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Pte. Thomas SMITH (1888– 1918) 

(King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry) 

 

 

  

Pte. Thomas Smith, aged 29, Service Number 201953, of the King’s Own Yorkshire 

Light Infantry, was assumed taken prisoner and died in captivity on April 25th 1918. He was 

buried in Linselles Community Cemetery in France. He was a son of Andrew and Margaret 

Smith of Birstall and the husband of Mary Ann Smith and  father to a young family. 

 

Family Information 

Thomas Smith was born at 205, Coach Lane, Birstall on December 3rd 1888. His parents both 

came from Birstall. Andrew Smith, who was a coal hewer, had married Margaret Kelley in 

1885. [The 1911 Census records that there were seven children to the marriage but only 

three were still alive in April 1911.] 

 The family lived in a number of locations in the central Birstall area. Originally in Coach 

Lane, then later at 82 Colbeck Mill and then 20, Leeds Road, Birstall. 

Of the seven children to the family five have been identified which includes the three who 

were alive by the 1911 Census. Thomas was born in 1889; Michael born late 1890 but who 

died aged just two in 1893; Ellen born in 1895; Andrew in 1898 and John born in 1901 but 

who died in 1903 aged two. 

It is sad to reflect the times and note that Andrew and Margaret had had seven children but 

of the three who survived childhood two sons would be lost in WWI and just Ellen would 

have a long life passing away in 1956. 

In 1909 Thomas Smith married Mary Anne Kenny at St Mary of the Angels RC Church. 

There is some confusion as to the children that Thomas and Mary had as a family. 

From the birth records for Surname: Smith with Mother: Kenny in Dewsbury between 1911 

and 1918 – year of Thomas’ death – there were six registered births … 
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John (Q3-1910);Ann (Q4-1911); Margaret (Q2-1913); Joseph (Q4-1914); 

Lilly (Q4-1915); and Thomas (Q2-1916) 

 

In the 1911 Census Thomas and Mary Anne living at 87, Leeds Road, Birstall together with 

John who is just nine months old. John died in1912 aged just two. 

We have a definite reference point through daughter Ann – she was born on October 7th 

1911 and she subsequently married Thomas Sunman. Two of their grandchildren have 

helped in the development of the Smith brother’s Soldier’s Stories. 

From family notes we have ….. “Thomas and Mary Ann Kenny had five children. John and 

James died as babies, two others – not known – died young and Ann married Thomas 

Sunman”. Clearly further research will resolve issues relating to the four children who died. 

 

Service Record 

Little is known about Thomas Smith time in the services. 

He enrolled with the King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry at Wakefield and he was assigned 

to the 1st/4th Battalion. 

From family records include the following … 

 “Thomas Smith was wounded, possibly gassed and captured during the ‘Georgetto. 

Offensive of April 1918. He died on April  25th 1918 in whilst being held in German hands.” 

His official date of death is April 25th 1918 as shown on his grave stone and the official 

CWGC record. However the date is uncertain and he was originally posted as ‘missing’. 

In the Batley News of January 18th 1919 the following notice was printed. 

 

 

 

Clearly the family had no information as to what happened to him but it is ‘interesting’ to 

note that his assumed date of death is at variance to the date he went missing. And he was 

buried as the records indicate. 
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Pte. Thomas Smith is remembered on … 

The Howden Clough Methodist Church – Roll of Honour 
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His younger brother, Andrew Smith, was also died in WWI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Researched for Project BUGLE by Tony Dunlop – in conjunction with the Soldier’s Story for 

Andrew Smith – in preparation for a Wreath Ceremony for both soldiers, at the grave of 

Andrew Smith,  on the 100th Anniversary date of October 29th 2018. 

With special thanks to Emma Young and Bob Cartwright who are both directly related to 

Thomas Smith. 

Pte. Andrew Smith of the West Yorkshire 

Regiment died at home following a bout of 

Influenza. He was 20 years old. 

He was buried with full Military Honours in 

St. Peter’s Parish Church, Birstall 

 


