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Pte Stanley GOODALL (1893-1916) 

 
(King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry) 

 
 
 

 
 
Stanley Goodall (my first cousin, twice removed) was born on 15th March 1893 in 
High Street, Heckmondwike, the son of Willie and Lizzie Goodall. He was baptised at 
St. James’ Church, Heckmondwike on October 1st 1893. Willie Goodall and Lizzie 
Medley had been married on 12th October 1889 at St. Peter’s Church, Birstall. They 
had two children – Stanley and Louisa (born 1896, died 1909). 
 
In the 1901 Census, Stanley is living with his parents and sister at 16 Waterloo Street, 
New Boultham, near Sleaford in Lincolnshire and he is described as a scholar. In the 
1911 Census he is living with his mother at 10 Cresswell Lane, Staincliffe, Batley and 
he is employed as a packer for a yarn spinning company. 
  
The family were living at 8 Cresswell Street, Staincliffe, when , on 11th December 
1915, he enlisted in the King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry – Service No. 27064. 
He was later transferred to the 7th Battalion of the Duke of Wellington’s (West 
Riding) Regiment – Service No. 5434, and embarked at Southampton on 17th June 
1916 for France.  
 
Just three months later, on 16th September 1916, he was killed in action during the 
first Battle of the Somme. He has no marked grave. He is commemorated on the 
Thiepval ‘Memorial to the Missing of the Somme’ – Pier and Face 6A and 6B. (The 
Thiepval Memorial, twenty miles north east of Amiens, bears the names of more 
than 73,000 officers and men of the United Kingdom and South African forces who 
died in the Somme sector before 20th March 1918 and have no known grave. Over 
ninety percent of those commemorated died between 1st July and 11th November 
1916.) 
 
His death was reported in the Batley News on 30th September 1916 
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The report read as follows:- 
 

“Killed in Action – an only son from Kilpin Hill 
 
        Private Stanley Goodall, the only son of Mr. and Mrs. William Goodall 
           Of 8 Cresswell lane, Kilpin Hill, has lost his life and has been interred on the 
           Western Front. 
 
        Private Smith Oldroyd, writing to his parents, Mr. and Mrs. C.H. Oldroyd of  
        Knowles Hill, Dewsbury Moor, says: 
 
                “I have lost my pal, Stanley Goodall. He was buried on September 16th” 
  
           To  Mr. and Mrs Goodhall, Private Oldroyd writes: 
 
                 “It is with deep sympathy that I have to break the news to you about the 
                  death of your son, Stanley. We went into the trenches on ---- night, and 
                he was killed on Saturday the 16th. You can rest assured that his death  
                   was instantaneous; he had no pain. He will be missed by all the boys in 
                   the platoon, as he was always cheerful. I cannot put into words how we 
                   sympathise with you all at home, but you will understand. We buried him 
                   in nice ground and put a cross over him” 
 
           Private Stanley Goodall was 23 years of age and a ‘bobbin ligger’ at Blakeridge  
           Mills, Batley. He was a scholar at Staincliffe National School and attended  
           Kilpin Hill Primitive Methodist Chapel.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(NB a ‘bobbin ligger’ worked on a machine which filled bobbins with thread for 
weaving. He had to replace full bobbins with empty ones.) 
 
Stanley is remembered on the Memorial in Christ Church, Staincliffe as well as on the 
town Memorial. 
 
Researcher: 
 

Gill Dowson, relative of Pte. Goodall, for Project BUGLE. 

 
Blakeridge Mills, Batley, was  
occupied by J.T. and J. Taylor 
Limited, and the company was 
the largest woollen 
manufacturer in the town 

 


