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Howden Clough Strike Ended 

The strike of miners at Howden Clough 

Colliery having come to an end, work was 

resumed at the pit yesterday. The agreement 

to return to work was reached last Friday, 

and the men have gone back without any 

reduction in the price of teaming for colliers’ 

home coals, although the Miners’ Union is to 

be acknowledged. The strike has lasted some 

seven weeks, the men having ‘downed tools’ 

on May 30th. Many of the strikers have found 

work at other pits. 

Infantile Mortality Problems 

Councillor Ben Turner speaking to the 

minutes of the Batley Sanitary Committee 

made suitable reference to Baby Week, and 

the national desire to reduce the heavy 

infantile mortality. It was known to the 

medical authorities that each year 100,000 

died whose lives ought to be saved, and 

therefore on every town there was laid the 

responsibility of avoiding this tremendous 

death toll. 

The nation was at last waking up, and in 

nearly every town the movement had been 

taken up. The School Clinic in Batley was 

evidence that the town was taking an interest 

in the baby welfare question. It would be 

desirable for the Corporation at some early 

date to provide more suitable premises for the 

Clinic and Maternity Centre. 

The Sanitary Committee had visited the baby 

croche at Dewsbury, and if these institutions 

were to become part of our national life, then 

the one in Dewsbury was a very good 

specimen. Personally, he was of opinion that 

the right place for a baby was at home. The 

voluntary workers and nurses were rendering 

good service at the Batley Maternity Centre. 

Some ten or fifteen years ago Batley in regard 

to infant mortality was one of the black spots, 

but things had improved, though, like other 

industrial towns, they did not save as many 

baby lives as they should do. 



                                                            

July Roll of Honour 

The allied offensive on the Western Front is 

sadly producing a high death toll amongst local 

men. This month twenty-seven men made the 

ultimate sacrifice. They were:-  

Pte Willie Holmes Preston aged 29, Pte John 

Micklethwaite 23, Pte Albert Ward 27, Pte 

Thomas Walton 35, Pte Lionel Maurice 

Newsome 21, Cpl Percy Sykes Shaw 26, Pte 

Frank Walker 27, Pte Harold Ward 25, Pte 

George Robert Moody 24, Pte Arnold 

Summerscales 20, Pte William Busfield 31, Pte 

Charlie Crossland 30, Pte Fred Firth 27, Pte 

Harold Senior 24, Pte Ernest Sill 28, Sgt John 

Thomas Lynch 30, Pte Robert Parkin 23, Pte 

Arthur Redfearn 32, Pte Albert Gibson 22, Pte 

Lawrence Judge 35, Sgt Alfred Brewer 29, Rfm 

James Judge 24, Pte James William Booth 31, 

Pte John William Phelps 26, Gnr Lionel Henry 

Rooke 24, Gnr Herbert Tomlinson 24 and  Pte 

Martin Duffy also aged 24. 
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