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Pte. Ernest Carter HOLMES (1889-1917) 
  

Prince of Wales’ Own, West Yorkshire Regiment 
(Wool Textile Pioneers). 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ernest Carter Holmes (my great uncle) was the second child of John and Harriett Holmes, 
and the younger brother of my maternal grandmother, Ethel Kaye (née Holmes).  He was 
born at Nab Lane, Battyeford, Mirfield on 28 April 1889 and baptised at Christ Church, 
Battyeford on 19 June 1889.  The Holmes family had lived in Mirfield/Battyeford for over 
one hundred years and the Carter family came from Kirkheaton, just over the River Calder. 

 

The 1891, 1901 and 1911 censuses 
show that the family continued to live 
in Nab Lane. In 1891 Ernest is recorded 
as living at Nab Cottage, in 1901 he is a 
scholar living in Nab Lane and in 1911 a 
grocer’s assistant living at Nab Hill. 
After leaving school, he went to work 
as a shop assistant for the Maypole 
Dairy Co. Limited (he is on the right in 
this picture) but it is not clear from the 
photograph at which branch he was 
employed. The Maypole Dairy 
Company was founded in 1887 when 
the first shop was opened in Queen 
Street, Wolverhampton but by 1915 
they had 985 stores throughout the 
country.  Their main trade was in five 
basic products – tea, condensed milk, eggs, butter and margarine. The shops all had the 
same distinctive fascia – with the globe lamps, the mirrors and the characteristic lettering. 
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Ernest later went on to work for the Batley Co-operative Society at their Purlwell Branch and 
it was whilst he was working there, following the outbreak of WW1 he joined up to serve 
with the 21st (Service) Battalion of the Prince of Wales’ Own, West Yorkshire Regiment 
(Wool Textile Pioneers).  

                                                                                                        

 

           Batley Co-operative Society Limited                                 Ernest in uniform 
                         Purlwell Branch 
 

The battalion was formed in Halifax on 24 September 1915 by the Lord Mayor and City of 
Leeds.  After initial training in Halifax, he moved to Skipton in February 1916.  The battalion 
proceeded to France in June 1916 and on 21 June was attached to the 4th Division as the 
Divisional Pioneer Battalion.  The 4th Division remained on the Western Front throughout 
the entirety of the war.  Between 1st July and 18th November 1916 they fought in the Battle 
of the Somme. 

By the Spring of 1917 they were near Arras, in action in the First and Third Battles of the 
Scarpe.  In March 1917 preparations were being made for the major Arras offensive; the 
pioneers had reinforced the cellars in the town and built an extensive network of tunnels 
including one under the Cambrai road. These Pioneers played an unappealing yet vital roll – 
they prepared and strengthened defences and supply lines, brought ammunition to the 
front and took casualties out.  They were often exposed to enemy artillery, machine guns 
and snipers. 

 

Sadly Ernest was killed by a shell near Arras on 30th March 1917 and is buried at the 
Faubourg d’Amiens Cemetery in Arras. 
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                             His original grave                                              His CWGC grave 

 

The following are extracts from the booklet “The War Graves of the British Empire, 
Faubourg-D’Amiens Cemetery, Arras, France, Part One A-L”  

Page 56 

Holmes, Pte. Ernest Carter, 802. 21st Battalion of the West Yorkshire Regiment. 30th March 
1917. Age 27.  Son of John and Harriett Holmes, of Mirfield, Yorkshire. Grave II.M.2. 

Page 37 

Eastwood, Cpl. Titus Henry, 725. 21st Battalion of the West Yorkshire Regiment. 30th March 
1917.  Age 27.  Son of Henry and Hannah Eastwood of Skelton Place, Wellhouse  Lane, 
Mirfield, Yorkshire. 
Grave II.M.1. 

Ernest and his friend, Titus Eastwood, were the same age (Ernest was born on the 28th April 
1889 and Titus was born on the 11th May 1889).  They went to school together, they 
volunteered on the same day, served in the same regiment, were killed on the same day and 
are buried side by side in the Faubourg D’Amiens Cemetery at Arras. 

Ernest and Titus are both remembered on the War Memorial in Ings Grove Park in Mirfield.  
The memorial features a Wall of Remembrance with six bronze plaques bearing the names 
of the 196 Mirfield men who lost their lives during the Great War.  The war is referred to as 
the 1914-1919 war on the cenotaph which stands in front of the Wall. 

Ernest is also remembered alongside his cousin, Charles Herbert Holmes, who was killed on 
7th August 1917, and is buried at Ramscappelle Cemetery, Niewpoort, in Belgium. 
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 Ings Grove Park Memorial  

 

Whilst visiting Mirfield Public Library in 2007, I 
discovered the World War One Roll of Honour from 
Nab Working Men’s Club and Institute, which consists 
of three wall plaques, hanging at the bottom of the 
stairs leading to the reference section.  Ernest was a 
member of the Club as was my grandfather, Henry 
Kaye (his brother in law).  Henry served as President 
of Nab WMC for many years when it was a prosperous 
and thriving club, with two bowling greens and several 
snooker tables.  The Club was situated on Stocksbank 
Road near its junction with Nab Lane.  Unfortunately, 
the club closed in the late 1980’s and has since been 
converted into flats. I had been completely unaware 
of the existence of this Roll of Honour but was 
extremely pleased to find that following the closure of 
the Club it had been preserved and was displayed in 
this public space for all to see. 

This, the first panel shows the names of the ten 
members of Nab Working Men’s Club who died during 
the Great War, including Ernest Holmes. This is 
followed by a list of seventy-four men who served 
their country between 1914 and 1918. In addition to 
being a poignant reminder,  these panels also give us 
some idea as to the size of the membership of Nab Working Men’s Club at that time (this list 
will not include older members and those with reserved occupations).   
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As he was an employee of the Batley Co-operative Society Limited he is also remembered on 
the Batley War memorial and by the Society itself. 

 

 

                                           

Batley Co-operative Society 
Roll of Honour 

 
 

And finally, Ernest’s sister, Ethel, my grandmother, had given birth to a son on 15 March 
1917 and he was to have been called Joe after his grandfather. Following the sad news of 
Ernest’s death, Ethel and Henry named their first son Ernest. 

 

 

Researcher: 

 

Gill Dowson, a relative of Pte. Holmes, for Project BUGLE 

 

 


