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Private Edwin Clayton (1883-1916). 

15th Battalion Prince of Wales’s Own West Yorkshire Regiment. 

 
The entry for Edwin Clayton in the Book of Remembrance. 

Edwin Clayton was born in Drighlington in the winter months of 1883. His father was John 

Clayton and his mother was Ann Clayton. The Claytons had been married for 40 years by 

1911 and Edwin, who was 27 and Ernest who was 30 were still living with their parents, as 

was Sarah, a daughter who was 25. Sarah was a weaver  but all the male members of the 

family were ‘teamsters’ meaning that they owned horses and generally carried goods and 

produce to wherever people hired them to take it. John and Sarah had 9 children in total but 2 

had died, such was the high rate of infant mortality at the time. 

At the time of the 1911 census the Claytons lived at the Crossroads in Drighlington, but ten 

years earlier they were noted as living in Bradford Road in the 1901 census. As Bradford 

Road approaches the Cross Roads it may be that they lived in the same house but the address 

had to become more specific as the village grew in size. In the 1901 census Edwin was shown 

as working as a ‘Teamster’ in a colliery, meaning that he again was looking after working 

horses. Eight of their children were living with the Claytons at this time. 

When war broke out Edwin travelled to the recruiting offices at Halifax to enlist in the 15th 

Service Battalion of the Prince of Wales’s Own West Yorkshire Regiment. This was 

colloquially known as the 1st Leeds Pals. 

The Leeds Pals had been formed after the Lord Mayor of Leeds Edward A. Brotherton, called 

for 100,000 men from the area to join the colours. He gave up much of his fortune to actually 

equip the first of the Leeds Pals battalions. By August 31st 1914 2,000 men had enlisted as a 
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result of calls through the press and other advertising. Over three hundred men besieged the 

recruiting office in Leeds on that day alone. It is not clear why Edwin Clayton had to travel to 

Halifax to join the Leeds Pals, but by his number it was probably not in the first patriotic 

wave that he joined, but later in the war. His medal card does not show that he was entitled to 

the 1915 star and so he may well have enlisted in the pals in 1916.  Indeed, the book of 

remembrance states that he actually enlisted in June 1916 and would therefore not have been 

trained in time to be on the Somme. He became Private 40527 Clayton. 

We do know from the 15th Battalion War Diary that by mid October 1916 the battalion was in 

the Hebuterne Sector of the front line, relieving the sister battalion of the 16th West 

Yorkshires. The battalion took part in raiding parties until they were relieved on the 30th of 

October by the East Lancashire Regiment. By that time they had suffered several casualties, 

some suffering from the effects of gas. Some of these had been incurred as a result of a trench 

raid on the German lines on October 28th. 

The battalion moved into huts and tents near the village of Couin, on October 30th and 

probably thought that a nice rest a little behind the lines was their reward. However, the war 

diary tells us just what happened next to the Leeds Pals, when they were required to give up 

250 men for a working party to repair roads. The entry for November 3rd 1916 reads: 

“Working parties, strength about 250 were demanded between November 3rd and 

November 6th. These parties had numerous casualties, altogether numbering about twenty 

killed and wounded” 

The casualties were the direct result of enemy shelling and this was how Edwin Clayton was 

killed. His body, no doubt blown to bits by a shell, was never found.  The book of 

remembrance notes that he was killed in action North West of Beaumont Hamel, France. He 

is commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, as well as on the Drighlington War Memorial in 

Whitehall Road. His Medal record card simply says ‘K in A 3/11/16’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


