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Pte. Robert Ramsden BARBER (1900– 1918) 

(King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry) 

 

  

Pte. Robert Ramsden Barber, aged 18, Service Number TR5/223453, of the 8th 

Training Reserve Battalion of the King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry, died in hospital of 

Pneumonia on October 29th 1918. He died in St Albans but was brought back to Batley for a 

full Military Funeral at Batley Cemetery. He was the son of Joseph and Amy Barber of 55, 

Halifax Road, Staincliffe. 

Although Pte. Barber was a soldier in the First World War, he never left England and did not 

see active service. As a young man born in 1900, he was just old enough to join one of the 

training battalions that were established near the end of the war in 1918. 

 

Family Information 

Robert Ramsden Barber was born in Heckmondwike on September 26th 1900.  His parents 

were Joseph and Amy Barber. Joseph worked in a machine shop in 1901. They lived at 81 

Cemetery Road, Heckmondwike. At the time of Robert’s birth Joseph was shown on the 

baptism register as a labourer. However, Joseph had come from a family of textile workers.  

By 1911 the family had moved to Burslem in the potteries. The Census Return records that 

there were five children in the family: Jessie (1897); ROBERT RAMSDEN (1900); Winifred 

(1905); Jack (1907) and Ruth (1910). 

It is presumed that the father had gone because of his job as an electrical engineman. He 

had obviously learnt a trade by 1911 and was shown in the census as working as an 

‘Electrical Engineman’ in a colliery. The family lived at Norton Terrace Burslem, which no 

longer exists. This is one further example of the mobility of families at the time.  
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Robert attended Batley Grammar School but, as Ruth was born in 1910 in Burslem, and as 

Robert was probably not old enough to be at the school before they went to Burslem, he 

will have joined as an older pupil at the grammar school. No records exist to show when he 

came to the school. 

Robert was closely connected to Batley Parish Church and after his education he became a 

cinema operator at the Victoria Picture Hall. 

[The Victoria Hall was a large hall built within the Batley Conservative Club building, 
which was built in 1891. It was designed in a Classical style by Dewsbury based 
architect George Fox. Films were screened here in December 1897. 

After some alterations in 1913, it became a full time cinema, known as the Victoria 
Hall Cinema from December 1913. It was equipped with a RCA sound system around 
1930. 

The Victoria Hall Cinema was closed on 2nd February 1957, the same day as the 
Plaza Cinema closed. The Batley Conservative Club still use the building today, while 
the former Victoria Hall Cinema is now the Victoria Function Room.] 

 

Service Record 

Robert enrolled at Pontefract on October 15th 1918 Because of his age he was drafted into 

the 53rd Young Soldiers Battalion of the King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry. {This had been 

the 8th Training Reserve Battalion - 53rd (Young Soldier) Battalion. Up to 27th October 1917 

this was known as the 8th Young Soldier Battalion and had no regimental affiliation. Before 

that it had been 11th (Reserve) Battalion of the King's Own Yorkshire Light Infantry. A basic 

recruit training unit based at Cannock Chase, it was part of the 2nd Reserve Brigade. By 

November 1918 it had moved to Clipstone Camp, near Mansfield.} 

 

 

Postcard from the Camp 
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Clipstone Camp 

 

Clipstone was a small town in Nottinghamshire prior to the outbreak of the First World War. 

It was a colliery town, with a pit that had been opened in 1912. The land around Clipstone 

was owned in large part by the Duke of Portland, who made an area of land available to the 

army in order to build the camp when war broke out. Clipstone was to become a major 

training camp for the army during the First World War, and it generated a lot of income for 

the local Mansfield economy too. By November of 1914 a local company had secured the 

contract to build the site and troops began to arrive at first to tented rows during early 

1915.  

The first troops to arrive were the University and Public School Regiment in May 1915 and it 

has been estimated that 20,000-30,000 men passed through the camp before it closed in 

1919. The camp was served by a railway station with regular services to Mansfield and a 

church for 900 worshippers was built in April 1916. Mansfield became a ‘garrison town’ and 

benefited economically from the large numbers of service personnel on its doorstep.  

By the end of the war thousands of soldiers could be accommodated at the camp. As such it 

was probably a breeding ground for infection and disease, and it was such an infection that 

led to the eventual death of Robert Ramsden Barber. 

The Flu’ Epidemic of 1918 

Between July and November 1918 a particularly virulent strain of the influenza that was 

sweeping the world at the time claimed the lives of dozens of soldiers at Clipstone camp. 

Death certificates written for many young soldiers from the period are registered in 

Southwell, Nottinghamshire, the registration district for the camp. 

Robert Ramsden Barber died on October 29th 1918 – no obituary or note of his death in 

army records has come to light..  



 

Project BUGLE – The Soldier’s Story Page: 4 of 4 September 2018 

Many of the soldiers who died in the epidemic are buried in the churchyard of St Albans 

(Forest Town), including one VAD nurse. But, the burials in the churchyard do not represent 

all deaths at the camp. Many men were buried elsewhere.  

Robert Barber’s parents must have requested that his body be returned to his home town of 

Batley and he was buried in Batley Cemetery under a family headstone, not a soldier’s 

headstone. 

 

 

Pte. Robert Ramsden Barber is remembered on …. 

The Batley War Memorial 

The All Saints Parish Church, Batley – Roll of Honour 

Batley Grammar School – Roll of Honour 

 

 

Researched for Project BUGLE by Tony Dunlop – with extracts taken from Philip Wheeler’s 

Book of 2014 ‘Batley Lads’ – The fallen from Batley Grammar School. Soldier Story prepared 

for Project BUGLE Wreath Ceremony planned for October 29th 2018. 


