers. 

 

Ernest Frankland’s entry in the Book of Remembrance. 

Despite all efforts in searching for him the name of Drighlington’s Ernest Frankland cannot 
be found on any war grave records. There is one Ernest Frankland registered by the 
Commonwealth War Grave Commission but it is not the one registered on Drighlington’s 
War Memorial. At least that is how the final name to be researched on Drighlington’s War 
Memorial would have started its chapter. However, due to some detective work I am pleased 
to say that I have managed to locate the last resting place of Ernest Frankland and I hope that 
this will bring some solace to the family and descendants of Ernest, who have posted on 
ancestry.com to say that they have been looking for his grave without success. 

According to the book of remembrance Ernest Frankland served with the 2nd Battalion of the 
Northumberland Fusiliers. His connection to Drighlington is somewhat slight and comes 
through his marriage to Alberta Unwin, though it has also been difficult to find a marriage 
certificate for this union. 

The Franklands were originally a Baildon family. Thomas Albert Frankland had married 
Grace Elizabeth Kendall at Bradford Parish Church on April 21st 1888. Grace was a 19 year 
old wool drawer and Thomas a 21 year old wool sorter. Whether they met at the same mill is 

not known but as their addresses were 56 Windsor Road, Shipley in the case of Thomas and 
13 Windsor Road for Grace then they would have certainly have known each other and 
probably were childhood sweethearts. Thomas’ father Timothy was shown to be an 
overlooker of woolcombers, so a mill foreman and Grace’s father was shown as a stone 
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mason but he had unfortunately died. In 1891 the Franklands were living at 16 Nelson Street 
in Baildon and probably to earn a little extra cash, had a boarder living with them. 

By the time of the next census in 1901 the Frankland family had increased by having two 
children. Ernest was born in about 1892 and Elsie in about 1888. They had moved from 
Baildon, probably following work and were now living in Laisterdyke, in Bradford. Thomas 
was still working in the mills as a woolsorter but Grace had gone back to work and was now 
a mohair dresser. At some stage in the years between 1901 and 1911 Elsie Frankland died 
and the family were left with one son, Ernest. In 1911 he was an apprentice woolsorter, the 
same occupation his father had had for many years. The family noted on the census that they 

had been married for 22 years and that they had had two children born alive but that one had 
died. They were now living in a five roomed house at 2 Westbury Street, Laisterdyke. 

After this the story of the Franklands becomes a little difficult to trace. However, Ernest was 
to marry Alberta Unwin at some time between 1911 and 1914, though again there is no 

marriage certificate to prove that. One point of proof that they were together though was the 
record of the birth of their son, Jack Frankland, who was born at Bedwelty Pits in 
Monmouthshire.  

Kelly’s Directory for Bedwelty for 1901 shows that there was a large colliery and several 
ironworks at Bedwelty at the turn of the century, but no woollen mills. It may well be that 
Ernest had heard of the work at the colliery, which employed over 1,000 men at its height, 
and moved there from Yorkshire in order to get work there. 

The Frankland family sojourn in Bedwelty could not have lasted long as at some stage the 
Franklands must have settled in Drighlington, as there is no other connection to the village 
before this that would merit Ernest being on the Drighlington war memorial.  

By the time of the 1919 electoral roll both Grace and Thomas Frankland were actually living 
at Croft Row in Drighlington. The location of the latter houses is now unknown, but it may 
well be that Ernest and Grace returned from Bedwelty to stay with Ernest’s parents. Strangely 
though, there is no trace of Alberta Frankland’s name on the same electoral roll and she may 
have moved house by then outside of the village. Her father, Charles Unwin, is actually on 
the electoral register in 1919 as living in Whitehall Road. So it would seem that both Ernest’s 
family and that of his wife had moved to Drighlington by the time the war had ended in 1918. 

We know from the book of remembrance in the church that Ernest Frankland joined the army 
on April 17th 1917. He was posted to the 2nd Battalion of the Northumberland Fusiliers and 
became Private 44925 Frankland. According to the book of remembrance he was to serve in 
Salonica and France before his eventual death at Le Cateret in France on October 6th 1918. 

The war diary of the 2nd Battalion Northumberland Fusiliers shows what happened on the day 
of Ernest’s death. The diary also gives a clue as to where he is buried, a piece of information 
that has been eluding the Frankland family history researchers for some time it seems. The 
diary shows:  

“6th October 1918 Weather Fine. Except for enemy artillery fire the front was comparatively quiet 
until about 8am. B and C coys. Under the command of Lt Tonson-Rye were ordered to deploy on 
line T19 central to T25 central for an attack on the Beaurevoir line. This line was occupied after 
very little resistance, but owing to the trench being only 1 foot deep enemy machine gun fire from 
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high ground to the east caused a good many casualties. B and C Coys then withdrew to a line in the 
sunken road. 

About 1300hrs an attack on Villers Farm was ordered. The enemy was known to hold the farm very 
strongly with machine guns. The attack commenced and withdrew to the original position in 
sunken road when we were relieved by the 149th Brigade and marched to bivouacs on the 
Hindenberg Line Bony. Casualties during the day Lt Collings killed 5 OR’s killed. 12 Or’s 
wounded”. 

It would seem that Ernest Frankland was one of the five OR’s or ‘Other Ranks’ who were killed by 
the machine gun fire they faced in the two attacks that were launched that day by the Northumberland 
Fusiliers. Mention of Lieutenant Collings has led to the finding of the war grave location for Ernest 
Frankland, a quest which has eluded the modern day Frankland family for some time. 

Lieutenant Collings was buried in Prospect Hill Cemetery at Gouy in France. It seemed natural to 
expect that the five men who had been killed with him that day would be buried at some location near 
to his grave. However, in the chaos and confusion of that war anything could happen in terms of the 
dead being relocated or placed in other cemeteries. 

It was not difficult to locate an E. Franklin in the same cemetery as Lieutenant Collings. The 
Commonwealth War Grave Commission notes this man as service number 44295 Lance Corporal E. 
Franklin. However, we know from Ernest Frankland’s war medal record at the National Archive that 
he was in fact Lance Corporal 44295. At some stage therefore the name of  E. Franklin has been 
wrongly placed on the war grave headstone in Prospect Hill cemetery and it should read 44295 
Frankland. 

 

The CWGC even issues a certificate to families searching for their fallen ancestors and this shows that 
Lance Corporal 44295 Franklin is indeed buried at Prospect Hill Cemetery, though in reality he is not, 
Ernest Frankland is! 

The record for the CWGGC for that grave shows “~6th October 1918. Son of Mrs. Franklin 

of Thornton Cottage Whitehall Road Brighlington (sic). Bradford. “ 

It is one of what must have been many administrative errors in placing millions of men in 

graves in those chaotic times. Fortunately the Frankland family, who lived in Drighlington 
for many years after the war now know where their relative is buried, albeit under an error of 
name. The CWGC record also shows that he had reached Lance Corporal rank by then. This 
differs from the record on him in the book of remembrance in Drighlington Parish Church of 
course. 
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Ernest Frankland is buried in Prospect Hill Cemetery France, under the gravestone headed 44295 Franklin! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


