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Pte. Arthur BERRY (1897-1918) 

(West Yorkshire Regiment) 

 

 

  

Pte. Arthur Berry, aged 21, Service Number 56181, of the West Yorkshire Regiment 

(Prince of Wales’ Own) died on July 11th 1918. At the time he was in the Whitley Bay VAD 

Hospital where he was being treated for influenza.  He was buried in the Heckmondwike 

Upper Congregational Chapel graveyard.  He was the son of John William and Martha Ann 

Berry of 147, Halifax Road, Heckmondwike.  

 

Family Information 

Arthur Berry was born on April 28th 1897 in Heckmondwike. He was the second child born to 

John William and Martha Ann Berry who lived at 12 Battye Street, Heckmondwike. John had 

married Martha Ann Lambert in late 1890 and their first child, Louisa, was born  on October 

17th 1891. Both parents came from Batley and both children were born in Heckmondwike. 

Father John was employed by the Batley News as a print machine operator and stereotyper 

– he had over twenty five years service with the newspaper producers. 

 

By 1911 the family were living at 21 Kilpin Hill Lane, Dewsbury – Louisa was nineteen years 

old and employed as a cloth piece mender – Arthur was thirteen and employed as a rag 

sorter. He later started an apprenticeship with Messrs. Bell Bros. Engineering at 

Ravensthorpe and he was still employed there when he enrolled for service in the Army. 

Sadly, very little is known about Arthur’s early life but it can be assumed that he had a close 

association with the Heckmondwike Upper Congregational Church. 
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Service Record 

Arthur joined the 3rd Battalion of the West Yorkshire Regiment on April 15th 1918 and was 

stationed at Whitley Bay. He had only been in service for eleven weeks when he was taken 

ill with influenza and died just three days later whilst in the V.A.D Hospital at Whitley Bay. 

 [In 1909 the British Red Cross Society was given the role of providing supplementary aid to 

the Territorial Forces Medical Service in the event of war. In order to provide trained 

personnel for this task, county branches of the British Red Cross Society organised units 

called Voluntary Aid Detachments. All Voluntary Aid Detachment members, who came to be 

known simply as "V.A.D.'s" were trained in First Aid and Nursing. Within twelve months they 

numbered well over 6000.]  

The Matron of the Hospital wrote in a letter to his parents … 

 

       “Private Arthur Berry was admitted here on the 7th (July) with influenza. He was 

all  right until yesterday, 10th, when he developed pneumonia. His heart must have 

been weak because he put up no fight. He was so happy and laughing all the time, 

such a sweet smile which he had until he died. He suffered very little pain but 

collapsed during the night …. You will have sweet memories of him, as I shall, 

although I only knew for a short time … He was such a sweet loveable boy.” 

 

Arthur’s illness and subsequent death happened so quickly his family didn’t have time to 

travel to see him. His body was brought back to the family home at 147, Halifax Road, 

Heckmondwike, and he was buried on July 14th 1918 in the graveyard at Heckmondwike 

Upper Congregational Church (Plot B.2.15).  
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Pte. Arthur Berry is Remembered with Honour on the Batley War Memorial and on …   

 

The Heckmondwike Upper Congregational Church War Memorial 

The Staincliffe Parish Church Roll of Honour 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staincliffe Parish Church – Roll of Honour 

 

Researched for Project BUGLE by Kevin McQuinn and Tony Dunlop, with thanks to the 

Heckmondwike Royal British Legion and the Spen Valley Historical Society for contributing 

photographs and information about Arthur and his gravestone. 
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