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Pte. Charles MYATT (1894-1918). 

(5th Battalion King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry.) 

 

 

 

The name of Charles Myatt is on the War Memorial at Drighlington, but can also be found 

on the Memorial in Batley, where he was brought up. His only link to Drighlington it seems 

was the fact that he was married to Annie Tidswell, who lived at Benton Beck on the very 

outskirts of Drighlington at that time, towards Westgate Hill. Indeed, whether it was part of 

Drighlington at this time is debatable as well as when Charles and Annie were married their 

address is shown as Benton Beck, Birstall on the marriage certificate, but this must surely be 

a mistake as Birstall would be difficult to link with this area. 

The 1911 census notes that the Myatt family were living at 31 Victoria Street, Carlinghow, 

Batley. However, they had come on a circuitous route to get to that eventual family address. 

Joseph and Annie Myatt had married in 1889. Joseph was from St Helens in Lancashire and 

Annie from the Yorkshire town of Guisborough. How they met is another one for family 

historians, but they married and had a large family.  

In all the Myatts had 11 children during their 22 year marriage by 1911. One of the children 

had died however by this time. In 1911 there were still 8 children living at home in Batley 

with their parents. The oldest of the three Myatt children were in work at the time, with 

Charles himself being a 17 year old hurrier, working in the mines, at Shaw Cross Colliery, 

with his father 

It was probably the mining work that had taken the Myatts to Scotland in the early 1890’s 

where Charles was born, in Cadzow near Hamilton, on 30 January 1894. Two further 

children were born in Scotland before the Myatts moved back to the county of Yorkshire 

and a further child was born in Leeds.  
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Once again the family was to move however and they found themselves in Castleford, 

before moving to Birstall and then eventually by 1911 to Batley.   

According to the book of remembrance Charles Myatt enlisted as a 

soldier before the war began. Indeed his marriage certificate to Annie 

Tidswell actually shows him as a soldier by the date of his marriage at 

Tong Parish Church on August 18th 1914. The banns had been read in 

July and August and at some stage Charles must have taken 

temporary residence at Benton Beck as this was the address on the 

marriage certificate for both Annie and Charles.  

Annie had lived at Benton Beck with her father Irvin prior to being married. Interestingly 

Benton Beck was shown on the 1911 census for the Tidswells as being in Dudley Hill, and 

therefore should have been a part of Bradford. Another slight mystery as to why Charles 

Myatt is on the Drighlington War Memorial. In 1911 Annie was a 17 year old working as a 

worsted spinner. She had been born in Drighlington herself it seems. Annie appears in a 

family photograph with Charles and son, Lionel, who had been born on January 2nd 1915. 

They also had a daughter Irene born on September 24 1918.  

 

 

Annie Myatt, nee Tidswell, with her son Lionel. 

 

Unfortunately Charles Myatt is yet another soldier whose records do not survive. Though his 

medal record is still to be seen at the National Archive. He enlisted at Batley at some time 

before August 1914 and was posted to the 5th Battalion of the King’s Own Yorkshire Light 

Infantry. 

According to the book of remembrance he was wounded twice in July 1917 and March 

1918, before being wounded again in July of 1918. This wound meant that he was taken 

home to be treated in the war hospital at Wandsworth in London.  
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Charles Myatt died of his wounds in the 3rd London District War Hospital, at Tooting, on 

December 1st 1918. He was 24 years old and left behind his wife Annie and two young 

children. Besides being on the War Memorial in Drighlington he is to be found on the Batley 

War Memorial, no doubt because his family was still living in Batley and his connections 

were mainly from Batley at the time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              Batley Cemetery                                      Driglington Roll of Honour 

 

 

Drighlington War Memorial 

Researcher : Philip Wheeler 

Taken from Philip Wheeler’s Research – ‘DRIG LADS’  (The story of the men on the 

Driglington Memorial who died in the Great War 1914-1918).  
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(Whilst there was no book produced all the stories included in the ‘DRIG LADS’  collection  

can be found on the Project BUGLE website) 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                  Plaque compiled by Graham Colbeck 

{Graham Colbeck has no family connection with Charles Myatt. He was born in Batley and 

moved to Wakefield when he was three years old. He served in the Wakefield Army Cadets 

and wore the same cap badge as the soldier. He joined the Army in 1969 and had a long 

career as a soldier including service with the Parachute Regiment in the Falklands. His book 

“With 3 PARA to the Falklands” was published in 2002. As a keen collector of KOYLI 

memorabilia he acquired his Charles Myatt medals and material} 

 

 

Family Tribute Prepared by Anne Crosby 

{Charles Myatt was Anne Crosby’s grandmother’s brother. She lives in Western Australia} 

 

Updated for Project BUGLE by Tony Dunlop - as part of the preparation for a Wreath 

Ceremony for Pte. Charles Myatt, held at his graveside in Batley Cemetery on December 1st 

2019 

 


