
Tyne Cot Cemetery and Memorial 

Project BUGLE Wreath laying - 18th August 2018 

About 7 miles Northeast of the town of Leper (Ypres) in Belgium is Tyne Cot Cemetery, the largest Commonwealth 

War Graves Commission cemetery in the world. 

Tyne Cot or Tyne Cottage was a barn (named by the Northumberland Fusiliers) that stood near the level crossing 

on the road from Passchendaele to Broodseinde. Around it were five or six concrete blockhouses or ‘pillboxes’. This 

area on the Western Front (in what was known as the Ypres Salient) was a battlefield and the scene of the Third 

Battle of Ypres (also known as the Battle of Passchendaele), one of the major battles of the First World War. Many 

of those who fell on the Passchendaele battlefields are buried here. 

The Salient was formed during the First Battle of Ypres in October and November 1914, when a small British 

Expeditionary Force secured Ypres before the onset of winter and pushed the German’s back to the Passchendaele 

Ridge. The Second Battle of Ypres began in April 1915 when, for the first time in the history of warfare, the Germans 

released poison gas into the Allied lines north of Ypres and forced an Allied withdrawal. Those who died were 

buried, as best as possible, close to where they fell. 

The barn and blockhouses were eventually re-captured on 4 October 1917 by the 3rd Australian Division during the 

advance on Passchendaele. After its capture the largest blockhouse was used as an advanced dressing station. From 

6 October 1917 to the end of March 1918, 343 graves were made on two sides of it. The cemetery was in German 

hands again from 13 April 1918 until it was finally recaptured on 28 September 1918 (with Passchendaele), by the 

Belgian Army. 

Tyne Cot Cemetery was made permanent and greatly enlarged after the Armistice when remains were brought in 

from the battlefields of Passchendaele and Langemarck, and from a number of small burial grounds in the region. 

Wooden crosses were replaced with headstones. 

King George V visited Tyne Cot Cemetery in 1922 and, at his suggestion, a Cross of Sacrifice was placed on the 

original large blockhouse. Two other remaining German blockhouses can still be seen today. 

Tyne Cot Cemetery is now the resting place of more than 11,900 Commonwealth servicemen of the First World 

War, 8,300 of whom remain unidentified. There are also four German burials, three being unidentified. 

The Tyne Cot Memorial Wall forms the north-eastern boundary of Tyne Cot Cemetery and commemorates nearly 

35,000 servicemen from the United Kingdom and New Zealand who died in the Ypres Salient after 16 August 1917 

and whose graves are not known.  The memorial stands close to the farthest point in Belgium reached by 

Commonwealth forces in the First World War until the final advance to victory. 

Of 205,000 British Empire servicemen commemorated in Belgium, almost half have no known grave – their bodies 

were never found or they could not be identified. Many are beneath a headstone bearing the inscription “Known 

unto God”. Even today the remains of twenty soldiers, as well as numerous metal objects, ammunitions and other 

First World War debris, are un-earthed every year in the salient area. 

https://www.cwgc.org/find/find-cemeteries-and-memorials/53300/tyne-cot-cemetery     

Many of the regiments into which the men of Batley and Birstall were drafted, played a major part in the battles in 

the Ypres Salient. As a result of their involvement a total of sixty-eight local men are remembered in the Tyne Cot 

Cemetery and on the Tyne Cot Memorial. Given this significant number, Project BUGLE team members felt it 

incumbent upon them to lay a wreath dedicated to their memory. 

To both honour and remember their sacrifice, on Thursday 16th August 2018, Project BUGLE team member Kenneth 

Fedzin visited Tyne Cot Cemetery and laid a wreath on behalf of the people of Batley and Birstall. Attached to the 

wreath was a list of their names... We Will Remember Them.    See photos below… 

https://www.cwgc.org/find/find-cemeteries-and-memorials/53300/tyne-cot-cemetery


 

 

 

Main Gate of Tyne Cot Cemetery 
near Leper (Ypres) in Belgium. 

 
A Grave Register and cemetery plan giving an alphabetical index of names and exact location of all 

graves is located in an accessible locker in the right wall of the entrance. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stone of Remembrance inscribed “Their Name Liveth for Evermore” and the Project BUGLE wreath. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The ‘Cross of Sacrifice’ was built over the remains 

of the large concrete blockhouse, part of which is 

still visible in the square below the cross. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Research and photos on behalf of Project BUGLE.  By Kenneth Fedzin 26 August 2018. 

Images of Tyne Cot Cemetery containing over 

11,900 graves and a section of the Memorial Wall 

with 58,000 inscribed names of those never found. 

 A section of the Memorial Wall. 

A Memorial Register is located in an accessible wall locker under the far dome. The register is an 

alphabetical surnames list giving brief information about the individual (full name, number, rank, 

regiment, home address, etc. and the Panel Number where the name can be found. 


