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Herbert Pape (1882-1919). 

1st Battalion South Staffordshire Regiment. 

 
Herbert Pape’s name is on the Kirkee Memorial in India. 

In the vestry of Drighlington Parish Church dedicated to the fallen of the First World War a 
desk stands. It was put there by Edith Pape in memory of her husband Herbert, who was the 
last of the soldiers from Drighlington to die who had enlisted in the war years. Most of the 
bereaved families donated enough money to provide a chair carved with the name of their 
loved one, but the Pape family wanted to provide a desk.  

Today it is where the book of remembrance which bears a page in his name is kept. One has 
to wonder just how many ‘Drig Fowk’ have used the desk to write a note on or simply rested 
something on it whilst chatting, without a thought really about the man that it memorialises. 
At least now his story can be revealed in part as the last Drighlington man to die as a result of 
the First World War. 

Herbert Pape was born in Drighlington in about 1882. He was the son of William and Ann 
Pape, who between them had a total of nine children, though the 1911 census revealed that 
only five of those children were still alive by that year. Their first child was Mary Emma 
Pape, who was born in 1871, and on the baptism record for Mary her father William was 
shown as a mill operative. The census of 1891 shows that Herbert Pape had died by that year 
and Ann was left to bring up at least six of her children on her own. The family lived in two 
rooms in a house in Station Road Drighlington at the time. 

Most of the children were actually working by 1891, so that no doubt eased the financial 
burden on Ann, but the seven of them must have found it somewhat crowded living eating 
and sleeping in just two rooms. The two eldest children then were Mary and George. Mary 
was a 19 year old weaver and George a 15 year old brass founder. George’s twin, Ernest, was 
a worsted spinner in the mills and his younger sister, Alice, also worked in the local mill 

where she was a spinning doffer. Herbert was a nine year old schoolboy, no doubt attending 
the nearly new Drighlington Board School, which had opened just sixteen years earlier. His 
seven year old sister June would also have been at the school, divided as it was then by a wall 
which kept the boys school from the girls school side. 
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By 1901 the Pape family had moved to Wakefield Road. George was no longer on the census 
and may have moved out to be married or sadly died, but no details of this can presently be 
found. Three of the children, Ernest, Alice and June were working in the mills at this time 
and Mary was now a confectioner or baker, working in her own account. Herbert was by now 
a 19 year old butcher and shopkeeper. 

In about 1910 Herbert Pape married his wife Edith, who was originally from Heckmondwike, 
and they took up residence in a rather larger house than he had been used to in his youth. This 
was a five roomed house in Sticker Lane in Bradford, where Herbert was working as a pork 
butcher in a slaughter house. In 1911 all of the Pape children had moved away from their 

mother’s care, except for Mary Emma, who was now living with her mother at 67 King 
Street, Drighlington. Mary Emma Pape remained a spinster living with her mother until her 
death on November 18th 1932. Ann Pape was then 83 years old and had outlived another of 
her nine children. Mary Emma left Ann £165-6s-9d in her will. 

To return to Herbert’s story, it is difficult to tell the tale of his war service as no papers exist 
for him. However, from the book of remembrance, in the desk that bears his name, it is noted 
that Herbert Pape joined the army on November 17th 1916. He no doubt expected to be sent 
to the trenches in France or Belgium to fight, from where he must have known several 
Drighlington men had not returned home. 

Herbert was posted to the 1st Garrison Battalion of the South Staffordshire Regiment, which 
was sent to India and not France or Belgium. His war was not with Germans but rebellious 
Indian tribesmen, who the British army were also obliged to police as well as fighting the 
First World War. 

As such the story of Herbert Pape’s war was nothing to do with the war that was ended by the 
signing of the treaty of Versailles in 1919. He had enlisted for that war no doubt, but could 
not have known that he would serve his time in the army in far off India. 

The privations of living in army barracks and tents at such a time were not to suit Herbert 
unfortunately and he fell ill with dysentery, from which he died in Colaba War Hospital on 
September 25th 1919, nearly a full year after the First World War had ended. He was 37 years 
old. 

 

The Kirkee Memorial in India. 
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The book of remembrance states that Herbert was buried at Sewrie Cemetery near Bombay, 
but this may have been dug up and the only known location bearing his name in India is now 
the Kirkee 1914-1918 Memorial on which his name is carved as ‘Pape H’. 

 

The page in the Book of Remembrance for Herbert Pape. 

By the time the Commonwealth War Grave Commission were recording where all their 
graves were in the 1920’s Edith Pape was shown by them to have moved to 40 Royd Terrace, 
Oddfellows Street. New Scarborough in Mirfield. This was probably an address much nearer 
to her original family home in Heckmondwike. No trace of her can be found after this 
notation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


