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Air Mechanic 1st Class (Observer) Alfred HELLIWELL (1895 – 1918) 

(Royal Air Force) 

 

 

 

 

 Air Mechanic 1st Class Alfred Helliwell, aged 27, Service No. 62797, of 106th 

Squadron, Royal Air Force, was killed during a flying accident, on September 6th 1918. He 

was buried In the Arneke British Cemetery in Nord, France. He was a son of Sam and Rachel 

Helliwell of Tillotson Street, Blakeridge Lane, Batley. Prior to enlisting he was a lorry driver 

for the Batley Co-operative Society. 

Family information 

Alfred was born in Castleford on the 13th August 1891. He was the son of Rachel Helliwell (nee 

Robinson) and the late Sam Helliwell. He had three brothers -- John, Edward and Frank; all of whom 

served in the war.  The family lived at 1 Tillotson Street, Blakeridge Lane, Batley. 

Interestingly Alfred was baptised at the age of five on the February 25th 1897 at St. John the 

Evangelist Church, Carlinghow in Batley. Five of his siblings were also baptised on that day – Emily, 

Ellen, Frank, Sarah and John. Had Sam and Rachel joined the church at that time? Sam was a miner 

at the time. 

 

 

 

At the time of the 1901 census Alfred was 10 and part of a large family: Sam 44, Rachel 43, Edith 22, 

James 18, Emily 16, Ellen 14, Frank 12, Sarah 7, John 5, Minnie 2 and Lilly 2. They were living at 10 Pit 

Lane, Batley. 
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10 years later at the 1911 census Alfred was now 22, single and working as a piecer. Rachel 

was now 52. Father, Sam, does not appear on this census and must have passed away 

during the interim period. Still living at home, which was 2 Tillotson Street, Batley, were 

James 28 (colliery labourer), Sarah 18 (Weaver), John 15 (Tier-On), Minnie 13 (School) and 

Lilly 13 (School). 

Alfred attended Carlinghow Council School and the Up Lane Sunday School. He was 

employed as a lorry driver by the Batley Co-op and he was also a member of the Batley 

Working Men’s Club. 

Service Information 

Alfred enrolled for the Service in 1909 aged seventeen years and seven months old. He was 

assigned to the Duke of Wellington’s (West Riding) Regiment under Service No. 3/9354. He 

was placed on the Special Reserve list and undertook his annual training leave 

commitments. He was eventually called forward on August 8th 1914 – right at the start of 

the War – and he was posted to the front on November 14th 1914. 

He was involved in the “Battle of Hill 60” which took place south of Ypres on the Western 

Front between April 17th and May 7th 1915 

   

“Hill 60 had been captured by the German 30th Division on the 11th November 1914, 
during the First Battle of Ypres. Initial French preparations to raid the hill were 
continued by the British 28th Division, which took over the line in February 1915 and 
then by the 5th Division (including 2nd Battalion Duke of Wellingtons Regiment).  
 
The plan was expanded into an ambitious attempt to capture the hill, despite advice that 
Hill 60 could not be held unless the Caterpillar nearby was also occupied. 
 
The British attack began on the 17th April 1915. The hill was captured quickly with only 
seven casualties but it was found that the salient which had been created made 
occupation of the hill very costly. 
 
Both sides mistakenly accused the other of using poison gas in the April fighting 
German attacks on the hill in early May included the use of gas shells and the Germans 
recovered the ground at the second attempt on the 5th May. It remained in German hands until 
1917.” 
 

 
Alfred was  ‘gassed’ on May 5th 1915 and he was treated at Rouen Field Hospital. He was said to be 
also suffering from nervous disability. He was eventually sent back to England to be medically 
discharged on January 27th 1916. 
 
Alfred re-enlisted  as Air Mechanic  1st Class (Observer) in 206 Sqdn. of the Royal Air Force – Service 
No. 62797. He died during a flying training incident on September 6th 1918. He was killed when in a  
DH9 D3249 of 206 Sqdn. which was presumed to have crashed in thick mist on a long range 
reconnaissance to Zemmezeele. Pilot 2nd Lt. S M Desmond died of injuries. 
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DH9 Bomber / Reconnaissance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Motto – “Naught Escapes us” 

 

He is buried in Arneke British Cemetery, Nord, France. (Grave ref: VIII. A. 20) 

 

  

 

Number 6 Squadron RNAS formed on 1st November 1916 
as a fighter unit but disbanded less than a year later. 
Number 6 (Naval) Squadron was formed on 1st November 
1917 at Dover and crossed the channel with its DH4s on 
14th January 1918, receiving DH9s for bomber and 
reconnaissance duties the following month. 
 
With the formation of the RAF the unit was renumbered 

No 206 Squadron RAF and almost immediately re-

assigned to army co-operation tasks with the 2nd Army. 
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Air Mechanic Alfred Helliwell’s death was reported in the Batley news on September 28th 1918 

                                 Two Cross Bank Brothers Killed within Nine Months 
 

Another sad case of two brothers falling in action comes from Cross bank. Mrs Helliwell, 2 
Tillotson Street has been informed that the second of her four soldier sons has been killed. 
As recently as last December the first brother, Private John Helliwell died of wounds in 
France, and news has now been received that 3rd Air Mechanic Alfred Helliwell (27) R.A.F., 
has been killed in a flying accident. 
 

 A Major writes:  
 

“Your son was killed in a flying accident yesterday (Sept 6th). He was killed almost 
instantly. Your son was attached to this squadron for training, the flying part of 
which commenced a week ago. It is very hard luck that his new vocation should have 
been cut short so soon.” Official news states that the young fellow died in a casualty 
clearing station of a fractured skull.” 

 
Deceased, who formerly attended Carlinghow Council and Up Lane Sunday Schools, was 

employed by Batley Co-operative Society as a lorry driver. He was in the Militia when war 

started, but was discharged as a time expired man after he had served abroad and been 

gassed at Hill 60. Joining up again under the Military Service Act he had served in France 

nearly a year. He was a member of Batley Working Men’s Club. His remaining soldier 

brothers, Sapper Edward Helliwell and Sgt. Frank Helliwell are both in France. 

 

Air Mechanic Alfred Helliwell is remembered on …  

Batley War Memorial 

Batley Working Men’s Club – Roll of Honour 

Batley Co-operative Society – Roll of Honour 

.  
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