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Pte. Percy BODEN (1899-1918) 

(Northumberland Fusiliers) 

 

 

  

Pte. Percy Boden, aged 18, Service Number 65620, of the Northumberland Fusiliers 

died on June 21st 1918. He had been taken prisoner in early April 1918 and was in hospital in 

Hamburg, Germany needing emergency treatment for Appendicitis. He died in hospital 

following an operation for Appendicitis and was buried in Hamburg Cemetery.  

Family Information 

Percy Boden was born in Batley in 1899 and was the youngest son of Edward and Louisa 

Boden of Birstall. He was the youngest of three children born to Edward and Louisa. The 

family had lived in Birstall since the parents married and the first two children were born in 

Birstall – but we know that Percy was born in Batley. 

Father, Edward Boden was born on May 17th 1872 in Howden Clough. On July 15th 1890 he 

married Louisa Parkin who came from Geldard Road in Birstall. They married at St. Peter’s 

Parish Church. 

 

 

 

They set up home in Birstall and soon had two children: Emma born in 1894 and Albert in 

1896. The family may have moved to Batley as Percy was born in Batley in 1899. 
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Sadly, Percy’s mother Louisa died in early February 1901 and was buried in St. Peter’s Parish 

Churchyard on February 13th 1901.  At the time of the 1901 Census the family lived in Coach 

Lane, Birstall.  

[There is a transcription error on the digitised records of the 1901 Census as the family 

name is recorded as ‘Borden’ – clearly incorrectly recorded by the Census Officer.] 

 

Louisa’s mother has joined the family and is later recorded as ‘house-keeper’. 

By the 1911 Census the family has moved the short distance on to Upper Batley Lane and all 

the family is living together – these photographs come from a family group photograph 

taken in 1918. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   Father Edward           Sister Emma           Brother Albert    G’mother Emma Parkin 

Sadly, we know little about Percy’s early life. The best information to hand was that he was 

in “business on his own account as a carrier”. 

Service Record 

Percy enrolled for the Army in May 1917 at Bradford. He was originally assigned to the 

Training Reserve with the Service No. TR/5/117889. 

[A considerable reorganisation of the reserve infantry battalions took place on 1 September 
1916. Before this date, most of the infantry regiments contained one or more reserve 
battalions of the regular and new armies. Recruits would be posted to these battalions for 
basic training, before they were posted to an active service unit. With the introduction of 
conscription, the regimental system simply could not cope with numbers. A new structure 
was put into place: the Training Reserve. The local nature of recruitment for infantry 
regiments was abandoned and the entire system centralised. 

After 1 September 1916, regimental distinctions were discontinued and the reserve units of 
the regiments were re-designated as battalions of the Training Reserve.  
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They were organised into new brigades and the official complement of the Training Reserve 
was a little over 208,500 soldiers. 

Men who were posted to the TR battalions were not allocated to any particular regiment 
when the time came for them to be posted. So from this time on it is not safe to assume 
that a recruit would serve with his local regiment. Later, from May 1917, this arrangement 
was itself altered when the units of the TR became Graduated and Young Soldier Battalions 
and were once again aligned with specific regiments. 

 The TR units dropped the cap badges and shoulder titles of their former regiments and 
instead wore a large General Service button on a red disc on the cap and the letters TR as a 
shoulder title. The TR shoulder titles were discontinued from June 1917 and the sleeve 
number in December of that year. Also the cap button was dropped and a red number of 
the TR battalions replaced it with regimental ones. (The 1st TR Brigade included the 5th 
Battalion and this Brigade absorbed the 11th Yorkshire Regiment and the 15th 
Northumberland Fusiliers.)]. 

There is some confusion over the cap badge shown in Percy’s photograph. It is not the 
Training Regiment or the Northumberland Fusiliers. Expert advice suggests it may have been 
of the Coldstream Guards – the only regiment to use a scroll with an eight-pointed star. The 
photograph was taken in early 1918 and at that time Percy may not have taken up his 
deployment with the Northumberland Fusiliers under Service No. 65620. 

Percy embarked for service abroad at Easter in 1918. [As Easter Monday was April 1st in 

1918 he must have been captured in the first few days on the front line because he was 

reported as missing on April 10th.]    

A letter home stated … 

      “I am a prisoner of war and wounded. I am going on all right so don’t worry about me.” 

Sadly, soon after this letter, his father received the news that Percy had died on 21st June 

1918 following an operation for Appendicitis.  

He was buried with full Military Honours at Hamburg Cemetery. 
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Hamburg Cemetery, Germany 

 

[During the First World War, Hamburg Cemetery was used for the burial of over 300 

Allied servicemen who died as prisoners of war.] 

 

Percy Boden is Remembered with Honour on … 

Batley War Memorial 

St. Saviours Parish Church, Brownhill – Roll of Honour 

St. John’s Wesleyan Chapel, Birstall – Roll of Honour 

Howden Clough Methodist Church – Roll of Honour.  

 

 

Researched for Project BUGLE by Tony Dunlop - with grateful thanks to Kath Boden, of 

Birstall, for family information and permission to include family photographs in the Project 

BUGLE Soldier’s Story.   


