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Private John Robert Garforth (1896-1916). 

9th Battalion Prince of Wales’s Own (West Yorkshire) Regiment. 

 
Private J.R. Garforth’s name is engraved on the Thiepval Memorial. 

John Robert Garforth was born in Drighlington in the summer months of 1896. His parents 
were Joseph Garforth and Maria. They had married in about 1889 and had 5 children, though 
two had died. In 1901 Joseph and his family were living at the Crossroads in Drighlington 
and he worked as a miner, at the seam face as he was noted as being a ‘Hewer’ in the 1901 
census. 

Joseph was an Adwalton man but Maria was born in Derbyshire (though the 1911 census 
says Cheshire!). In 1901 they lived at Moorside. They had two daughters, Gertrude and Lucy, 
aged 12 and 10 respectively and John Robert was 4 at that time. 

By the time the 1911 census was recorded Joseph had a radical change of occupation, when 
he was noted as being a ‘Fish Dealer’. His son John Robert had left school by then and was 
working in the business as a ‘Fish Cleaner’. Gerty and Lucy were, like many of their 
counterparts who were young girls then, working as weavers in the mill. 

According to the book of remembrance John Garforth joined the army on February 28th 1915. 
He enlisted in Bradford. His medal record card does not say that he was entitled to the 1915 
star and so he may not have gone abroad until 1916. Without his actual records it would be 
difficult to know! 

He became Private 40948 Garforth, and joined the 9th Service Battalion of the Prince of 
Wales’s Own West Yorkshire Regiment. 

This battalion was a Kitchener Battalion, raised at York on the 25th of August 1914, as part 
of 32nd Brigade, 11th (Northern) Division. After initial training they moved to Grantham in 
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Lincolnshire, then on the 4th of April 1915 they moved to Frensham for final training. On the 
3rd of July 1915 they sailed from Liverpool to Mudros. Their first action was the landing at 
Suvla Bay, Gallipoli on the 6th of August 1915. On the 19th of December 1915 they were 
withdrawn from Gallipoli and moved to Imbros and on to Egypt to take over defence of a 
section of the Suez Canal.  

The 9th were ordered to France to reinforce the British Army on the Somme, and on the 1st 
July 1916 they landed at Marseilles and travelled by train to the Western Front. They went 
into action on the Somme where they were to remain for the rest of the year.  

Whether John Robert Garforth was with the regiment when it went to Gallipoli is difficult to 
know, but it is doubtful. He was with them however when they were on the Somme, and on 
December 12th 1916 he was killed in action at Beaumont Hamel. 

The war diary for the 9th Battalion of the Prince of Wales’s Own West Yorkshire Regiment 
tells us that on July 10th 1916 they were at Beaumont Hamel. Here they took over from the 8th  
Battalion, Duke of Wellington’s Regiment in the front line trenches. The entry for the 12th of 
December 1916 shows that John Robert Garforth was one of six men killed by shell fire on 
that day. The diary reads: 

“Enemy shell our posts and neighbourhood of Battalion HQ. 6 men killed, 8 wounded.” 

His record on the database of the ‘UK Soldiers who Died in The Great War’, has him as 
living in ‘Drilington’, which is a cross all Drighlington folk have had to bear when telling 
people where they live, as it is often misheard or spelt, and very often confused with 
Bridlington of course. 

John Robert Garforth’s body was never found and he is commemorated on the Thiepval 
Memorial as well as the memorial in Whitehall Road Drighlington. 

 

The record for John Robert Garforth in the Drighlington Book of Remembrance. 

 

 


