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Driver Sam DIXON (1888 – 1918) 

(Royal Field Artillery) 

                                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pte. Sam Dixon, aged 29, Service Number 780774, of the 311th Brigade of the Royal 

Field Artillery, died on August 13th 1918 in the Lakenham Military Hospital, Norwich. He was 

27 years old and had been in hospital since December 1917. He was the fourth son of 

Benjamin and Emily Dixon of Hanging Heaton. He left behind his wife Mary and two small 

children, Nora and John Bailey, who lived at the family home in Day’s Yard, Hanging Heaton. 

He was buried with full military honours at St. Paul’s Parish Church, Hanging Heaton. 

Family Information 

Sam was born on December 2nd 1888. He was the eighth of ten children born to Benjamin 

and Emily Dixon who lived on Leeds Road, Dewsbury.  

Father Benjamin was born on December 28th 1850 at Crackenedge, Dewsbury. He had been 

employed in many different roles, from Woollen Card Cleaner, Weaver, Gardener and 

Council Labourer. He married Emily Allatt, who was born on October 4th 1854, and came 

from Hanging Heaton. 

They were married at the Parish Church in Hanging Heaton on March 15th 1873 

 

 

Benjamin and Emily settled into their home in Soothill near Hanging Heaton, Dewsbury. 

Although they moved house on three occasions they stayed in the same street all their 
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married life and here they were to raise their family of ten children. We know from the 

Census returns that three of the children had died before 1911 but through the series of 

Census returns we know all the children were born in Soothill. 

Anne (1873) was first born but she sadly died in 1903 soon after her marriage, she was just 

30. Then came Alfred (1875); Jane (1877) – who died in 1895 aged 17; Eliza (1880); John 

Bailey (1882); Laura (1884) - who died in 1893 aged 9; Allatt (1886); SAM DIXON (1888); Eli 

(1890) and Rebecca (1894). 

Sam was baptised along with Allatt, Eliza, John Bailey and Eli at St. Paul’s Parish Church, 

Hanging Heaton on December 3rd 1893. [The Christening of the five siblings took place just 

two weeks after the death of Laura who hadn’t been Christened]. [Eliza was on the previous 

page]. 

  

The family grew up in the Hanging Heaton area and had a close association with St  
Paul’s Church and the Sunday School and Day School. 
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[This Certificate was raised by the school to confirm that the child was at least thirteen years 

old and had completed over 350 days in education. With this signed form the child could be 

employed to work in a factory.] 

In the 1911 Census Sam is recorded as living at the family home in High Street, Hanging 

Heaton. The Census return was taken on April 2nd 1911 – just one month after the death of 

Sam’s mother, Emily. Sam was 22 years old and employed as a Hewer underground at Shaw 

Cross Coal Mine.  

On June 3rd 1911 Sam married Mary Blakeley at St Mary’s Catholic Church, Batley. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sam and Mary set up their family home at 37, Day’s Yard in Hanging Heaton just a few yards 

from the gates to St. Paul’s Church. But, Sam and Mary had a difficult start to their marriage. 

Their first child, Ann was born in August 1911 but died almost immediately. Their second 

child George Benjamin was born in the summer of 1912 but he died aged just three years 

old. [He was buried at St Paul’s Parish Church in the same plot where his father would be 

laid to rest.]   

Mary Blakeley was the daughter of George and Mary 

Ann Blakeley who lived at Cross Bank in Batley. 

Father George came from Batley and his wife was 

from York.  

At the time of Mary’s wedding they had been married 

for over forty years – they had had eleven children 

but only four reached school age. 
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Sam continued to work as a Coal Miner and he was employed for a number of years by 

Crawshaw and Warburton who owned a number of pits in the Shaw Cross area. 

Sam and Mary had a further two children. Nora in the Summer of 1914 and then John Bailey 

in the Spring of 1916. 

Service Record 

Sam’s Service Record is no longer available but from press reports he had over three years’ 

service. He enrolled in Bradford in 1915 with the Royal Field Artillery and he set off on his 

final posting to France in January 1917. He was severely injured and gassed in December 

1917 and was repatriated back to the Lakenham Military Hospital in Norwich. Over time, he 

seemed to be recovering but suffered a major relapse and passed away on August 13th 1918 

– he was just 29 years old. His body was brought back home and he was buried with full 

military honours in St Paul’s Church graveyard. 
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Sam is Remembered with Honour on the Batley War Memorial and also … 

 

 

Crawshaw and Warburton Ltd. Roll of Honour 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

 

St. Paul’s Parish Church 

Hanging Heaton 

Roll of Honour 
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Family Remembrance Ribbon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hanging Heaton 

War Memorial 
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Mary received the following letter of condolence …… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           23 Aug 1918 

                                                        8, Barton Street, Westminster 

               Dear Mrs. Dixon, 

   Allow me to offer my sympathy with you in the sorrow 

                           which I regret to see has overtaken you in the death of your husband. 

  I am afraid much suffering was made to the sacrifice he has made for his  

                          country, but it will be some small relief to you to feel that this is all over, 

  and that he has rest and peace after toil and warfare. May you have courage  

to endure this blow and a happy memory of him that will in time efface the  

sorrow. His families record of service is a proud one and I hope his brothers  

may be preserved safely. 

   Yours sincerely, 

    Walter Runciman 

 

                            

 

 

 

 

 
 

A National Liberal and son of a shipping magnate, Runciman beat 
Winston Churchill in a by-election for Oldham in 1899. 
 
He was raised to the peerage as the 1st Viscount Runciman of Doxford in 
1937. In 1938, he was sent by Prime Minister Chamberlain to 
Czechoslovakia to see if he could obtain a settlement between the 
Czechoslovak government and the Sudeten Germans. His 
recommendations led to the failed act of appeasement known as the 
Munich Agreement.  
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Finally, those of the DIXON Family who served in The Great War 

                                            

 

 

                        

 

                                 

                                           

 

 

                        

 

 

         

                                    

 

 

 

Researched on behalf of Project BUGLE by Tony Dunlop. 

Special thanks to Sam’s grandson, John Norgate, son of Nora Dixon, for access to family 

letters and photographs and for permission to use them in this Soldier Story. 

 

Sgt. Alfred Dixon 

King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry 

Pte. Allatt Dixon 

King’s Royal Rifle Corps. 

 

Pte. John Bailey Dixon MM 

King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry 

Killed in Action 

Driver Sam Dixon 

Royal Horse and Field Artillery 

Died from wounds 

Pte. Eli Dixon 

Royal Flying Corps 


