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John Henry Newton (1890-1918). 

1/7th Battalion Prince of Wales’s Own West Yorkshire Regiment. 

 

John Henry Newton’s headstone in Erquelinnes Cemetery, Belgium. 

John Henry Newton was born in Alvethorpe near Wakefield in 1890. He was baptised at the 
parish church there on March 6th 1890. His father was Charles Henry Newton and his mother 
was Mary Newton. In 1891 they were living at 1 Victoria Street Alvethorpe and Charles was 
a railway signalman there. Charles and Mary had themselves been born in Lincolnshire. They 
had two other older children, a son and a daughter at this time. 

By 1901 the family had moved to Drighlington and Charles and family are shown on the 
census of that year as living in Adwalton, where Charles was a relief signalman. No doubt he 
had taken up the chance of working as a signalman at the station, in the old signal box which 
stood near the station itself at the level crossing there, moving his family in the last years of 
the 1890’s. John Henry was about eleven years old at the time and no doubt attending the 
local school. 

Ten years later the Newton family were still to be found living in Adwalton. In 1911 four of 
their children were living with them. John Henry was now working in the mills. The Newtons 
had had 9 children in their 26 years of marriage but sadly two of them had died. Six members 
of the family were living in three rooms by 1911. 

The next major event in the life of John Newton was his marriage to a Drighlington girl, 
Alice Freeman. They married at the parish church in Drighlington on August 14th 1915. John 
Henry was 25 and a hand riveter by profession and Alice was 23 and shown on the certificate 

to be a weaver from Church View in Drighlington, Her father was a blacksmith, Samuel 
Freeman. Her brother was Harold Freeman, another man who lost his life in the war. Alice 
was another woman to lose a brother and a husband to the war. John Henry was shown as 
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living at Telford’s Buildings in Adwalton at the time of the marriage. These are the terrace 
cottages which stand opposite what was the old fish and chip shop many years ago, but is 
now a Chinese takeaway. 

We know that John Newton enlisted in the army in Gildersome on May 1st 1917 and was 
eventually to join the 7th Battalion of the Prince of Wales’s Own West Yorkshire Regiment, 
where he became Rifleman 270084 Newton. However, he was posted to the 1/8th Battalion of 
the regiment at first according to the war office register of war medals. 

The 1/7th Battalion were the Leeds Rifles. They had landed at Boulogne on May 15th 1915, 
and so John Newton was a later arrival in France than this. He died on October 17th 1918. His 
medal record card simply states ‘Deceased’. However, we know from the book of 
remembrance in the church that John Henry Newton was taken prisoner by the Germans on 
April 16th 1918 and died of enteric fever some six months later.  

The war diary of the 1/7th Battalion West Yorkshire Regiment for April 1918 shows what was 
happening to the battalion on the days around April 16th: 

Lincoln Camp. 11th April 1918. The battalion received orders today to move into the line 
immediately to form a defensive flank South of Wytschaete. 

16th April 1918. Heavy enemy barrage opened and enemy attacked. 

In a report attached to the war diary Brigadier General G.H. Gater, who was responsible for 
the 1/7th pointed out that the battalion had been subjected to heavy shelling for a period of 
five days leading up to the German attack on April 16th 1918. 

It was during this attack that the Germans overwhelmed the positions held by John Newton 
and his colleagues from the 7th battalion and he and others were taken prisoner. 

John Henry Newton is buried at the Erquelinnes Cemetery in Belgium. Erquelinnes 
Communal Cemetery contains the graves of 67 Commonwealth soldiers. They were dug by 
Germans in October and November of 1918 and so it confirms that John Newton was a 
prisoner of war when he died. He was 28 years old. His widow Alice was shown to be 
entitled to back pay of £24.13s2d, which included a war gratuity of £8 in the UK record of 
soldier’s effects. 
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The entry for John Henry Newton in the Book of Remembrance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


