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Pte. Andrew SMITH (1898– 1918) 

(West Yorkshire Regiment) 

 

 

  

Pte. Andrew Smith, aged 21, Service Number 48240, of the West Yorkshire Regiment 

(Prince of Wales’ Own), died at home on October 29th 1918, following a bout of influenza. 

He was buried in St Peter’s Parish Church, Birstall with full Military Honours. He was a son of 

Andrew and Margaret Smith of Birstall. 

 

Family Information 

Andrew Smith was born in Birstall on the summer of 1898. His parents both came from 

Birstall. Andrew Smith, who was a coal hewer, had married Margaret Kelley in 1885. [The 

1911 Census records that there were seven children to the marriage but only three were 

still alive in April 1911.] 

The family lived in a number of locations in the central Birstall area. Originally in Coach Lane, 

then later at 82 Colbeck Mill and then 20, Leeds Road, Birstall. 

Of the seven children to the family five have been identified which includes the three who 

were alive by the 1911 Census. Thomas was born in 1889; Michael born late 1890 but who 

died aged just two in 1893; Ellen born in 1895; Andrew in 1898 and John born in 1901 but 

who died in 1903 aged two. 

It is sad to reflect the times and note that Andrew and Margaret had had seven children but 

of the three who survived childhood two sons would be lost in WWI and just Ellen would 

have a long life passing away in 1956. 

Nothing is known of Andrew’s early life as he was still at school when the 1911 Census was 

recorded.  

Service Record 

Little is known about Andrew Smith’s time in the services. He enrolled in Leeds and joined 

the Northumberland Fusiliers – he was later reassigned to the West Yorkshire Regiment.  
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No information appeared in the local press regarding his death but it is assumed he was one 

of the many thousands lost to the Flu Epidemic of the Summer of 1918.  

 

 

 

 

Pte. Andrew Smith is remembered on … 

The Birstall War Memorial 

  

His older brother, Thomas Smith, was also lost in WWI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Researched for Project BUGLE by Tony Dunlop – in preparation for a Wreath Ceremony   at 

the grave of Andrew Smith, on the 100th Anniversary date of October 29th 2018. 

With special thanks to Emma Young and Bob Cartwright who are both directly related to 

Thomas Smith older brother of Andrew Smith. 

Pte. Thomas Smith was reported missing in 

action and the assumed killed on April 25th 

1918. 

He was buried in the Linselles Community 

Cemetery in Nord, France. 

His story is told in Project  BUGLE 

 


