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Sergeant Horace Osborne D.C.M. M.M. (1893-1918). 

15th Battalion Durham Light Infantry. 

 

The headstone for Horace Osborne in Awoingt British Cemetery with the notation of D.C.M and M.M. 

The story of Horace Osborne is at one and the same time inspiring but tragic. He was killed 
in action on October 26th 1918, but not before he showed great gallantry and strength of 
character in joining the colours for a third time. His grave bears the letters D.C.M and M.M. 
after his name, showing that he was probably the most decorated of the Drighlington fallen. 

Horace Osborne’s father, George Richard Osborne, was born in Cranfield in Bedfordshire in 
1855. By 1877 George had moved from Bedfordshire to Bradford and in that year he married 
a girl who had been born in Wortley but was living in Bradford at the time. This was Jane 
Sutcliffe. Why George had moved from Cranfield is of course unknown, but it may be that 
his employment as a stoker in the gas industry meant that he could move to different areas 
easily. 

By 1881 George and Jane had found a house in Whitehall Road, Drighlington, next door to 
where Jane Sutcliffe’s family lived, not far from the gas works in Cockersdale where George 
was working as a stoker. They had one child, Arthur, by this time. He was three years old. By 
1884 when Arthur was baptised they had had two more children, Henry and Lily. At the time 
of the baptisms George had changed his employment to be a coal miner. However, in 1888 

when their son Willie was baptised George had returned to his former employ of being a 
stoker. 
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In the 1891 census the Osborne family are listed as living in Cockersdale. Living in the very 
next door house was James Osborne, who was George’s younger brother and who had also 
been born in Cranfield, but now worked as a gas stoker. 

Horace Osborne was born in 1893, in Cockersdale, a part of Drighlington on the road to 
Leeds and at that time a thriving industrial area, with engineering works, gas works and mills 
to give employment to those living in the area. The Cockersdale Arms and the Valley Inn 
were two  pubs that the Osborne’s no doubt frequented. 

Horace’s mother, Jane, was not to live to see her family grow up unfortunately. She died in 
August of 1899 and was buried on August 15th 1899 in Drighlington Churchyard. It is very 
likely that she died after complications from giving birth to her daughter, Jane, who died at 
the same time. 

It was not too long before George was to be married again. In June of 1900 he married 
Rachel Smith who hailed from Bradford. In fact the address on the marriage certificate for 
both Rachel and George was 39 Skinhouse Street in Horton, Bradford. Whether George was 
staying there because of the reading of the banns in the local church is unknown, but certainly 
by 1901 the Osborne’s were all shown to be living together back at their old address in 
Cockersdale. Strangely Rachel had aged four years in a year by then, as in 1900 on her 
marriage certificate she had a stated age of 36, but was 40 years old according to the 1901 
census forms! 

George and Rachel were to have one child together, Elsie. She was living with her father 

George and brother Horace at Cockersdale in 1911. Horace’s brother, Henry, and his wife 
Martha were also living in the small three roomed house at the time, with their own daughter 
Janie. Unfortunately the census for that year does not narrow down the exact place of abode 
for the family, but in documents written whilst Horace was in the Scots Guards in 1914 the 
address of Jagger’s Buildings is noted for Horace. These were at the time buildings right next 
door to the Valley Inn in Cockersdale. 

Whether Rachel Osborne found it difficult to live in a family that was too big for its small 
accommodation, or whether she became mentally ill for other reasons is hard to know. 
However, she did become ill and at some stage in the early 1900’s she was committed to the 
asylum at Menston. She died there in the summer of 1910 and was buried at Drighlington St 
Paul’s on August 5th of that year. The vicar conducting the ceremony, as he did for many 
people related to the names on the roll of honour was John Trew. 

The census for the following year showed that George was working as a labourer in the gas 
works, very conveniently situated right across the road from the house they occupied. Henry, 
his son was also employed there as a stoker and Horace was working as a cloth miller at the 
time, no doubt in either the Booth Brothers mill or Henry Booth’s mill, which were both 
situated nearby, though Henry Booth’s Mill was actually in Gildersome, but only a short walk 
up the hill from Cockersdale. Horace Osborne had a difficult childhood then, with two 
mothers bringing him up. Whether his family situation led him to leave home at an early age 
to join the army will never be known of course, but it could be that his step mother’s 
deteriorating mental state until her death in 1910 made his decision to leave home more 
timely. 
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Horace was to join the colours on three separate occasions. His enlistment papers for the 
second and third times are still available and so we know something of this service. However, 
his first period of service is only known about through being mentioned on his attestation 
forms for the Scots Guards in 1912. 

In September of 1912 Horace Osborne applied to join the Scots Guards regiment specifically 
on his application form for the army. Why he applied to the Scots Guards is unknown, but he 
was fairly tall for the time, standing at 5’10 1/4” tall and so his recruiting sergeant may have 
suggested the guards regiments to him. It is on this same form that the question is asked, 
‘Have you ever served in the armed forces?’ The reply that Horace Osborne gave was that 

yes he had and that he had served in the 4th Battalion of the King’s Own Yorkshire Light 
Infantry, but that he had been discharged with time served. This in itself creates somewhat of 
a mystery as if the period of ‘time served’ was three years or so, then Horace would have 
been a little young at 16 to be in the army. We shall never know the answer it seems to that 
part of his army service. 

It would appear that Horace found civilian life not to his liking after his time in the KOYLI’s. 
So on September 10th 1912 he found himself at the recruiting office in Leeds signing his 
attestation papers to re-join the colours. His occupation as stated on those forms was that of 
‘general labourer’. As part of the recruiting procedure he was examined by a doctor from the 
Royal Army Medical Corps. The latter noted that Horace was fit to join the army and that he 
was of sallow complexion, with brown hair and dark eyes. His weight was said to be 140 
pounds, so he would have been a very thin man bearing in mind his height. The doctor noted 
that there were no smallpox marks and that his teeth needed dental work, drawing a sketch 
that showed that Horace certainly needed some work on his missing teeth at the front! 

It took a few days for Horace to sort his affairs out and he finally attended at Caterham camp 
to join his unit on September 15th 1912. He underwent initial training at the camp until 
January 31st 1913 and then was posted to London. He lasted a year with the guards before 
being reported as absent on November 14th 1913. Some of his time was spent with the guards 

contingent at the Tower of London and it was from here that he was reported missing by his 
senior officers. Ironically this report came only a month or so after his captain had written on 
his file that he was on regimental duties and was an honest and sober man! 

Things went from bad to worse for Horace Osborne from that date onwards. On December 6th 
1913 a court of enquiry was held by the senior officers of the 2nd Battalion Scots Guards to 
determine the facts of his case. The purpose of the enquiry was said to be  ‘… for the 

purpose of investigating and recording the absence without leave from his duty and 
deficiency, if any, in the arms, ammunition, instruments, regimental necessities or clothing 
of No 8405 Private Horace Osborne, 2nd Battalion, Scots Guards’. 

There then followed a whole list of equipment that Horace was said to have absconded with, 
from the mundanity of one shaving brush and a pair of socks, to the laughable, two pairs of 
woollen drawers! The court papers stated that his kit was last inspected on November 14th 
1913 by Lieutenant Sir E.H.W. Hulse Bart and found to be present. Horace had therefore 
seemingly had enough of inspections by his aristocratic officers and left on that very same 
day, never to come back, or so he must have thought. 
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Mention of his officer, Sir Edward Hamilton Westrow Hulse Bt. Certainly deserves a little 
deviation from Horace’s immediate plight. How strange it must have been for a lad from 
Cockersdale to find himself in the company of an officer from such an aristocratic family. He 
was the son of Sir Edward Henry Hulse and his wife Lady Hulse, who was the daughter of 
Lord Burnham. As such they were from the highest of Hampshire society. After studying at 
Balliol College, Oxford, Sir Edward (jnr) joined the Coldstream Guards, before becoming an 
officer with the Scots Guards, where he encountered Horace Osborne from Drighlington. 

Both Sir Edward Hulse and Horace Osborne were to share the same fate, sadly. Sir Edward 
was killed at Neuve Chappelle on March 12th 1915. He is immortalised by the publication of 
many letters to his family in the short time that he served in the trenches before his death. 

To return now to Horace Osborne’s story, after the board of enquiry upon which Sir Edward 
Hulse was a junior member, Horace stayed absent without leave until he was arrested in 
London on February 9th 1914. His offence was that as a ‘rogue or vagabond’ he was living 

upon the earnings of prostitution. He had certainly slipped down in standards, from living at 
the guards barracks in London to being involved in running prostitutes in Kensington. After 
spending several days in custody awaiting trial Horace Osborne went to West London 
Magistrates Court on February 16th 1914 and was convicted of living off immoral earnings. 
His sentence was to be imprisoned in Wormwood Scrubs prison in London for a period of 6 
months. 

It took a few weeks before the army machine kicked into action to discharge Private Osborne. 
On March 18th 1914 at the Tower of London Lieutenant Colonel Bolton, Commanding 
Officer of the Scots Guards signed a form authorising the discharge of Horace Osborne. The 
form stated that his character was ‘Bad’. It went on to read: 

“Having been convicted by the civil power for living on the earnings of prostitution. As this 
man was in a state of desertion at the time I do not consider that he committed the offence 
with a view to obtaining his discharge”.  

The form was countersigned by the Major General in charge of the Brigade of Guards, at 
Horseguards on March 21st 1914. Thus, Horace Osborne was discharged from the army for a 
second time in his short life, but he still had to serve his sentence in prison and his date of 
release was to be August 15th 1914 at 8-10 am. His address prior to conviction was said to be 
Jaggers Buildings in Cockersdale and it was that same address that was noted as being the 
address to which he would return to when released. 
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Jaggers Buildings were in Cockersdale, next door to the Valley Inn. 

After his release in the summer of 1914 Horace Osborne returned home to Drighlington and 
no doubt aided and supported by his family in Cockersdale he obtained a job in the gas works 
as a stoker, which his father and uncle had both done. 

 

 

Jaggers Buildings in Cockersdale, Drighlington, where the Osborne’s lived. 

It was not long before the call of the army was to sound for Horace Osborne again and on 
December 11th 1915 he was in front of the recruiting officer at Leeds once again, 
volunteering for the army. It was not until June 27th 1916 though, at Beverley, that his 
attestation was approved, being kept on reserve until then. He was first assigned to the East 
Yorkshire Regiment. He first became Private 26194, but then was transferred to the 90th 
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Training reserve Battalion, where he became Private 53325. The 90th Training Reserve 
Battalion fed the Durham Light Infantry (DLI) and so it was not long before Horace Osborne 
became attached to the DLI. 

No doubt because of his previous experience Horace did well in his first few months in this, 
his third stint in the army. He was promoted to lance corporal on December 15th 1916. This 
was despite the fact that he had shown his old self again on two occasions in July and 
September of 1916 by overstaying passes. For these offences he was sentenced to 7 and then 
14 days field punishment and forfeited 4 day’s pay and then 2 day’s pay. 

The promotion to lance corporal in December 1916 was no doubt to facilitate the required 
numbers for the regiment to leave for France on December 18th 1916. Once again at first 
Lance Corporal Osborne of the 15th Battalion of the Durham Light Infantry seemed to do 
well. Well enough indeed to be awarded the Military Medal on June 18th 1917, though for 
what act of service or gallantry it is difficult to ascertain. The award was confirmed by the 

London Gazette, issue 30135 of 1916. Well enough as well to be promoted to corporal in 
April of 1917 and then to sergeant in June of 1917. 

Unfortunately Horace Osborne’s penchant for being wayward in his ways was to come back 
to haunt him and in January of 1918 he was reported once again as absent from duty. His file 
reads that from January 1st 1918 to January 13th 1918 he was absent without leave. It is highly 
probable that he had earned some Christmas leave, but had once again decided to overstay his 
leave and stay at his home address in Cockersdale. After what he had no doubt seen in France 
one might have the greatest of sympathy for him. However, the local police were notified of 
his offence and he was arrested by the Leeds police. On January 15th 1918 the records office 
at York Barracks issued an instruction that Horace was to be taken under escort to 
Southampton and thence to report to the embarkation officer for transport back to France to 
join his battalion. 

Sergeant Osborne was to keep himself out of further trouble it seems and obviously fought 
through some hard battles with his battalion. In early October of 1918 the 15th DLI were 
involved in action against the Hindenburg Line and lost over 200 men in casualties. They 
were given some rest in reserve for the following two weeks until October 23rd when they 
were ordered to attack the enemy west of Ovillers and take the village of Poix du Nord. The 
attack went very well on the first day and prisoners were taken but the German artillery 
shelled the village on October 24th and caused many civilian casualties through gas shells. 
Many enemy prisoners were taken on the 23rd and 24th of October. However, on October 25th 
1918 the Germans counter attacked. The battalion war diary reads: 

“October 25th: At 0500 hrs the enemy counter attacked this position but was repulsed with 
loss on the whole of the battalion front”. In the three day battle to October 26th the 15th DLI 
were to lose another 250 men who were either killed, wounded or missing.  

It was during the counter attack on the British positions that Sergeant Horace Osborne was to 
act with great courage for which he was awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal. The 
citation for the medal reads: 

“No 53325 Sjt H. Osborne 15th Battalion Durham Light Infantry (Leeds): 
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For conspicuous gallantry during an enemy raid. He rallied his men and made such good 
use of their Lewis Gun fire that the enemy failed to reach our lines. He then alone, 
followed them down a communication trench until they withdrew, and killed two of them 
within 80 yards of their lines. Throughout two days operations he displayed the greatest 
coolness and contempt of danger, and set a splendid example to his men”. 

Unfortunately his bravery cost him his life and Horace Osborne was to die of the wounds 
sustained during the counter attack on the Durham’s trenches. He was taken to the 59th 
Casualty Clearing Station, where he died on October 26th   1918. The citation for his bravery 
was to be noted in the London Gazette on December 5th 1918. The last page of the war diary 

for the 15th Battalion of the Durham Light Infantry for October 1918 lists the number of 
medals and awards granted to soldiers of the unit during the month of October. With several 
others of his comrades the name of Horace Osborne stands out. In the book of remembrance 
in Drighlington church the award is listed as being in September 1918, but was in fact for 
October’s actions. 

 

The entry for Horace Osborne in the Book of Remembrance in Drighlington Churchyard. 

Horace Osborne, villain turned hero, was buried in Awoingt British Cemetery. The cemetery 
was started in late October 1918 and used until December that year. The casualties buried 
there came from several casualty clearing stations, the 38th, 45th and 59th, the latter being the 
one that Horace Osborne was treated in. 

He had certainly packed a lot of life into just 25 years from his early beginnings as a 
Cockersdale lad! 



185 
 

 

The entrance to Awoingt British Cemetery where Horace Osborne is buried. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


