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Private Edward Naylor (1888 -1916). 

3rd Battalion Prince of Wales’s Own West Yorkshire Regiment. 

 

A soldier’s headstone for Eddy Naylor in Drighlington Church yard. 

Edward, or ‘Eddy’ as he was known, was born on September 23rd 1888 in Adwalton. His  
mother was Martha Naylor and his father was Fred Naylor. Both of the latter were born in 
Drighlington but in the early 1890’s the Naylor family were living in Jackson Street in 
Morley, probably as a result of working there. Fred was shown as working as a weaver on the 
baptism record for Eddy. They probably lived in Morley for most of the 1890’s as their son 
Edley was born there in 1897. 

By 1901 the Naylor family had moved back to their roots and were in Adwalton Lane in 
Drighlington. Eber Naylor was the oldest son and at 13 was a house and wagon painter. Fred 
had changed occupations and was working as a carter on a farm. Eddy was twelve years old 
and Edley just four. 

By the time of the 1911 census there was another addition to the Naylor family, with Etty 
keeping up the tradition of naming their children with the name letter ‘E’. Etty was born in 
1902. In 1911 both Eddy and Edley were working as mill hands and Eber, their older brother 
had moved out to get married. Fred was by now a General Carrier. 

It is not known when Eddy joined the colours, but he enlisted in Gildersome and served in the 
3rd Battalion of the Prince of Wales’ Own West Yorkshire Regiment. His brother Eber served 
in the 10th Battalion of the same regiment and Edley his younger brother joined the army in 
1917 and served with the Labour Corps, probably due to his previous work experience at 
Hudson’s Foundry. Eber fell victim to the influenza epidemic before he was demobbed in 
1919 and spent three weeks in hospital in Eastbourne before recovering. 
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Eddy Naylor died on November 29th 1916 and was buried under a Commonwealth War 
Grave headstone in the churchyard in his home village of Drighlington. Whether he was 
wounded and was invalided home and died in a war hospital, or was taken ill whilst at home 
on leave is not known. At least he was able to be buried in the cemetery close to home. The 
Commonwealth War Grave Commission record notes that at the time he died he was married 
to Lily Naylor, who was living in Prospect Place, Gildersome, at that time, but no record of 
the marriage can yet be found. 

 

The CWGC Registration Card for Eddy Naylor. 

By the time of the registration of Eddy Naylor’s grave at the CWGC his mother was shown 
as living at 19 Bradford Road, Drighlington. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


