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Pte. Clifford BRUCE MM (1890-1918) 
 

(Cameronians – Scottish Rifles) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Pte. Clifford Bruce, aged 28, Service No. 40746 of the Cameronians (Scottish Rifles) 
died in a London Hospital on December 28th 1918 from wounds received at the front in 
France the previous October. He was awarded the Military Medal for bravery in the field of 
battle. He was buried with full military honours at Batley Cemetery on January 2nd 1919. 
Clifford Bruce was the second of nine children born to Arthur and Martha Ellen Bruce of 
Warwick Mount in Batley. He was the husband of Eliza Bruce, and father to Clifford Alfred 
Bruce of Carr Street in Birstall. 
 

Family Information 
 
Clifford Bruce was born in Batley on September 18th 1890. He was subsequently Baptised 
with his younger brother, Wilfred, on October 2nd 1898 at Christ Church, Staincliffe. 
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Clifford was the second child born to Arthur and Martha Ellen Bruce. Arthur, a Cloth Finisher 
from Batley had married Martha Ellen Horkings, from Dewsbury, on July 17th 1888 at All 
Saints Parish Church in Batley. 
 

 
 

They were to set up home in Healey Lane and from there they had nine children – all of 
whom survived to adulthood – Edgar (1889); CLIFFORD (1890); Ethel Stella (1893); Wilfred 
(1895); Emma (1899); Joseph Batty (1900); Edmund Arthur (1903); Ivy (1905) and Ida May 
(1907). 
 
Clifford attended schools in Staincliffe and he was closely associated with both the Parish 
Churches in Staincliffe and Batley. After he left school he worked at the White Lee Colliery. 
 
In June 1914 Clifford married Eliza A. Stone and they set up home in Carr Street in Birstall.  
On November 7th 1916 they had a son Clifford Alfred Bruce. 
 
{Clifford Alfred Bruce lived locally and married Mary Halls in 1944 – they had one daughter. 
He died in July 2001}. 

 

Service Record 
 

Clifford enrolled for the Services in January 1915 and he was assigned as Service No. 18110 
with the King’s Own Scottish Borderers – he later joined the Cameronians. He disembarked 
for the Balkans on August 30th 1915. 
 
He fought in the Dandanelles and was wounded but soon returned to the front. 
 
Whilst records of his citation are lost – it is believed that he was awarded the Military Medal 
around this time for an act of extreme bravery when he rescued his commanding officer 
during a fierce exchange with the enemy. 
 

The Military Medal 
 

The medal was established on 25 March 1916. The MM was a military decoration awarded 
to personnel of the British Army and other services, and formerly also to personnel of 
other Commonwealth countries, below commissioned rank, for bravery in battle on land, for 
"acts of gallantry and devotion to duty under fire" 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_decoration
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Armed_Forces
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commonwealth_of_Nations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commissioned_officer
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Pte. Bruce was badly wounded in October 1918 and repatriated to the London General 
Hospital, on Denmark Hill – he died from his wounds on December 28th 1918 he was 28 
years old. He was buried in Batley Cemetery on January 2nd 1919. 
 

 
 
 

Pte. Bruce is remembered with Honour on the Birstall War Memorial. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Researched for Project BUGLE by Tony Dunlop with help and input from Ronnie Bruce of 
Birstall  – as part of the preparation for the Wreath Ceremony held at Pte. Bruce’s graveside 
on December 28th 2018. 
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Postscript – added after the Wreath Ceremony. 
 

TODAY IN BATLEY 
  

We were at the Cemetery there in Batley 

It was on that cold, wet, grey December day 

When we stood at a fallen soldier’s graveside 

We were there all our respect we wished to pay 

  

We, we are the members of ‘Project Bugle’ 

Who to this sacred graveside on this day came 

We were there to honour another fallen soldier 

The world would hear, again spoken his proud name 

  

It was Private Clifford Bruce MM. this fallen soldier 

With the Cameronians (Scottish Rifles) he did serve 

Had lived at 15 Carr Street, Birstall, but born in Batley 

Clifford’s loving wife Eliza, she did not this deserve 

  

It was December 1918 there at the hospital in London 

Clifford from wounds received in France he sadly died 

His Military Medal was presented ‘for bravery in the field’ 

His two year old son Clifford holds his fathers medal with pride 

  

It is 100 years today since he fell in the service of our country 

This young man who came from this proud Yorkshire town 

It was in the First World War that just like many others 

Clifford proudly served, for us laying his young life down 

  

Sleep forever in peace now you brave British soldier 

Your great sacrifice for your country it was not in vain 

As the last post sounds again there at your graveside 

Once more the world will hear spoken your proud name 
  

Stuart Bailey.  28.12.2018 

 

 

 


