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Pte. Horace NAYLOR MM (1896-1918) 

(Duke of Wellington’s – West Riding Regiment) 

 

 

 

Pte. Horace Naylor, aged 21, Service Number 308056, of the 2nd Bn., Duke of 

Wellington’s (West Riding Regiment) was killed in action on April 15th 1918. He had been 

awarded the Military Medal just two weeks earlier for valour when fighting face to face with 

the enemy. He was the son of Martha Ann Naylor of Gomersal. He left behind his wife 

Elizabeth and their two year old daughter Marion. 

Family Information 

Horace Naylor was born on February 12th 1896 to Martha Ann Naylor from Gomersal. Very 

little else is known about his early life. In the 1901 Census he is living as a boarder, aged five, 

with James and Jane Duce in Craven Lane, Gomersal. By 1911 is still living with James and 

Jane but is described as an ‘adopted son’. He attended Hill Top School in Gomersal. 

After his school years he worked for Messrs. Becker Bros. of Howden Clough. 

On October 2nd 1915 he married Elizabeth Clapham from Cobbler’s Hill Birstall. He was just 

19 and Elizabeth was 21 years old. The service was held at St. Peter’s Parish Church, Birstall. 
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A daughter, Marion, was born on March 5th 1916 and she was baptised on 23 April. 

  

                                                                  Service Record 

Horace enlisted in April 1916 with the West Riding Regiment and he was posted to France in 

July 1917. He was wounded in his first month abroad and was sent home to recover before 

returning to the front line in January 1918. 

He was awarded the Military Medal in March 1918. His commanding officer wrote in a letter 

to Elizabeth ….. 

“As you know your husband recently won the Military Medal for great                    

bravery in attacking the Huns. When in one of our trenches, he attacked a 

party of them almost single-handed, and showed the greatest gallantry.” 

Another Officer wrote …. 

“He had proved himself to be one of the pluckiest and best of Englishmen. At 

the time of his death he was acting as a Company runner and everyone had 

the highest confidence in him. I send my sincere sympathy.” 

Horace’s body was never recovered and his name is listed on the Ploegsteert Memorial. 

 

 

The PLOEGSTEERT MEMORIAL commemorates more than 11,000 servicemen of the United 

Kingdom and South African forces who died during the First World War and have no known 

grave. The memorial serves the area from the line Caestre-Dranoutre-Warneton to the 

north, to Haverskerque-Estaires-Fournes to the south, including the towns of Hazebrouck, 

Merville, Bailleul and Armentieres, the Forest of Nieppe, and Ploegsteert Wood. Most of 

those commemorated by the memorial did not die in major offensives, such as those which 

took place around Ypres to the north, or Loos to the south. Most were killed in the course of 

the day-to-day trench warfare which characterised this part of the line, or in small scale set 

engagements, usually carried out in support of the major attacks taking place elsewhere.  
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Pte. Naylor MM is Remembered with Honour in the following places … 

 

  Birstall War Memorial in St. Peter’s Church, Birstall.  

  The Roll of Honour in Howden Clough Methodist Church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Roll of Honour in Gomersal Methodist Church 
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Gomersal Methodist Church 

 


