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Pte. Horace RHODES 

(King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry) 

 

Pte. Horace RHODES, Service Number 39946, of the 9th Battalion, 

King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry, succumbed to his wounds and died 

on December 30th 1917 at Stothill Hospital in Glasgow.  His parents were 

with him when he died and his body was brought back to Batley – he was 

the 21st soldier to be buried in the Cemetery. At his parents request 

Military honours were dispensed with at the funeral.   

                                      Family Information 

Horace was born on November 6th 1890 to Jesse and Emma Rhodes, both 

from Birstall, who lived at 26 Healey Place, Batley. He was Baptised in St. 

Peter’s Parish Church Birstall on October 22nd 1893. 

 

By the 1901 Census the family were living at 47 Wilson Buildings, 

Bradford Road, Batley there were two surviving children (of three) - 

Horace and Lucy, who was born in 1896. Horace attended Park Road 

School and he was actively involved with the Hick Lane Methodist Chapel 

as both a Sunday School Teacher and a Band-of-Hope Worker. 

By the 1911 Census the family had moved to 53, Bradford Road, Batley – 

Horace was 20 years old and he was employed as a Card Cleaner at  



Project BUGLE – The Soldier’s Story Page 2 of 3 December 2017   

J. Newsome and Sons of Batley Carr. Prior to joining up on September 

1916 he was employed by A J Pyrah and Sons of Heckmondwike as a 

‘scribbling overlooker’. He went to France in January 1917 – we know he 

was wounded on two separate occasions. 

The Batley Newspapers carried two reports about his injuries and 

subsequent death. 

Batley News – March 17 1917 

“Mr and Mrs Jesse Rhodes, 53 Bradford Road Batley, have been informed that 

their son, Pte. Horace Rhodes, KOYLI has been wounded in the right shoulder and 

thigh and is now in hospital in Glasgow. This is the second time Pte Rhodes has 

been wounded, although he only went to the Front in January. After being in the 

trenches for the first time he was coming out on February 13th when a shell burst 

overhead and a piece of shrapnel injured the calf of one leg, but after being in a 

casualty clearing station for some time he was able to rejoin his regiment. 

Writing to his parents he says: 

‘I got wounded by a high explosive shell which burst in the air and flew 

into pieces. One piece stuck in the right arm, near the shoulder, and the 

other on the right thigh and several pieces struck my steel helmet and 

saved my life I can assure you. They are the Prussian Guards who are 

opposite us. One sergeant and one of my pals got wounded with the same 

shell, and my friend is very badly hurt. We travelled from the clearing 

station to Rouen on a hospital train, and it was very nice. We left Rouen 

the same day, aboard a steamer. Its very pleasant scenery up the river 

Seine by Rouen. All went well until we got within two miles of the Isle of 

Wight and then our hospital ship struck a collier that was anchored and 

caused it to take water. A fog was running at the time, and we had to stop 

by her for four hours until a relief ship came to the assistance of the 

collier. It is grand to be in ‘Blighty’ again’. 

Private Rhodes, who is 27 years of age and single, before joining the army he 

was an over-looker for Messrs Pyrah, Heckmondwike. He is connected with Hick 

Lane Wesleyan Chapel and a member of Batley Liberal Club." 

 

 

STOTHILL Hospital Glasgow 
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[In September 1914, at the beginning of the First World War, the hospital was 

requisitioned by Royal Army Medical Corps staff of the Territorial Force and the complex 

split and re-designated as the 3rd and 4th Scottish General Hospitals. Wounded 

servicemen arrived by specially converted Hospital trains terminating at a temporary 

railway platform built within the hospital grounds. A staff of 240 Territorial Force nurses, 

as well as volunteers from the St. Andrew's Ambulance Association, cared for over 1,000 

patients at a time, suffering from battlefield wounds to venereal disease, until the return 

of the hospital to civilian use in the spring of 1920.] 

 

Then again in the local newspaper: 

Batley News January 5th 1918 

“After lingering for three months Pte Horace Rhodes, KOYLI, son of Mr and Mrs Jesse 

Rhodes of 53, Bradford Road Central, Batley has succumbed to wounds whilst serving in 

France. The wounds, which were caused by gunshot, were in the head, right arm, shoulder 

and foot, and were received on October 4th. After being in a Rouen hospital for two months 

he was brought to Glasgow, and passed away on Sunday night December 30th.  

The funeral took place at the Batley Cemetery on Thursday afternoon, a service being held 

at the Hick Lane Wesleyan Church. The Rev Evan Lloyd was the officiating Minister, and 

gave an appropriate address in the Church paying tribute to the late soldier’s many 

qualities. Very highly respected, Pte Rhodes was an active worker of the Hick Lane Church, 

being a Sunday School Teacher and a Band-of-Hope worker, and his services will be 

greatly missed. At the close of the service Mr H Holroyd played the ‘Dead March’. 

Twenty one years of age, Pte Rhodes joined the Forces in September 1916, crossing the 

Channel in the second week of the following year. He was wounded in February and again 

in March and on the second occasion he was brought back to England. He went out again 

in September only to receive the severe wounds which have ended fatally. He will be 

remembered at the mill of Messrs Pyrah and Sons Ltd, Heckmondwike, where in civilian 

life, he was employed as an assistant over-looker.”  

Other points … 

 Horace’s name appears on the Batley War Memorial and also 

on the Roll of Honour in Birstall Temperance Hall. (Now 

Birstall Community Church) 

 We know that Horace’s parents moved to Scarborough - to 

57, Elmville Avenue – soon after Horace died.  

 No local family has been found during the research but 

through Ancestry a 3rd cousin twice removed – Andy Hill – 

was found living in Canada. (all the information found 

regarding Horace has been passed to Andy). 

 

Researcher:  Tony Dunlop for Project BUGLE 
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