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Captain William Liley Batty (1892-1916) 

4th Battalion The Yorkshire Regiment. 

 
Captain William Batty is remembered on the gravestone of his parents in Drighlington Church Yard, 

immediately outside the main door. 

William Liley Batty was born in Drighlington on March 9th 1892. His parents were Tom and 
Sarah Batty.  Sarah’s maiden name was Liley, hence William’s middle name. At the turn of 
the twentieth century there were several Liley families living in Drighlington. Sarah’s brother 
was Henry Middleton Liley, or Harry as he was known. He was eventually to be the landlord 
of the Malt Shovel pub in Whitehall Road. Harry went to war with the 1st/4th Battalion of the 
Duke of Wellington’s West Riding Regiment and died on June 17th 1918. His grave is in 
Drighlington cemetery, not far from the headstone that bears the name of William Liley 
Batty, although William is not buried there, merely commemorated. 

Tom Batty and Sarah Liley married in Drighlington Parish Church on January 28th 1888. 
Tom was 32 years old and worked as a painter and decorator, whilst Sarah was 21. Her father 
was described as a manufacturer on the wedding certificate, whilst Tom’s father was shown 
to be a grocer. 

In 1901 Tom and Sarah were living in North View, which was in Whitehall Road. They had 
two children at the time, Elsie, who was 12 and William who was 9 years old. All the family 
had been born in Drighlington. 

In 1911 the Batty family were still living in Whitehall Road but William was by now an art 
student, having gone to the Royal College of Art in London on a scholarship. As with many 
students of the time war disrupted his studies and when war was finally declared in August 
1914 he joined the London University Officer Training Corps. He was given a commission in 
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July of 1915. He was commissioned into the 4th Battalion of Alexandra Princess of Wales’s  
Own West Yorkshire Regiment. He obviously did well enough to be promoted, even before 
the carnage of July 1916, as the London Gazette of May 1916 carried the news that he had 
been promoted to full Lieutenant on March 3rd 1916. A few short months later he was 
promoted to Captain, in September 1916, after the Somme had taken its toll of young 
officers. By September 1916 the 4th Battalion found itself near Martinpuich, a village made 
famous in the poem ‘The Leveller’ by Robert Graves: 

“Near Martinpuich that night of Hell, 

Two men were struck by the same shell 

Together tumbling in one heap 

Senseless and limp like slaughtered sheep”. 

The Battalion were busy throughout September 1916 and lost men on several days, 
particularly on September 17th, when they were ordered to attack the German lines as part of 

bombing support for the Durham Light Infantry. September 27th was a heavy day’s fighting 
for the battalion too, as they were ordered to attack two German trenches known as ‘Prue’ 
and ‘Starfish’. The battalion lost a total of 2 officers killed and 5 wounded, with losses to 
other ranks being 8 killed and over 90 wounded. 

Early in October 1916 the war diary for the 4th battalion records that William Batty was 
wounded in action at Eaucourt L’Abbye, but returned to duty straight away. On October 4th 
1916 the battalion war diary noted that the casualties they had sustained since September 15th 
1916 amounted to 8 officers killed and 20 wounded. Other rank casualties were just as stark, 
numbering 64 killed and 8 died of wounds. Additionally there were 250 wounded men and 47  
were missing on the battlefield. 

 

Captain William Liley Batty. 

On October 22nd 1916 the 4th moved to trenches in Mametz Wood, taking over from the 5th 
Border Regiment in the camp there. On the next day the battalion was ordered to take over 
Prue and Starfish trenches from the 12th Battalion of the Royal Scots. The Adjutant recording 
the diary was critical of the way the relief took place. He wrote: 
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“The whole relief was very hurried and no notice was given until the order to move”. 

On October 25th Captain William Batty was killed by a German shell. The memorial roll of 
the London Officer Training Corps records his death as: 

“William Liley Batty: Captain Yorkshire Regiment – son of Mr and Mrs T. Batty of 
Drighlington – killed in action by a shell near the Butte de Warlencourt on October 25th 
1916”. 

His body was never found and he is commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, as well as 
being remembered on the grave of his parents in Drighlington church yard, his home village. 
William had written a will and left £217-14s-2d to his father Tom. Unfortunately the National 
Archive does not hold the file of Captain William Batty, as it does so many other officers and 
so we are unable to know the story of his military career as told by his postings on the file. 
However a very good photograph of William Batty does exist showing him as a handsome 
man in his uniform, above. The photograph was one of those chosen to illustrate the Somme 
battle and the losses suffered there when the Imperial War Museum opened its 
commemorative gallery for the First World War in 2014. A Drig lad, whose photo will be 
seen by many! 

 

The name of Captain William Batty is found on the Thiepval Memorial. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


