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Pte. Frank Brook ROEBUCK (1877 – 1917) 

(Royal Army Medical Corps.) 

 

Frank was born about 1877 in Hopwood, Mirfield, Yorkshire, to Nimrod and Ann (nee 

Mitchell) Roebuck who were both aged 41. Frank’s father passed away at the age of 48 

years in Dewsbury in April 1885. 

On September 17th 1904 Frank married Louisa Madeley, from Batley, at All Saints Parish 

Church and they lived at 34, Kings Street, Batley Carr.  They had two children, Herbert 

(1906) and Annie (1910). 

As a boy Frank attended Mill Lane School and he also had a lifelong connection with 

Hanging Heaton Ebenezer Chapel. Prior to enlisting he had been employed for a short 

period by Messrs Joseph Newsome and Sons, Batley Carr, but formerly he was 

employed as a Warper by Messrs R. Brearley and Sons, Queen Street Mills, Batley. 

Frank was a keen rugby player and after signing for Batley played most of his games for 

the club at full back. When war broke out Frank joined the ranks. 

The Local Newspaper reported … 

Popular Batley Footballer Killed in Action 

Wife and Children Left at Batley Carr. 

 

The local football world has lost another well known character by the 
death of Private Frank Brooke Roebuck (40), whose wife and two children 
reside at 34 King Street, Batley Carr. The first news of his death came 
from a Chaplain who writes, ‘I am sorry to have the sad duty to write you 
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regarding the death of your husband. With his comrades he had been 
moved to a dangerous area the day after Christmas. They suffered 
heavily from shell fire and whilst many were injured, your husband met 
with instantaneous death. I did not know him personally but as Chaplain 
of the group to which he belonged, I know that he was one of a large 
congregation that gathered on Christmas Day. He was a good workman 
and will be missed by both officers and men in the very important work 
they have to do.” 
 

A letter of condolence was also received from an Officer who said that Frank was killed 

by the bursting of an enemy shell on the 28th December. He added that Private 

Roebuck, ‘…was respected by his Officers and comrades as a man who did his duty 

cheerfully and willingly and their heartfelt sympathy goes with you in your terrible loss’. 

Private Roebuck had been in France some thirteen months and was expected home on 

leave any day. 

The letter from the Regimental Chaplain also included the following…  

“He always did his duty with a smile. The day after Christmas his 
Battalion were moved to a known danger area where they came under 
heavy shelling. He caught a direct hit and was killed instantly – he never 
suffered.” 
 

Pte. Frank Brook Roebuck, Royal Army Medical Corps, died on 28th December 1917. He 

is Remembered with Honour at White House Cemetery, St-Jean-les-Ypres, Belgium. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Researcher – Kevin McQuinn for Project Bugle. 

(Taken from Kevin McQuinn’s booklet ‘Remembering Rugby Players from Batley and 

Dewsbury’. Published in December 2015.) 

  


