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LATEST WAR NEWS
Our K.O.Y.L.I. Boys in a Great Fight
The Allied Armies on the Western Front are still
performing miracles, and commanding positions
overlooking parts of the Hindenburg line, have
been captured, in spite of bitter opposition.
Following an attack which yielded over 10,000
prisoners and 60 guns, the British forces were
called upon on Wednesday to meet a savage
counter-attack from six German Divisions. The
enemy was completely repulsed, and “dead
German’s were strewn on the battlefield as thick as
leaves in autumn.
The K.O.Y.L.I. and East Yorkshires are specially
commended for their gallantry in breaking up the
German attack.
The famous Hill 60 is once more in British
possession.

Germany’s National Machinery “On the
Verge of a Breakdown.”
There are distinct signs that the whole national
machinery of Germany is on the verge of a
breakdown, says the “Central News.”
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VERY HOPEFUL SIGNS
Not since this terrible war began have the Allies
been so conscious and confident of ultimate victory
as they are at the present moment. The spirit of
all the Allied peoples has been revived by the
stirring news of brilliant and crushing victories
won in the outer spheres and theatres of the war,
and yet more important and promising news of
continuous progress on the Western Front. It
seems at the moment as if fortune had at last
determined to smile on our cause, and to smile
with a degree of permanence that has so far been
absent.
According to the German Chancellor, who spoke in
the Reichstag this week, deep discontent has
seized hold of wide circles of the population in
Germany. The German people, who suffered grave
discomfort so long as there were hopes of victory,
are becoming exceedingly restive under defeat,
and the accumulated miseries of years will no
longer be borne with patience when it is seen that
they had been deceived and that the day of
reckoning is at hand. The mood of Count Hertling
is very different from that of four months ago, and
now he speaks fluently of the League of Nations
and disarmament. As a great Berlin journalist has
said, the speech of the Chancellor rings the doom
of Kaiserism. The process of weaning the German
people from their corporate love of militarism has
begun. We must see that it develops until the
Germans will have done with the evil thing
forever. It is necessary to continue on the path of
pain and suffering until the process has reached a
point at which the repentance of Germany is clear
to the whole world.

BATLEY TRIBUNAL
More Men Wanted to Relieve Soldiers Who
Need a Rest
Warning to Exempted Men Who Have Not
Joined the Volunteers
When Batley Tribunal re-commenced its sittings
yesterday after an interval of nearly three weeks,
there was a list of 51 cases to be considered.
The Chairman issued another warning to
exempted men who had failed to enrol in the
Volunteers. The Tribunal, he said, had before them
a list of fifteen Heckmondwike young men who had
been exempted on condition that they enrol. He
wished to make it clear that if these men, and any
others in the same position, did not at once enrol,
the Tribunal would seriously consider taking away
their exemption.

Batley People by the Sea
About 1,500 Batley people have this week taken
advantage of the Feast Holiday to visit Blackpool,
the largest number for the past six years.

OUR LADS IN THE THICK OF IT
Batley and Birstall Roll Of Honour Grows Longer
As reported in previous pages, our brave soldiers have again been heavily involved in the many
battles along the Western Front and other theatres of war. Whilst the Allies now appear to be
gaining the upper hand there has been a heavy price to pay in terms of lives lost. This month a
further forty local men have been added to the Roll of Honour. They are:1st September Pte. Michael LYDON, aged 26 and Pte. Walter SHIRES, aged 33, on the 2nd Pte.
Arthur NICHOLSON, aged 18 and Pte. James Kershaw PARKINSON, aged 19, 6th Pte. Air
Mechanic 1st ‘C’ Alfred HELLIWELL, aged 27, Pte. Granville HOWE, aged 20, Pte. Fred IDLE,
aged 19 and Pte. Willie Henry PRESTON, aged 19, 7th L/Cpl. Ben CLOUGH, aged 29, 8th Pte.
Joseph RANDLE, aged 24,99th Pte. Joseph GUILDER, aged 27.
On the 12th Pte. William KELLEY, aged 30 and Pte. Fred KNOWLES, aged 19, 14th Pte. Herbert
Swift VOLLANDS, 16th Pte. Percy CALVERT, aged 33 and Pte. Charles WHITAKER, aged 19,
18th Pte. Harry ARMITAGE, aged 29, Pte. Dominic BRENNAN, aged 19, Pte. Joseph (Clifford)
DIXON, aged 28 and Gunner Harry INESON, aged 21, 19th Pte. Percy WALKER, aged 25, 21st
Pte. John Sykes BENNETT, aged 19 and Pte. Edward Arthur PARKES, aged 20, 22nd Pte. Harold
DRIVER, aged 20, 26th Gunner Benjamin CROWTHER, aged 34 and Pte. Frank LOUGHHEAD,
aged 19.
On the 27th Pte. Robert BEST, aged 28, Pte. Sam BUTTERFIELD, aged 26, Pte. Harry CLAYTON,
aged 18, Pte. John William ENWRIGHT, aged 26, L/Sgt. Frank (Fred) HOLMES, aged 30, Pte.
Harry SOWDEN, aged 27 and 2nd Lt. Ingram WALKER, aged 26, 28th Pte. Charles HUNTER, aged
27, Pte. James MITCHELL, aged 20, 29th Pte.
Tom Robinson HANDLEY.
And on the 30th Pte. Percy ARCHER, aged 25,
L/Cpl. Frederick Henry BALL, aged 33, Pte. John
Thomas COGAN MM, aged 33, and Pte. Harvey
LILLEY, aged 31.

BATLEY’S WAR CASUALTIES
Batley Father and Son Die for Their Country
Official news of the death in action on Sept. 6th of
Pte. Fred Idle (19), Norfolk Regiment, has been
received by his mother at 15, Parkers Place,
Woodwell, Batley. A Brownhill soldier, Pte. Frank
Loughead, now wounded and in hospital says:- “Pte.
Idle was killed instantly.” Up to joining the Army
two years ago, deceased worked for Messrs Walker
and Smith, Batley, and attended Birstall
Temperance Hall. Pte. Idle’s late father, who served
through the Boer War, died three years ago after
receiving his discharge from the Army during the
present war.

Birstall Youth Dies of Wounds
Lance-Corpl. Frank Loughead (19), Norfolk
Regiment, whose mother lives at 16, Brookroyd, was
reported in last week’s “News” to be seriously
wounded. We regret to hear that official news has
now been received that the young fellow died of his
wounds in a Rouen hospital. Prior to joining the
forces a year and a half ago, he worked for Messrs.
Hall, Tankard and Co. He had been in France only
one month. He was connected with Brownhill St
Saviour’s Church.

A Batley Carr Medallist Who Never Saw
His Little Son.
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Private John Cogan (33), M.M., K.O.Y.L.I., whose
wife and three children live at 23, Carlisle Street,
Batley Carr, is reported to have been killed on
September 30th. An officer writes that deceased
was out with him in a working party and a shell
came amongst them, killing Pte Cogan and
wounding two others. “He was extremely well liked,
always
cheerful,
and
willing
under
all
circumstances”, adds the writer. Another officer
says, “I am enclosing the ribbon of the Military
Medal, which he was wearing at the time he was
buried. Private Cogan was a good and brave soldier,
and he will be greatly missed, for he was popular
with all who knew him.”
Private Cogan joined the Forces immediately
after the outbreak of war, won the Military Medal
in July 1916, was wounded in November of the
same year, and gassed last May. An old boy of St
Joseph’s R.C. Day and Sunday Schools, and a
member of the Irish National League, he formerly
worked as a miner at Messrs. Crawshaw and
Warburton’s Shaw Cross Colliery. A pathetic
feature is that he has never seen his youngest child,
a boy nine months old.

