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Private Josiah Blackburn (1882-1919). 

3rd Battalion King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry. 

 

The headstone for Josiah Blackburn in Drighlington Churchyard. 

Josiah Blackburn is one soldier that we know a good deal about because his enlistment 
records survive. He lived in Ward’s Row in Drighlington at the time of the 1911 census, as 
did James Anderson, who coincidentally is remembered in St Paul’s churchyard on his 
father’s headstone. 

Josiah Blackburn was born at Ravensthorpe in Dewsbury in the winter months of 1882. By 
1891 his father had died and the family were living at number 36 Kent Street in Dewsbury. 
Josiah married Martha Blackburn in about 1905 and they lived at Ward’s Row in 
Drighlington. He was employed at the time as a Blacksmith’s Striker, working at a 
wheelwright’s. He probably made the iron rims of the wheels. He had one son, a Herbert 
Blackburn, who was two years old in 1911 and who was born in Halifax, and so it is possible 
that Josiah lived in that town prior to living in Drighlington. The ‘record of soldiers effects’ 
found on Ancestry.com show that a daughter, Hilda, was born in June 1912. 

Josiah Blackburn was one of the early recruits to the colours and joined the army on 
December 21st 1914, just three or four months after the war had broken out in August 1914. 
He was thirty one years of age when he signed his attestation forms and was recruited into the 
King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry. The very next day he travelled to Pontefract and was 
mobilised into the 3rd Battalion of the KOYLIs. By May of 1915 he was transferred to the 1st 
Battalion and his unit went to France. 
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Part of Josiah Blackburn’s attestation papers. 

After spending some five months on the western front Josiah Blackburn was sent to Egypt via 
Marseilles. He disembarked at Alexandria on November 1st 1915. Once again a Yorkshire lad 
from Drighlington had travelled to the Middle East, seeing sights that would have amazed 
him! Josiah’s stay in Egypt was short lived as he was then sent to Salonica. The regiment was 
part of the attempt to open a third front and distract the Germans from both the Eastern and 
Western fronts. 

In June of 1916 Josiah was classified by the Officer Commanding the Battalion in Salonica as 

‘PB’, which meant ‘Permanent Base’. This implies that he was suffering from some sort of 
illness that made him unfit for front line duties. He was confined to the Base Post Office in 
Salonica. 

On February 2nd 1917 Josiah was lucky enough to get one month’s leave and left for England. 
He returned to Salonica on March 3rd 1917, still classed as ‘PB’. 

On January 1st 1918 he was transferred to the Labour Corps, where his previous skills as a 
blacksmith were no doubt put to use. Unfortunately the illness that made him unfit for full 

duties seems to have persisted and by March of 1919 he was admitted to hospital in 
Manchester. He survived the war itself but was to die of Bright’s Disease, a form of Kidney 
infection on April 25th 1919. His records state that he had a debilitating cough and that his 
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heart was diseased. He was also suffering from bronchitis. It may well be that all of these 
symptoms were exacerbated by the influenza epidemic then sweeping Europe. 

Because he had died at home in England his wife and parents were able to bring his body 
home and bury him in Drighlington where his young son was still growing up. Josiah was 
lucky to survive the war, but unlucky to fall victim to illness that ultimately caused his death. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


