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Private Jeremiah Webster M.M. (1897-1919). 

1st Battalion Royal West Kent Regiment. 

 

The headstone for Private Webster M.M. in Terlincthun British Cemetery near Boulogne. 

Jeremiah Webster, or ‘Jerry’ as he was called, was the son of Eli and Eliza Webster, who had 
married in Bradford in August 1896. Jeremiah was born a year later in 1897. Eli was 23 and 
Eliza 23. Eliza had one child, Annie by this time and Jeremiah was the first child they had 
together after marrying. Annie retained her mother’s maiden name of Clough, but could well 
have been the child of Eli as well. Both Eli and Eliza had different addresses in Park Gate, 
Bradford at the time of their marriage, but they were both born in Drighlington. 

Jerry was born in 1897, and by 1901 the family were living somewhere on Moorside, though 
the census is not specific as to the address. Eli was by this time a coal hewer, no doubt in one 
of the many coal pits which surrounded Drighlington at the time. 

By 1911 the family were living at Moorland Terrace in Drighlington. This was a row of old 
stone houses which stood where Park Avenue does today, immediately opposite the land that 
was to become Drighlington Park in the 1920’s. The oldest of the Webster children, Annie           
(Clough) and Jerry and Sally all worked in the mills in 1911. Jerry was a fourteen year old 

rag sorter by then. The two youngest Webster children were at school, although Sally, at 
twelve was still part time at school as well as being a cotton spinner. A very young age to be 
working so hard! 
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Luckily there is a good deal of information surviving about Jeremiah Webster and his time in 
the army. His actual attestation papers survive, otherwise it might have been difficult to 
ascertain just which J. Webster was listed on the Commonwealth War Grave Register as 
being the right soldier from Drighlington. His medal card exists and the war diary of his 
regiment is now viewable online. In addition to that there is a page in the book of 
remembrance in Drighlington church which tells us when he enlisted. Without all of this 

information to hand researchers would find it difficult to attribute a man from Drighlington to 
service in the 1st Battalion of the Royal West Kent Regiment! 

Jerry Webster enlisted in the army at Bradford on April 4th 1917. His papers were approved at 

Scarborough on April 6th, 1917. At least that is the date that he was attested into the army by 
signing the recruitment papers given to him by Second Lieutenant B. A. Chichester, on behalf 
of the commanding officer of the number 3 Cavalry Depot. Jerry had signed on to join the 
‘General Service Cavalry’. 

Jeremiah’s age was shown to be 19 years and 335 days and that he was a textile worker, 
living at Moorland Crescent in Drighlington. He took the number of G/20032, Private 
Webster. Unusually the soldier’s record for Private Webster does not include a medical page 
and so we are unable to see what his height was, as with other soldiers whose records survive 
today. The actual file mainly deals with details after the death of Jeremiah Webster. The letter 
asking for details of the soldier’s family, written and attested to by a magistrate in 1919 
showed that his father Eli was dead. He died in 1915, but the remaining family members, 
Annie, Sally, Polly, Edith and Ernest, were still living at Moorland Terrace with their mother 
Eliza in 1919. 

So, we are not able to build up a picture of Private Webster’s war service, at least until 
November 14th 1918. This was when his name was noted in the Edinburgh Gazette, as having 
been awarded the Military Medal for bravery. There is no indication in the posting in the 
Gazette as to what act of bravery this was awarded for, but the book of remembrance does 
say that he was awarded the Military Medal on June 28th 1918. On that day the Royal West 

Kents were involved in an attack on Steenbecque, south east of St Omer in France. Several of 
his colleagues are mentioned in the same gazette posting as being awarded the Military 
Medal and it can only be assumed that Private Webster performed gallantly during that attack 
and the medal was to commemorate its success. 

Shortly after this time of course the First World War came to its end, on November 11th 1918 
the armistice was signed and news conveyed to regiments serving in the field. Many other 
regiments make note of the fact that they either received a telegram or note from headquarters 
to say that the armistice had indeed been signed, but the 1st Battalion Royal West Kent 
Regiment merely notes in their diary that they moved off at 0700hrs to Pont sur Sambre and 
Harpignies, reaching the latter at midday. For the next few days in November various parades 
were held and services of thanksgiving attended by the men of the battalion and obviously to 
keep their men occupied an inter-divisional football competition was started. The Education 
Officer was soon involved as troops were begun to be prepared for eventual demobilisation. 

Private Webster was to stay with his battalion into 1919, watching his colleagues slowly 
being demobilised and sent back to England. More entertainment was contrived to occupy 
those remaining and a divisional tug of war competition took place in January 1919. From 
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January 5th   1919 snow was reported to be falling heavily all day and one can only imagine 
the cold that was felt by the remaining soldiers. 

On January 14th 1919 the Royal West Kent War Diary records that: 

“7 men were admitted to hospital with influenza.  This is the largest number admitted to 
hospital in four years other than wounds”. 

Private Jeremiah Webster was one of the seven men admitted to hospital with influenza on 

that day and he was to die of this on February 21st 1919. He was admitted to the 3rd Canadian 
General Hospital at Boulogne and died from bronchial pneumonia.  

He was buried at Terlincthun Military Cemetery, which was started in June 1918 after the 

cemeteries at Boulogne and Wimereux became overcrowded. The cemetery was used for 
battlefield casualties but also for victims of the winter influenza epidemic to which Private 
Webster had succumbed. He was 22 years old when he died, having survived the war and all 
its horrors, dying of natural causes, if the vicious pandemic of flu that occurred in 1918 and 
1919 can be called that. 

It was to be a year later that Jerry’s mother and family received an official letter with the list 
of his belongings. They consisted of: 

One Disc 

A letter, a photo and a wallet 

A knife, a cigarette card and a wrist watch 

Two Razors and one button 

Cards, a purse and ten coins and a linen bag. 

The belongings were sent from the army record office at Staines in Middlesex on February 
25th 1920, to Jerry’s mother in Moorland Terrace, Drighlington. One would hope that the 
Military Medal he won for gallantry is still in existence within the family. 
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The entry for Jeremiah Webster in the Book of Remembrance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


