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The Local Tribunals 
 

      Tremendous interest is being displayed in 

the discussions of the Local Tribunals. The 

gentlemen who find themselves charged with the 

grave responsibility of deciding who shall and 

who shall remain at home, have a thankless 

task, and the least the public can do is to bear 

this fact in mind, instead of indulging in petty 

personal recriminations. 

The Tribunals of the Heavy Woollen District 

have granted very few total exemptions, except 

of men in ‘certified occupations’. 
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Native of Batley Killed in Action 

Buried in Tunnel Explosion 

 

News has reached us that Batley born Sapper, 

William McManus, was killed in action on 2nd 

March 1915 whilst serving King and Country 

in France. 

Some years ago Sapper McManus 

moved from the family home in Peel Street to 

Darfield, near Barnsley where he had found 

work as a miner at the Darfield Main Colliery. 

He had worked at the colliery for two years 

when war broke out and, residing in Darfield, 

he enlisted there on 22nd September 1915. 

The following day a character reference in 

support of his enlistment application, written 

by the colliery Manager, stated he had worked 

there for over two years and that, “… we have 

always found him to be a good worker and 

thoroughly used to any pit work he took in 

hand.” 
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On enlisting Sapper McManus was 

unmarried, 31yrs and 4 months of age, 

measured 5ft 6¼ins, weighed 148lbs and had 

brown hair. He enlisted as a Tunneller’s Mate 

at 2s 2d per day and named his father, 

Thomas, of 38, Peel Street, Batley as his Next 

of Kin. 

Along with some colleagues from the 

colliery he embarked on 4 October 1915 and 

on 9 October was transferred to 252nd 

Tunnelling Company. On 6 November he was 

designated Remustered Tunneller and Sapper 

with the Royal Engineers. 

In early November 1915, 252nd 

Tunnelling Company arrived in the 

Beaumont Hamel Sector of the Somme region 

of France, approx. 3 miles from the town of 

Albert, to commence operations. For a 

number of months Sapper McManus was 

engaged in the extremely dangerous work of 

digging tunnels through the chalk sub-strata 

under enemy lines. German soldiers are also 

similarly engaged and huge mines are 

regularly exploded to destroy enemy tunnels 

and gun emplacements. 

On 1st March 1916 at 11.57am the 

enemy, working in close proximity, detonated 

a large underground chamber destroying 62 

feet of a 252nd Company gallery. Sapper 

William McManus and two colleagues were 

working at the face of the gallery and were 

buried by the explosion. Unable to 

immediately reach the entombed men their 

bodies were eventually brought out by the 

surviving Sappers. 

Sapper William McManus and his 

colleague were buried in a shared grave at 

Auchonvillers Military Cemetery, Somme, 

France. 

 

His parents, who reside at 38, Peel Street, 

Batley, have been notified of his death. 


