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Gunner Harry White (1897-1918). 

Royal Field Artillery. 

Harry White was born in Drighlington in 1897. He was the son of William and Emma White, 
who had married in 1876. By the 1901 census William was a colliery blacksmith and the 
family were living in Adwalton, where Harry was actually born. He was the youngest of the 
seven children that the White family had, but sadly by 1911 three of the children had died. 

 

The entry for Harry White in the Book of Remembrance. 

By 1911 Harry’s father William was working as a ‘striker’ at an iron foundry, whilst the three 

children were working in the textile mills. Harry, at fourteen, had the rather uninspiring job of 
‘Bobbin Taker Offer’, which meant he would remove the bobbins full of spun wool ready for 
the looms from the spinning machines. The address given in the census is Troughton 
Buildings Adwalton, which was the same address given on the marriage certificate of his 
brother Herbert when he married Annie Graham in Morley in 1915. A coincidence on that 
certificate shows that John Henry Newton, another of Drighlington’s fallen, was the witness 
for Herbert’s wedding and so would probably have been one of his closest friends. 

According to the book of remembrance Harry White joined the army at 19 years of age on 
May 10th 1916. He was to become a gunner in the Royal Field Artillery, becoming Gunner 
141277 White. 

Unfortunately Harry’s service records no longer exist, but we know that he died on this side 
of the English Channel because he is buried in Drighlington Churchyard. The book of 
remembrance helps us again here in showing that Harry was a victim of the influenza 
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epidemic sweeping Europe in 1918 and 1919. His page in the book states, “Died of 
pneumonia whilst on furlough”. It also records that he not only served in France but in 
Mesopotamia. 

Harry White died on October 31st 1918, whilst at home in Drighlington and is buried in 
Drighlington churchyard, in the grave of his family. His father William had died just a few 
days before the war had started in 1914. 

 

 

Harry White is buried in a family grave in Drighlington churchyard. 

 

 

The name of Harry White appears in the Drighlington records for burials in 1918. 

The parish records for burials for 1918 show that Harry White was buried on November 3rd 
1918, and that by this time he was living in Inghams Buildings, Adwalton. 

 

 

 

 


