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Pte. William KELLY 

(West Yorkshire Regiment – Prince of Wales’ Own) 

 

  

Pte. William Kelly, aged 30, Service Number 79645, of the West Yorkshire – Prince of 

Wales’ Own – Regiment, died at home on September 12th 1918. He had been discharged 

from the Army on August 13th 1918 as being unfit for Military Service. As his death was not 

attributed to military service, and as he had not served overseas, he is not listed in the 

Commonwealth War Register of Casualties. He was buried in a family grave in Batley 

Cemetery. Pte. Kelly is remembered on Batley War Memorial and on the Roll of Honour in St 

Mary of the Angels Roman Catholic Church in Batley. He left behind a wife and two young 

children. 

William Kelly was born in Batley on May 3rd 1887, the first of eight children born to John 

Kelly and Annie (nee Trainer). The family originally lived off Commercial Street in Batley; 

then later they lived on Fleming Square. Father John was a coal miner and Annie was a 

woollen weaver. William followed his father into the coal mines as a hewer. 

In February 1911 William married Mary Cairns at St Mary’s RC Church and in the 1911 

Census we find them living with Mary’s parents on Spa Street in Batley. They had two 

children: Agnes in 1912 and Annie in 1913. 

Service Record 

William enrolled into the Army on December 11th 1915 and was placed on the Army Reserve 

list. He was called forward on June 21st 1918 and was posted to the West Yorkshire 

Regiment. He was clearly a sickly man as he spent most of his first two months in Hospital – 

he actually was on duty with his regiment for just one day. He was discharged from the 

Army as being unfit for active service and sent to his family home in Spa Street. 

His formal discharge was confirmed on September 3rd and he awarded a weekly pension. 

He died at home on September 12th 1918 and was buried in Batley Cemetery on September 

15th in the plot, in section O No. 461, where William’s wife’s father, Michael Cairns, had 

been buried. 
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As he had had no ‘active’ service – and never served overseas - his was regarded as a civilian 

death. Consequently he is not listed on the Commonwealth Register of War Casualties and 

he was not awarded any campaign medals. 

 

 

Batley Cemetery 

William is remembered on …. 

The  Batley War Memorial 

and 

The Roll of Honour in St Mary of the Angles Church, Batley 

 

Special Note: William’s name is shown as KELLEY on the Batley War Memorial but is spelt as 

KELLY in all other places. 

 

 

 

Researched for Project BUGLE by Tony Dunlop - as part of the preparation for the Wreath 

Ceremony for Pte. William Kelley which was held at his grave side on September 12th 2018. 


