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Pte. John Bailey DIXON  MM (1882 – 1918) 

(King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry) 

 

 

 

Pte. John Bailey Dixon MM, aged 36, Service Number 39756, of the 9th Battalion, 

King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry, was killed in action on May 27th 1918. He had been 

decorated with his Military Medal on May 4th 1918 whilst serving on the Front Line. He was 

the son of Benjamin and Emily Dixon of Hanging Heaton. He left behind his wife Grace and 

two small children, Laura and Norman, who lived at the family home in Leeds Road, 

Dewsbury. 

Family Information 

John Bailey Dixon was born on March 27th 1882. He was the fourth of ten children born to 

Benjamin and Emily Dixon who lived on Leeds Road, Dewsbury.  

Father Benjamin was born on December 28th 1850 at Crackenedge, Dewsbury. He had been 

employed in many different roles from Woollen Card Cleaner, Weaver, Gardener and 

Council Labourer. He married Emily Allatt, who was born on October 4th 1854, and came 

from Hanging Heaton. 

They were married at the Parish Church in Hanging Heaton on March 15th 1873 
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Benjamin and Emily settled into their home in Soothill near Hanging Heaton, Dewsbury. 

Although they moved house on three occasions they stayed in the same street all their 

married life and here they were to raise their family of ten children. We know from the 

Census returns that three of the children had died before 1911 but through the series of 

Census returns we know all the children were born in Soothill. 

Anne (1873) was first born but she sadly died in 1903 soon after her marriage, she was just 

30. Then came Alfred (1875); Jane (1877) – who died in 1895 aged 17; Eliza (1880); JOHN 

BAILEY DIXON (1882); Laura (1884) - who died in 1893 aged 9; Allatt (1886); Sam (1888); Eli 

(1890) and Rebecca (1890). 

John was baptised along with Allatt, Eliza, Sam and Eli at St. Paul’s Parish Church, Hanging 

Heaton on December 3rd 1893. [The Christening of the five siblings took place just two 

weeks after the death of Laura who hadn’t been Christened]. {Eliza was shown on the 

previous page of the Register.} 

 

  

 

As he grew up, John became closely attached to the local Churches. 

He was actively involved in the Sunday School at St. Paul’s Church and assisted in service as 

a Sideman. It was this devotion to service and his religion that lead to him being appointed 

Verger at Holy Innocents’ Church at Thornhill Lees. 

From school he took employment as a Hewer in the local coal mine. Later he worked in the 

Rag Department of Mr. Mark Day’s Wellington Mills at Dewsbury. Prior to enlisting he 

worked alongside his father as a Labourer in a local Brewery. 
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The two Churches that meant so much to John Dixon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                      St. Paul’s Church                      Holy Innocents’ Church 

On July 23rd 1910 John married Grace Ladyman Bramley at St Paul’s Parish Church. Grace 

was a farmer’s daughter born in Chidswell in 1888.  

 

 

 

They set up home at No. 12 Sunny Bank, Highgate in Hanging Heaton. In due course they 

had two children: Norman Bramley Dixon in 1911 and Laura Elizabeth in 1916.  

Service Record 

 

 

 

 

 

  

John Bailey Dixon joined the Colours with the 

King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry in January 

1916 and was posted to France in January 

1917. 

 



Project BUGLE – The Soldier’s Story Page: 4 of 7 May 2018 

In researching John’s life one of the greatest aids has been access to the series of letters  he 

wrote to Grace. Whilst the letters that Grace sent to John were lost to the War, we have in 

the collection of his letters a unique insight into the man and what he had to endure on the 

Front Line.  

He very clearly struggled with war and his beliefs and loves   ….. “Time Changes, and we 

have to do with the times, but not with those we love, for the longer I am away the more I 

long to see your dear faces. …. It makes me think that this terrible war is never going to 

finish and it makes me more dissatisfied with our life’s journey. I try to keep my trust in God 

but when we have been so happy together it makes it hard …… “ 

We know he was injured and he wrote often of his trouble with his feet and arm, which he 

had clearly injured, but he refused to go the Station Hospital. 

But there is also the lighter side. He was clearly a good cook and that fact was soon realised 

on the Front Line by his Officers. He writes about preparing and serving a full four course 

meal with all the trimmings in the Officer’s Mess and then having to return to his own billet 

to be served his own rations! 

But the overriding impression was of a very honest and extremely modest man. 

The records show that he was awarded the MILITARY MEDAL in April 1918. He clearly had 

seen the very heaviest of fighting but he took every opportunity to play down his exploits 

and bravery so as not to frighten or worry Grace or his children. 

  

                              His Family at Home 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

                      Grace with Norman and Laura 

(Note the moustache – John took great pride in making it look good) 
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The following extracts, taken verbatim from the letters, relate to the winning and awarding 

of the Military Medal. 

• From April 16th 1918 

       “Well, Dear Wife, we have removed from where the big battle was going on and                                             

we have had a long train ride. So they have brought us on a quieter front but as far as I can 

make out we seem to be part of the Ypres Front, but it is very quiet. This morning I was in 

the Trench and I put my soft hat on for my tin hat felt too heavy after what I had gone 

through. So who should come across me but the Divisional General and he said I was too 

damned good a man to let Fritz have a go at me. He said he was damned proud of me for 

the work I had done in this big battle for shooting so many Germans. I think if all goes well 

there will be a medal for me for doing good work. The General asked me what I was in 

Civilian life. We had a good laugh over it. The Colonel is proud of me and the few of the lads 

that was left of us, is proud of me. I wonder if my Dear Wife will be proud of me or she will 

think I have been running too much danger, but I want the Dixon to be proud of me. If I was 

the last to come out I can say this, I have been through more than any of them that came 

out before me if they think I was a scrounger. I am pleased to say I am very well in health. 

Thank God for all ‘is good luck he has done for me. Don’t say anything about the medal I am 

expecting ‘till it does come through for when there is big battles going on like this, 

sometimes the papers get lost.” 

 

• From May 4th 1918   

       “I have been decorated today with my Military Medal Ribbon. I shall not get the        

medal ‘til I return to Blighty so I shall have to wait for that. They was very proud today when 

I had it pinned on me after the parade. They came shaking hands with me and wished me 

the best of luck. I told them it would be no good to me if it did not bring me luck. Dear Wife 

it has been hard earned. I will not say what I got it for because I do not want a lot of paper 

talk. You can tell the Vicar I got the Military Medal for good work on the Somme. I would like 

the Vicar to know but I do not want my photo to get in the paper. I am satisfied with what I 

have got without a lot of talk.” 

 

• And then on May 20th … including word presented earlier 

       “My Darling wife and children and sister. Times changes and we have to do with the 

times but not with those we love, for the longer I am away from you and more I long to see 

your dear faces. …… It makes me think that this terrible war is never going to finish and it 

makes me more dissatisfied with our life’s journey. I try to keep my trust in God but when 

we have been so happy together it makes it hard. ….. From your and ever lasting husband. 

So goodnight and God bless you all”. 

This was his last letter. He was reported missing on May 27th at Aisne in France. His body 

was never found and it was over a year and three months before he was officially declared 

dead and his family could finally receive his pension. 
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Extract from the 9th Battalion K.O.Y.L.I Records 

(May 27th and 28th 1918) 

 “Our reports show that on the 27th May, 1918 when the Germans attacked the British and 

their Allies on a front of 30 miles the 9th Battalion of the King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry were in 

front of Cormicy. This is towards the Reims end of the Chemin des Dames, a road which runs from 

the south end of the Soissons district to the north end of Rheims district. A. and C. Cos. were holding 

the front line, French Colonial Troops being on the right. The attack was made early in the morning 

with overwhelming forces and B. Coy. was sent up to reinforce. The whole line was carried by the 

Germans and the Division together with the French Colonials retreated towards the south. The 9th 

Battalion retired towards Hermonville and then towards Fisnes on the River Vesle. They suffered 

severely in this retreat, being the first under shell fire, and when they were beyond the range of 

shells they were followed and attacked by aeroplanes armed with bombs and machine guns. The 

dead were left for the enemy. The Germans formed burial parties out of the prisoners but no record 

could be kept, even by British prisoners, because all discs, pocket books and other means of 

identification were taken from them”  

John Bailey Dixon MM is remembered on the Soissons Memorial 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Soissons, a town on the south bank of the River Aisne, is about sixty-two miles North 

East of Paris.   

John is also remembered  on … 

Batley War Memorial 

The Dewsbury War Memorial 

Dewsbury Roll of Honour 

Hanging Heaton Memorial 

St Paul’s Church, Hanging Heaton Roll of Honour 
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                  Finally, those of the DIXON Family who served in The Great War 

                                            

 

 

                        

 

                                 

                                           

 

 

                        

 

 

         

                                    

 

 

Researched on behalf of Project BUGLE by Tony Dunlop. 

Special thanks to John’s grandsons - Norman’s sons - Grahame and Keith Dixon for 

permission to use photographs and extracts from John’s letters to Grace. And also thanks to 

Jennifer Aries, granddaughter of Eli Dixon, for information about the wider Dixon family. 

 

Sgt. Alfred Dixon 

King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry 

Pte. Allatt Dixon 

King’s Royal Rifle Corps. 

 

Pte. John Bailey Dixon MM 

King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry 

Killed in Action 

Driver Sam Dixon 

Royal Horse and Field Artillery 

Died from wounds 

Pte. Eli Dixon 

Royal Flying Corps 


