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Pte. Arnold Howard BROADLEY (1899-1918) 

(1st/7th Battalion Duke of Wellington’s (West Riding) Regiment) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Pte. Arnold Howard Broadley, aged 19, Service No. 34648, of the Duke of 
Wellington’s (West Riding) Regiment was killed in action in France on October 11th 1918. He 
was buried in the Wellington Cemetery, Rieux-en-Chambresis, Nord, France. Pte. Broadley 
was a son of Frederick and Hannah Broadly of West Brook Terrace, Carlinghow. He was a 
former pupil of Batley Grammar School. 

 

Family Information 

Arnold Howard Broadley was born in Morley on June 8th 1899. At the time of his birth, he 

and his parents Frederick and Mary Hannah, were living at 87 New Bank Street, Morley. His 

father, Frederick was a foreman cloth fuller, working in the nearby mills. 

In 1901 the Broadley family were shown in the census as still living at 87 New Bank Street in 

Morley. Prior to this Frederick Broadley had been brought up in Mirfield where Arnold’s 

grandfather (Frederick’s father) was a night watchman. The Broadley family must have 

spent some time living in Whitby, as Frederick and several of his siblings were born there, 

according to the 1881 census.  

By 1911 the Broadley family had moved to Batley and were living at 11 Westbrook Terrace. 

Arnold had two brothers and three sisters by this time. He was the oldest child of the family, 

at eleven years of age in 1911. Arnold started at Batley Grammar School in the autumn term 

of 1913 just a year before the war broke out and so would have been in school for much of 

the war.  

Arnold Broadley is one soldier on the school roll of honour whose army papers have 

survived the Second World War attacks on London by the Luftwaffe, so we know something 

of his enlistment in the army. Arnold was attested into the army in February of 1917.  
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His age was recorded on the forms as being 17 years and 8 months. However, medicals and 

other processes delayed his actual joining up until July 9th of 1917.  

This is the date that his record shows that he was mobilised. Arnold’s medical actually took 

place on April 23rd 1917 at Pontefract. At that time he was recorded as being 5’9” tall and 

weighing 119 pounds. So he was fairly tall for the time, and indeed for his age. 

His occupation at the time of joining up was said to be ‘Apprentice to Linotype’. He was 

therefore seeking a career in the printing trade after leaving school. Unfortunately Arnold’s 

notes are a little difficult to read in some places as the words ‘ Killed October 11th 1918’ are 

scrawled in black pencil across the forms. 

Service Information 

At the age of 17 he enlisted at Dewsbury and was placed in one of the Graduated Training 

Battalions, awaiting a posting to a regiment. He was attested and posted to the 85th Training 

Reserve detachment which was a feeder regiment for the Northumberland Fusiliers 

On September 1st 1916, a considerable reorganisation of the reserve infantry battalions took 

place. Before this date, most of the infantry regiments contained one or more reserve 

battalions of the regular and new armies. Recruits would be posted to these battalions for 

basic training, before they were posted to an active service unit. With the introduction of 

conscription, the regimental system simply could not cope with numbers, hence this 

development. The local nature of recruitment for infantry regiments was abandoned and 

the entire system centralised.  

After September 1916, regimental distinctions disappeared and the reserve units were 

instead redesignated as battalions of the Training Reserve. (TR). They were organised into 

new Brigades. No Guards, Irish or Territorial Force Battalions converted to the TR, and this 

change did not affect the Special Reserve or Extra Reserve battalions of the regular army 

(normally the 3rd and sometimes 4th Battalions of a regiment). The official complement of 

the Training Reserve was a little over 208,500 soldiers. 

Men who were posted to the TR battalions were not allocated to any particular regiment 

when the time came for them to be posted. Later, from May 1917, this arrangement was 

itself altered when the units of the TR became Graduated and Young Soldier Battalions and 

were once again aligned with specific regiments. 

The battalion Arnold Broadley joined, the 85th Training Reserve Regiment, was based at 

Hornsea and was later to become the training reserve battalion for the Machine Gun Corps 

section of the regiment. However, he was soon posted to the 52nd Graduated Training 

Battalion on 1st October 1917.  

Early days in the army for Arnold Broadley meant training at various camps in the North East 

of England. He was to be at several army camps for weeks at a time, starting with Scotton, 
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then moving to Rugeley, Westbere, Willsborough and then finally to Barnard Castle on 

March 5th 1918. One month later he was posted to France, arriving there on April 2nd 1918.  

At this time he was part of the 5th Battalion of the Northumberland Fusiliers, taking the 

number 69093. Private Arnold Broadley was to stay with the Northumberland Fusiliers for 

his first few months in France, but he was then transferred on a compulsory transfer to the 

1/7th Battalion of the Duke of Wellington’s West Riding Regiment. His notes show that the 

transfer occurred on August 3rd 1918. He was then to become Private 34648 Broadley of the 

West Riding Regiment. 

The 1/7th Battalion West Riding Regiment was a territorial unit based in Milnsbridge, 

serving with 2nd West Riding Brigade, West Riding Division. When war broke out in August 

1914, the units of the Division had just departed for their annual summer camp, they were 

at once recalled to their home base and mobilised for war service. 

The 1/7th’s went to France on the 17th of April 1915, sailing from Folkestone to Boulogne. 

The Division concentrated in the area around Estaires. Their first action was at the Battle of 

Aubers Ridge in May 1915 and in 1916 they were in action in the Battles of the Somme. In 

1917 they were involved in the Operations on the Flanders Coast and the Battle of 

Poelcapelle during the Third Battle of Ypres.  

On October 10th 1918 the 7th Battalion of the Duke of Wellington’s Regiment were in the 

Sailly area of France. The war diary for the battalion shows that: 

“Battalion put under two hours notice to move forward upon receipt of orders. 

Moved up by march route to Escadouvres area, arriving about 11pm. Packs, blankets 

etc were dumped at Sailly. Battalion remained at Escadouvres awaiting orders to 

move.” 

Those orders were to come in the early hours of the next day. The diary continues: 

“Operation order received for attack. Battalion moved forward 2am to assembly 

positions East of Naves and NW of Rieux. Zero hour 9 am. An advance of 1000 yards 

was made, the battalion passing the Canadians who were holding the line. Towards 

noon the enemy counter attacked with tanks and we withdrew 500 yards from the 

Sunken Road where the enemy were held for the night”. 

Arnold Broadley was killed on October 11th 1918 in the battle for the River Selle, though we 

have no details of how he died. There were two phases to the battle on October 11th, an 

attack by the battalion on the German lines and a counter attack by the Germans 

themselves. Arnold Broadley was killed in either the first attack or the German counter 

attack. 
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The ‘Pursuit to the Selle’, one phase of the ‘Advance to Victory’, lasted from the 9th to the 

12th October, 1918, and the Battle of the Selle (part of the "Final Advance") from the 17th 

to the 25th October 1918.  

October 11th 1918 is a date when heavy casualties were incurred by both British and 

Commonwealth forces such as the Canadians and New Zealand armies. It is the same date 

that another Batley Lad, Edwin Percy Stead, was also to lose his life. 

Arnold Howard Broadley was buried in Wellington Cemetery at Rieux-en-Cambresis which  is 

a village 9 kilometres north-east of Cambrai. The cemetery is 800 metres north of the 

village. The village was captured in October 1918, in the Pursuit to the Selle, and the 

cemetery was made by battalions of the Duke of Wellington's Regiment immediately 

afterwards. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Wellington Cemetery Rieux-en-Cambresis 
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Pte. Arnold Howard Broadley is remembered on … 

Batley War Memorial 

Batley Grammar School – Roll of Honour 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Researched for Project BUGLE by Tony Dunlop – with extracts taken from Philip Wheeler’s 

Book of 2014 ‘Batley Lads’ – The fallen from Batley Grammar School.  

 


